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The contribution of the Ottoman Sultans in the reconstruction and
development of Shiite monuments in Iraq (1299 — 1924)
Taher Babaei!

Abstract

The Ottoman government conquered lIraq for the first time during the
reign of Suleiman the Magnificent, which during that time, the Ottoman
Sultan was present there and visited the tombs of the famous figures of the
Islamic world. The Ottomans attempted to take over Iraq after losing it
during the reign of 1.Shah Abbas; finally, during the reign of 1V .Murad,
they regained control of Iraq; The Ottoman Sultan visited Irag and once
again visited the tombs of prominent Sunnis. Given that the Ottomans
claimed to be the leaders of the Islamic world and defenders of Islam, also
They had a tolerant approach towards other religions and considered
themselves lovers of the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.), This research has attempted to
examine the direct contribution of the sultans who entered Iraq in the
reconstruction of Shiite sites, with a descriptive-analytical approach and
library method, and also relying on Ottoman Turkish sources. The
research findings show that despite the fact that the Ottoman sultans
claimed to love the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.) and despite their attention to the
reconstruction of the tombs of Sunni scholars, they had no contribution in
the reconstruction of the tombs of the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s).

Keywords: Ottoman, Reconstruction of shrines, Irag, Ottoman
historiography, Ahle-Bayt.
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