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Abstract

The Christ in Islamic Narratives: A Comparative Study with a

Critical Analysis of Mohammad Ali Amir-Moezzi's Viewpoint

Murteza Valizadeh'

Jafar Nekounam?

Abstract

Messianism is one of the fundamental concepts shared among the Abrahamic reli-
gions. Within Islam, this belief finds its most prominent expression in the doctrine
of the reappearance of al-Mahdi (‘a), the awaited savior. However, some schol-
ars-most notably Mohammad Ali Amir-Moezzi-have proposed alternative inter-
pretations of this eschatological notion in Islam. Drawing upon certain Islamic nar-
rations, Amir-Moezzi identifies multiple figures such as Jesus (‘Is@), Muhammad,
‘All, al-MahdT, and even ‘Umar as manifestations of the Messiah, the redeemer
of the end times. He particularly emphasizes the role of Imam “All (“a) as the true

salvific figure in early Islamic belief.

This article employs an analytical—critical methodology to examine Amir-Moez-
zi's views on the concept of the Messiah in Islam. The findings demonstrate that a
portion of his argumentation rests upon selective interpretation and partial utiliza-
tion of scriptural and hadith sources. By contrast, an analysis grounded in authentic
narrations recognized by classical Islamic scholarship indicates that the concept of
the eschatological savior in Islam is fundamentally centered on Imam al-Mahd1l

(“a), contrary to Amir-Moezzi’s interpretation.

KeyWords: Eschatological Redeemer, Mohammad Ali Amir-Moezzi, Imam ‘Al

as Savior, Messiah, Messianic Thought.
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