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Abstract

jvlore than seventy years have passed since the formation of the Muslim Brotherhood as an

Islamist group. Numerous studies have explored the group's preferred political system and its practical
experiences of gaining power in the region. However, a research gap exists regarding the
Brotherhood's global perspective and its overarching ambitions on the world stage. Therefore, the
main question of this article is: what is the Muslim Brotherhood's desired world order, and how do its
various branches conceive of this order? The research hypothesizes that, given the diverse
interpretations within the Muslim Brotherhood, a singular global order cannot be attributed to the
organization as a whole. To test this hypothesis and address the research question, a qualitative
comparative method was employed. The findings indicate that the Muslim Brotherhood can be
categorized into two groups based on two indices: the level of political activism and the perspective on
the global order. According to the first criterion, they can be divided into activists and passivists;
according to the second, into conservatives and revisionists. Revisionists envision a transformation of
the global power structure, centering their desired order on a caliphate system. Some branches,
however, incorporate ideas derived from modern thought, such as institutionalism and democracy,
into the mechanisms of their proposed order. In contrast, conservatives, while accepting the current
world order and deeming its alteration impossible or too costly, strive to achieve their political
interests and objectives within the existing global structure.
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1. Introduction

One of the most influential non-state actors seeking to shape its preferred
regional and global order is the Muslim Brotherhood. Originating in Egypt
and subsequently spreading to Turkey and the Arab states of the Persian
Gulf, this movement has been active for more than seven decades. Owing to
its transnational objectives—such as opposing colonialism and foreign
domination, promoting Muslim unity, resisting Zionism and advocating the
liberation of Palestine, emancipating Muslim thought from Western
intellectual influence, and advancing the idea of the Caliphate—the political
thought of the Muslim Brotherhood has exerted a significant influence on the
broader Islamic world.

Although a considerable body of scholarship has examined the Muslim
Brotherhood’s conception of a desirable political system, important
guestions and ambiguities remain regarding its vision of the global order.
Accordingly, further research is required. The central question of this article
is therefore as follows: What kind of global order does the Muslim
Brotherhood envision, and how do its various branches conceptualize and
approach this issue?

2. Methodology and Theoretical Framework

To address the research question, this study employs a qualitative
comparative method, with data collected through library-based research. The
theoretical framework is grounded in Quentin Skinner’s intentionalist
hermeneutics, which emphasizes the interpretation of political ideas within
their historical and contextual settings. The main aim of Skinner’s author-
centered approach is to clarify how texts should be interpreted and by what
standards. He challenges the idea that a text can be understood as a self-
contained, autonomous object. Instead, he raises key questions: Can an
author think or write independently of their time, place, and social,
historical, and linguistic context? Is it possible to identify and understand an
author’s intentions and motivations, and can the interpreter genuinely access
the author’s intended meaning? According to Skinner, these questions
inevitably arise whenever historians or researchers encounter a human text
and attempt to understand it—whether the text is literary, philosophical,
ethical, religious, or related to political thought. In this sense, Skinner
addresses a fundamental problem faced by all scholars in the humanities.
Examining his arguments and methodological principles provides a valuable
framework for conducting research, especially in the field of the history of
political thought. Based on this perspective, the present article considers the
historical, social, and intellectual-ideological contexts of the Muslim
Brotherhood, which have produced diverse conditions for its different
branches across Islamic countries. It then analyzes the ideas of Muslim
Brotherhood thinkers and their interpretations of the ideal global order.
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3. Discourse

In order to develop a systematic understanding of the various branches of the
Muslim Brotherhood, as well as to assess their religious positioning and
evaluate their political behavior, two key criteria can be employed: the level
of expectation from religion and the manner and type of political
performance. Based on these two dimensions, the Muslim Brotherhood can
be categorized into three groups: maximalists (maximalist in both belief and
behavior), political minimalists (maximalist in belief but pragmatic in
behavior), and epistemic minimalists (those who confine religion primarily
to the private sphere).

