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Translation and Critical Review of the Article “Hadith Qudsi” in
the Encyclopedia of Islam
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Abstract

Despite the long-standing history of Orientalist studies on the Qur’an, their engage-
ment with the hadTth literature began relatively late. A common feature of these
studies is their predominant focus on Sunni hadTth traditions and the generalization
of the methodological shortcomings found in Sunni sources to the entire body of
Islamic hadTth heritage. One of the major deficiencies in Orientalist scholarship on
hadTth is the neglect of Shi ‘i hadTth literature.

The present study, conducted through a descriptive—analytical approach, offers a
critical examination of the article “Had1th Quds1” in the Encyclopedia of Islam. The
findings indicate that the article lacks the comprehensiveness expected of an ency-
clopedic entry. Moreover, it fails to provide a clear definition that can adequately

distinguish hadith qudsT from both the Qur’an and other prophetic traditions.

Additional shortcomings include the omission of all essential differences between
hadith qudsT and the Qur’an, the unsubstantiated claim that hadTth qudsT originat-
ed from the Biblical Testaments, the inclusion of undocumented assertions, and the

failure to reference all relevant sources.
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