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Abstract

Background and Objective: The proper and crime-free conduct of
elections is one of the foundations of public trust in democratic systems.
Law enforcement and security institutions, with their key role in detecting
electoral crimes, can play a preventive role that goes beyond mere
punitive action, ultimately strengthening trust among the media,
candidates, and voters. This study aims to differentiate the performance of
these institutions in detecting criminal behavior and to explore the
possibility of recognizing distinct methods for detecting electoral crimes
and violations.

Method: Given the nature of the subject, this research is theoretical and
employs a descriptive-analytical approach. The research population
includes legal documents, theoretical sources, judicial rulings, and
domestic and international studies related to electoral crimes and
violations. Data collection was carried out through note-taking from
credible scientific sources, and the data were analyzed deductively and
analytically. Finally, legal concept classification tools were used to
analyze the data.

Findings: The results indicate that the current role of the police force is
predominantly reactive rather than preventive. However, these institutions
can simultaneously serve as special enforcers and preventive agents by
actively participating in all stages of the election process. Furthermore,
legislative and structural challenges, along with a lack of clear distinction
between different types of crime and violation detection, hinder the
effective functioning of these bodies.

Results: Moving beyond traditional views and strengthening a
differentiated approach in detecting electoral crimes—through precise
distinction between crimes and violations and reforming legislative
mechanisms—can enhance institutional participation and increase
efficiency in electoral processes.
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