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Abstract
Defense diplomacy serves as a cornerstone of a nation's overall power,
complementing foreign policy to enhance a state's capacity to act and interact on
the international stage. A country's foreign policy priorities and goals are
significantly influenced by internal factors such as geopolitical conditions, domestic
needs, national power, security threats, the prevailing elite's perspective, and the
broader international system. Tajikistan, with its shared cultural, religious,
historical, linguistic, scientific, and technological ties with Iran, is no exception to
this rule. Given the geopolitical and geoeconomic realities, the Islamic Republic of
Iran was compelled to develop a comprehensive strategic plan for its interactions
with Tajikistan. This necessitated a thorough understanding of the current and
desired state of bilateral relations, as well as a comprehensive assessment of the
domestic and international strategic environment. This plan outlines the principles,
values, vision, objectives, and requirements necessary for achieving Iran's strategic
goals in its engagement with Tajikistan. Subsequently, by combining sectoral
strategies with expert opinions, 15 overarching defense diplomacy strategies
between Iran and Tajikistan were extracted in five dimensions (political, economic,
defense-security, cultural, scientific, and technological). The desirability and
attractiveness of these strategies were reassessed and prioritized. According to the
data analysis, the current strategic position is in the competitive/collaborative
quadrant, indicating a relative distance from the desired state (aggressive state).
Furthermore, through in-depth interviews with experts and specialists in the
research topic and content analysis of their opinions, the requirements for
implementing the overarching strategies were identified and categorized, and added
to the strategic plan. Finally, necessary research and practical suggestions were
provided to realize this plan and bridge the gap between the current and desired
states in Iran's defense diplomacy with Tajikistan.
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