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A Look at the Rhetorical Miracle of the
Qur’an in Surah al-Wagqi‘ah

Ahmad Rabbanikhahl Zahra Moti* Haq2

. Abstract

Examining the evidences and aspects of the Qur’an’s miraculous nature—
recognized as the clearest and strongest proof of the Prophet’s mission—is
essential and serves as a firm response to the objections raised by
opponents. Scholars of Qur’anic sciences have identified several aspects of
Qur’anic inimitability (iaz), among which its literary miracle is one of the
most prominent. The rhetorical or literary inimitability, which is the most
widely known aspect of the Qur’an’s miracle, is strongly manifested in
Surah al-Wagqi‘ah. It demonstrates the peak of eloquence and rhetorical
excellence in this surah. The features of this type of inimitability can be
observed in the selection of vocabulary—such as the word al-Wagqgi‘ah—the
unique stylistic and expressive manner of the surah, the use of various
literary devices, the harmonious rhythmic flow created through the
phonetic relationship between words and verses, and the thematic unity
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surrounding the subject of the Hereafter. Overall, the presence of multiple
forms of miraculousness in this surah—particularly the rhetorical
miracle—serves as further confirmation of the Qur’an’s divine origin and
the fact that it was revealed by the Almighty God to the Noble Prophet.

Keywords
Miracle, rhetorical miracle, Qur’anic rhythm, semantic harmony, Surah al-
Wagi‘ah.

Expanded Abstract
This study seeks to examine the rhetorical miracle (ijaz bayant) in Surah
al-Wagi‘ah not only through the perspectives of classical scholars,
exegetes, and traditional literary views, but also by integrating modern
approaches in linguistics and text analysis. Its aim is to reveal an aspect of
the Qur’an’s miraculous nature as manifested in this Surah.
Demonstrating the Qur’an’s miraculousness in its various dimensions—
beyond proving the prophethood of the Prophet Muhammad (s)—
confirms that these words and verses are not the Prophet’s own speech,
but divine revelations sent to his blessed heart. This very fact is what
makes human beings incapable of producing anything comparable to it.
Thus, examining the reasons and dimensions of Qur’anic ijaz, as the
clearest and most decisive proof of the Messenger’s prophethood, is
essential and serves as a firm response to objections raised by opponents.
Scholars of Qur’anic studies have identified multiple dimensions of the
Qur’an’s miraculous nature, such as rhetorical, scientific, legislative, and
unseen (ghaybi) miracles. Among these, the rhetorical or literary miracle
is one of the most prominent and widely recognized aspects—although in
recent decades, scholarly attention has shifted more toward scientific
miracle claims. The rhetorical miracle is the very domain through which
God challenged all humans and jinn to produce something like the Qur’an.
At the time of revelation, Arabs had reached the peak of eloquence and
rhetorical mastery. It was precisely in such a context that the Qur’an was
revealed and challenged a people known for their linguistic excellence.
According to Qur’anic scholars, the rhetorical miracle of the Qur’an can be
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summarized in five main areas: 1. Intentional and precise selection of
words. 2. A novel and unparalleled style of expression. 3. The rhythmic
and harmonious structure of the Qur’an. 4. Semantic coherence and
thematic unity. 5. Use of literary devices, such as simile, metaphor, and
other rhetorical subtleties. Considering that most prior studies on
Qur’anic rhetoric belong to earlier scholars—who did not fully address all
rhetorical aspects nor benefit from modern linguistic methodologies—new
investigations into the Qur’an’s literary miracle are warranted. Surah al-
Wagqi‘ah offers a vivid manifestation of this type of miracle and displays
extraordinary eloquence and rhetorical beauty. Surah al-Wagqi‘ah, the
fifty-seventh Surah of the Qur’an and part of the twenty-seventh juz’, is a
Meccan Surah consisting of 96 verses. It is named al-Wagi‘ah (“The
Event”), one of the names of the Day of Resurrection, due to the
appearance of this word in its opening verse. This Surah discusses the
Resurrection and its conditions. The rhetorical miracle of the Surah can be
observed in its masterful word choices—such as the term wagqi‘ah itself—
its remarkable style, its use of diverse literary devices, its melodious
rhythm with harmonious sound patterns, and its thematic unity
surrounding the topic of the Hereafter. Collectively, the various forms of
ijaz in this Surah, especially the rhetorical miracle, constitute yet another
affirmation of the Qur’an’s divine origin and its revelation from the
Almighty God to the Prophet (s). Careful reflection upon the Surah reveals
multiple specimens of Qur’anic miracles—including rhetorical, scientific,
and unseen miracles—that merit detailed classification and study.
Accordingly, the central question of this research is: In which dimensions
can the rhetorical miracle of Surah al-Wagqi‘ah be examined?

An analysis of the five dimensions of rhetorical ijaz in this Surah
indicates that all five markers of eloquence and rhetorical excellence are
observed in the highest degree. The Surah’s vocabulary is selected with
exceptional precision and deliberate design. For example, the word
wagqi‘ah, used for the Day of Resurrection, represents a clear instance of
the Surah’s miraculous lexical selection—any alternative word would
disrupt the linguistic cohesion of both the Surah and its opening verse.
Many other words in the Surah, such as maymanah, mash’‘amah, and
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na‘im, also exhibit the same lexical mastery. Another rhetorical hallmark
of the Surah lies in its unique and captivating style, a feature evident
throughout the Qur’an but particularly prominent here. Given that its
content centers on the Day of Judgment, the Surah employs innovative
grammatical patterns to describe the events of Reckoning. These include
clustered and suspended thematic structures, lexical chains and balances,
and the use of figurative expressions. The use of the rhetorical device of
tarsi‘ (balanced phrasing) in introducing the three groups on the Day of
Judgment is another literary masterpiece within the Surah. The melodious
rhythmic structure of the Qur’an in this surah is also employed in the most
beautiful way to serve the delivery of its content. The harmony between
sound and meaning—both at the level of individual words and across the
verses—has been observed in the best and most refined manner.
Moreover, this surah is rich in meaning and contains profoundly striking
themes. The thematic unity and coherence surrounding the Resurrection,
the world after death, and subjects such as the state of a human being at
the moment of agony and death, along with related issues, are clearly
evident throughout the surah and further affirm its rhetorical
inimitability. The precision and intelligence in employing the subtleties of
eloquence and the use of rhetorical devices have made it possible to
extract numerous points and nuances from Surah Wagqi‘ah. The beautiful
conceptual contrasts found in this surah are only a small example of these
subtleties.
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