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Abstract

IJ—//ie aim of this research is to explain Iran's position in the emerging Eastern order. The main

question of the research is "With the dominance of Orientalism in the foreign policy of the United
States, what will be our position in the emerging Eastern order and will it serve Iran's interests or not?"
The hypothesis is that "Although the emergence of the Eastern order is a way to bypass sanctions and
hostile policies of the West, the excessive tendency towards the East limits the possibility of taking
initiative in our foreign policy; in fact, the transfer of power from the West to the East does not
necessarily mean a change in the nature of power, but the emerging actors will also seek to maximize
and secure their interests." The research method is descriptive-analytical and the theoretical
framework is based on the theory of power transition. The findings show: "Despite the emergence of a
crisis in the global hegemony of the United States, it is predicted that it will continue to be an effective
power in the international system for the next few decades. Therefore, given the ideological and
ontological incompatibility of America and the West with Iran, while reducing the steep slope of
Orientalism, the frictions between the East and the West should be exploited for the benefit of Iran's
national interests."”
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1. Introduction

This study examines the debate between two major perspectives on the
future of the international order: the continuation of Western hegemony
despite its relative decline versus the emergence of a new Eastern order
centered on powers such as China, Russia, and India, leading to a transition
from a unipolar to a multipolar system. Within this context, the article
explores the intellectual divide among Iranian elites, highlighting the
dominance of the revisionist perspective and the adoption of the “Look to the
East” strategy in Iran’s foreign policy. The central question addressed is the
assessment of Iran’s position and interests within this emerging Eastern
order. The study hypothesizes that, although alignment with Eastern powers
can help mitigate Western pressures, it may also constrain Iran’s strategic
maneuverability, potentially replacing one set of dominant actors with
another without altering the fundamentally interest-driven nature of
international relations. Therefore, the key issue is how Iran can secure its
security, position, and national interests within this transitional order.

2. Research Method and Theoretical Framework

The article relies on Organski’s power transition theory, which examines
transformations in the international system not solely through the balance of
power but according to a hierarchy of states and shifts in relative power.
Power transition theory posits a hierarchical system comprising a dominant
power (hegemon), major powers, and minor powers. A systemic transition
occurs when a rising challenger power, due to unequal domestic
development, approaches or achieves parity with the hegemon. This critical
juncture destabilizes the system and can be resolved either peacefully,
through redistribution of benefits and institutions, or violently, primarily
through war. The theory identifies three levels of transition: within-unit
(changes in actors’ roles), systemic (changes in controlling sectors), and
system-wide (transformation of the entire international order). Research
Method The study employs a descriptive—analytical approach within the
framework of power transition theory. In the descriptive phase, data were
collected on the relative decline of Western hegemony, the rise of Eastern
powers, and Iran’s “Look to the East” policy using credible sources and
official documents. In the analytical phase, these data were examined
through power transition theory, considering levels of transition, roles of
dominant and challenger powers, and the likelihood of conflict or
cooperation. This approach allows for an assessment of the transitional
period, the strategies and motivations of key actors, and Iran’s position, as
well as the opportunities and threats it faces within the changing
international order.

3. Discourse

The analysis indicates that the current transition in the international order is
not merely a geographical shift from West to East but represents a qualitative
transformation of the global system. According to power transition theory,
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this period arises when the challenger power (led by China) approaches
parity with the hegemon (the United States), generating systemic instability.
The U.S. response involves redefining its hegemony by prioritizing vital
interests and strategically retrenching from costly global commitments.
Meanwhile, the emerging Eastern order lacks full cohesion. Powers such as
China and Russia, although creating parallel institutions, are constrained
from forming a unified bloc due to complex bilateral relationships and
internal rivalries. The result is a fragmented, competitive order in which key
actors cooperate situationally while maximizing national interests. For Iran,
success in this environment requires strategic diplomacy and maneuvering to
preserve initiative and avoid the pitfalls of new dependencies.

4. Conclusion and Suggestions

While the “Look to the East” strategy offers opportunities for Iran to counter
Western pressures, it has inherent structural limitations. Core Eastern
powers, such as China and Russia, due to economic interdependencies and
strategic considerations with the West, lack the capacity or will to form a
fully integrated alliance in direct opposition. Consequently, cooperation with
these powers is situational and potentially unstable. The study concludes that
in a transitioning multipolar system, exclusive reliance on Eastern powers
may generate new dependencies, limiting Iran’s strategic flexibility. A
balanced and multidimensional foreign policy is thus optimal, in which the
“Look to the East” strategy functions as one pillar of a broader grand
strategy. This strategy should be grounded in domestic economic
development, diversification of international partnerships, and preservation
of strategic autonomy, enabling Iran to maximize its benefits in the emerging
international order.
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