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ABSTRACT

The aim of this research is to indentify the structural factors affecting

the cultural geography of Iran and the effects of religious identity of the
Safavid period on this spatial organization.Considering this,the present
research is explanatory-analytical in nature and based on a historical-
conceptual approach within the feamework of geoculture.ln this
article,the organization of Iran’s cultural geography is analyzed as a
result of the three components of geography,religion, and political
power structure. The kings of Iran have continuously tried to regulate
the culture and civilization of this land. But after some periods, the
Safavid dynasty, focusing on Shiism,at a crucial historical juncture, was
able to transform Iran into an independent,self-centered,powerful and
respected “nation-state” in the world of that day.With the coming to
power of the Safavid dynasty,the government was regulated based on
the idea of national unification through Shiite religion,and this process
has continued and enriched in subsequent periods. On this basis,it can
be acknowledged that the geographical in the geographical context of
the Iranian Plateau- -religious components (Shiism)and governance
styles have played a role in shaping identity cohesion,territorial
integrity,and cultural-political stability in different historical periods.In
this framework,shiism,as a geocultural element,has plaed both an
internal cohesive role and a regional distinguishing function
Accordingly,lran can also present a sustainable model of cultural order
in the crisis-ridden Middle East by combining tradition and modernity
and using its geopolitical-geocultural-geocultural capacities.

Keywords: Cultural geography, historical regulation, national identity,
Iran, geoculture.
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