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Abstract
Purpose:Marine tourism is one of the main pillars of the marine economy, playing a significant role in job
creation and entrepreneurship in coastal areas. Marine tourism is one of the sectors that plays an important
role in the establishment and continuity of small business activities. In this context, this research aims to
evaluate the components of entrepreneurial self-efficacy in marine tourism.

Method: This research is based on the positivist paradigm, with an applied orientation, and is
methodological descriptive-survey. The statistical population of this research consists of entrepreneurs,
managers, and employees of active businesses in the city of Nowshahr, from which a sample of 300
individuals was selected using a random sampling method. The tool used was a questionnaire, the validity
of which was confirmed through content validity (expert opinion) and construct validity (convergent and
discriminant validity), while its reliability was assessed using Cronbach’s alpha and composite reliability
indices. Data analysis was conducted in two parts: descriptive statistics using SPSS software and inferential
statistics using structural equation modeling and SMARTPLS software.

Findings: The findings indicated that the entrepreneurial self-efficacy in marine tourism businesses is
significantly influenced by the following components in order of importance: development of new products
and markets, defining main objectives, communication with investors, creating an innovative environment,
developing essential human resources, and confronting challenges. Additionally, the indicators identified
as the most important in the research include «creating products to meet unmet customer needs,» «ability
to create a work environment that encourages the presentation of new ideas, « «ability to communicate with
key individuals who have access to financial resources,» «ability to design and organize activities to identify
new opportunities,» «ability to operate continuously under stress, pressure, and engagement,» and «ability
to attract and train skilled employees.»

Conclusion: This research shows that strengthening entrepreneurial self-efficacy can contribute to the

sustainable development of marine tourism and improve the livelihoods of coastal communities. It is

recommended that training programs be implemented to enhance entrepreneurial skills in these areas.
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