By examining the structure of the international political system through
these two components—namely, the degree of religious expectation in belief
and the attribution of political capacity, particularly in governance, to
Islam—it becomes evident that each branch of the Muslim Brotherhood
holds a distinct perspective on the existing global order. These components
shape their outlook on both domestic political arrangements and the
international system. Groups or parties that view the domestic and global
order positively tend to align more closely with Western and American
norms governing the contemporary international system and, consequently,
distance themselves from the principles of political Islam. Conversely,
groups that insist on maintaining Islamic principles position themselves as
challengers of the Western-dominated global order.

Accordingly, religious positioning serves as a key analytical lens for
assessing the degree to which movements, groups, and political parties are
inclined toward the existing global order. From this perspective, maximalist
groups aspire to an Islamic order at both domestic and international levels.
Even when they do not actively pursue structural change, they articulate this
aspiration at least at the theoretical level. Such groups are commonly
described as revisionists.

Minimalist groups, by contrast, cannot be clearly classified as either
Islamic or non-Islamic in their orientation toward the global order. Their
emphasis on pragmatism, interests, and expediency suggests an inclination
toward accommodation within the existing international structure in order to
maximize benefits and minimize costs. As a result, they lack the political
will to challenge or transform the current global system and are therefore
characterized as conservatives.

With respect to political action, a notable discrepancy often exists
between the official principles articulated by the Muslim Brotherhood and its
actual behavior in practice. This divergence is particularly evident in the case
of the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood before and during its period in power.
Consequently, a proper understanding of the Muslim Brotherhood requires
prioritizing an assessment of its performance over its formal statements and
declarations. In many cases, Brotherhood branches have either lacked
opportunities to attain power (such as the Sururiyya in Saudi Arabia) or have
refrained from seeking it (as in Qatar). Others have focused primarily on
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intellectual and cultural activities (such as the Islamic Party of Afghanistan)
or have operated informally and outside officially affiliated Brotherhood
parties (as in the United Arab Emirates). Therefore, in analyzing the Muslim
Brotherhood, priority should be given to official political activity; where
such activity is absent, greater attention should be paid to ideological
foundations, statements, and informal political behavior.

4. Conclusion and Suggestions

The diversity of interpretations, ideological foundations, and political
strategies—combined with the distinct political, social, and cultural contexts
of host countries—has led to the emergence of multiple and heterogeneous
branches of the Muslim Brotherhood across the Islamic world. This plurality
has prevented the movement from articulating a single, coherent vision of a
unified global order.

As a result, conservative branches of the Muslim Brotherhood have
largely accepted the contemporary global order under American hegemony
and have sought to secure U.S. approval, redefining Islam in minimalist
terms and confining it primarily to the personal and private sphere. Most
Brotherhood branches currently pursue accommodation within the U.S.-led
international system, and there is little expectation that they will seek to
fundamentally alter the global order. Correspondingly, the United States and
Western powers have often supported these currents as a counterbalance to
more radical Islamist movements.

In contrast, revisionist branches of the Muslim Brotherhood emphasize a
return to the practices of the salaf al-salih (the pious ancestors) and advocate
the revival of the Caliphate as the core symbol of Muslim identity. The
Caliphate represents, for these groups, an attempt to reassert Muslim agency
and confront a global order perceived as marginalizing Islamic identity.
Through references to religious texts, this current seeks to reform existing
conditions and construct an ideal order rooted in early Islamic traditions,
viewing meaningful influence as contingent upon transforming the
prevailing global structure.

However, contemporary manifestations of Salafism—particularly in
groups such as ISIS and al-Qaeda—have failed to project a constructive
image of Islam within the international system and have produced deeply
destructive consequences. Similarly, the Muslim Brotherhood has thus far
been unable to establish a political order grounded in its original revisionist
vision. Although the Caliphate is viewed by these groups as a potential
vehicle for restoring Islamic sovereignty and identity, this ideal has proven
incompatible with contemporary political realities. Moreover, this approach
faces two major obstacles: first, the domestic political conditions in the
societies where these movements operate are largely unfavorable to such
ambitions; second, the international system is unlikely to permit the rise of
such movements due to the significant political and security risks involved.
Consequently, little optimism can be placed in the future success of these
revisionist projects.
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