Police Management Studies Quarterly
Vol. 20, No.1, Spring 2025
The Strategic Position of Iran’s Criminal Justice System in Crime
Prevention with Emphasis on the Application of Art*

Sabah Abbasi®, Esmail Ahmadi-Moghaddam, Lotfali Bakhtiari®,
Mohammad Barani*

Abstract
Background and Aim: Through its individual and social mechanisms of
influence on behavioral correction and the rehabilitation of offenders, art
can assist the criminal justice system in crime prevention. The purpose of
this research was to determine the strategic position of Iran’s criminal
justice system in crime prevention, with emphasis on the application of
art.
Method: This applied research was conducted using a mixed-methods
approach. The qualitative population included 19 crime prevention and art
specialists, selected as a purposeful focus group. The quantitative sample
consisted of 96 managers of the criminal justice system, chosen through
stratified sampling based on Morgan’s table. Interviews were used to
identify internal and external factors. These were finalized using the
McKinsey 7S and estempleg models after thematic analysis. A 126-item
guestionnaire regarding these factors in crime prevention (with emphasis
on art) was then designed. Its validity was confirmed by experts, and
reliability was verified with Cronbach’s alpha (81%). EXCEL software
was used for the EFE, IFE, and IE matrix calculations.
Results: Data analysis showed that the system, in terms of crime
prevention through art, had 22 strengths and 43 weaknesses internally, and
faced 34 opportunities and 27 threats externally. Its coordinates on the
position matrix (X=2.244; Y=2.652) placed it in the (WO) zone.
Conclusion: Results revealed that due to major weaknesses rooted in
style, system, shared values, structure, and strategy, the system holds a
conservative position. It must use the opportunities provided by art
(through nine external factors) to improve its position in crime prevention.
Keywords: Strategic Position, Criminal Justice System, Crime
Prevention, Art
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