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Abstract

Wasl (connection) and fasl (separation) are among the most fundamental
topics in the science of ma‘ani (semantics). Abd al-Qahir Jurjani, in his
book Dala’il al-Ijaz (The Proofs of Inimitability), regards wasl and fasl as
the core of eloquence and believes that fasl involves a single declarative
judgment, while wasl combines two related judgments. Some verses of
Surah al-Insan begin with the conjunction wa (“and”), whereas others do
not. Interpreting the use or omission of this conjunction provides a deeper
understanding of the meanings of the verses in this surah. The connection
and separation of the verses in this chapter are closely related to their
concepts. Accordingly, this study, adopting a descriptive—analytical
method and relying on Jurjani’s theories, examines this topic in Surah al-
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Insan. The results indicate that in this surah, 21 sentences appear as fasl
(separation) and 22 as wasl (connection). The sections describing the
righteous (abrar) in paradise and the rulings related to the Prophet are all
expressed through wasl, indicating that these actions are fully performed
and share a common aspect. In contrast, the verses expressing temporary
states appear through fasl, demonstrating that these conditions are stable
and inseparable components of their contexts.

Keywords
literary exegesis, Surah al-Insan, rhetoric, wasl and fasl, Abd al-Qahir

Jurjani.

Extended Abstract

Drawing on the rhetorical insights of Abd al-Qahir Jurjani in Dala’il al-
Ijaz, the present study aims to examine the sentences in Surah al-Insan,
analyze the instances of wasl (conjunction) and fasl (separation) and their
underlying reasons, and thereby facilitate a deeper understanding of the
message and content of the verses for readers. Through this analysis, the
study seeks to shed light on an aspect of the Qur’an’s miraculous nature
within this rhetorical domain. In the Qur’an, some sentences are linked
together by the particle wa (“and”), which constitutes wasl (connection),
while others—despite the presence of conditions that might justify it—
appear without wa, constituting fasl (separation). Each of these positions
has its own conditions and types that require explanation, for the text in
question is the Qur’an: a divine miracle. Jurjani discusses wasl and fasl
under two main headings in Dala’il al-Ijaz. He first examines wasl and
fasl in circumstantial clauses (jumlah haliyyah), and then addresses the
topic more generally in all types of sentences. In summary, he argues that
the presence of wa indicates two shared judgments, whereas its absence
signals that the subsequent statement follows the ruling of the preceding
one and expresses an independent judgment nested within the first
meaning. Contemplation of Surah al-Insan reveals that some of its verses
begin with wa and others do not, and that certain sentences express
circumstantial meaning—sometimes marked with the circumstantial wa,
and at other times lacking it. Since this surah presents vivid portrayals of
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Paradise, descriptions of the righteous (abrar), and aspects of human
creation, each instance of wasl or fasl in it must therefore possess its own
precise rationale, which calls for systematic analysis.

Surah al-Insan contains 22 occurrences of wa that form the instances
of wasl, and 21 sentences that appear in fasl (without wa). Additionally,
among the five circumstantial sentences in the surah—which are typically
discussed under fasl—each appears without the circumstantial wa. This
study seeks to answer the following questions: 1. According to Jurjani’s
perspective, what semantic function do fasl and wasl serve in Surah al-
Insan? 2. How does a systematic analysis of these instances contribute to
a more precise understanding of meaning for the reader?

This research employs a descriptive—analytical and library-based
method and examines the topic of wasl and fasl in Surah al-Insan based
on Jurjani’s theoretical framework.

Through examining the instances of wasl (conjunction) and fasl
(separation) in Surah al-Insan, it becomes evident that all positions in
which the state (hal) of the human being is described appear as
circumstantial clauses (jumal haliyyah) without the particle wa. The
reason is that these human states fall entirely under the ruling of the
preceding clause, indicating that a person’s state is an inseparable
component of the primary judgment. When the surah describes the
human being’s condition in Paradise, it shows that all such states are part
of God’s reward, and these conditions in Paradise remain subordinate to
that very reward. On the other hand, the findings show that whenever God
intends to present two rulings independently of one another, He employs
wa to connect the sentences so that this distinction is conveyed clearly.
Accordingly, in the verses directed to the Prophet (peace be upon him), all
the commands appear in the form of wasl, indicating that these actions
must each be carried out separately yet in a shared fashion by the Prophet,
and that subordinating one command to another would disrupt the
intended meaning. Systematic analysis of the wasl and fasl positions in
Surah al-Insan demonstrates that each ruling accompanies one action.
When two rulings are joined with wa, it indicates that the two actions are
jointly required and that two distinct acts are performed. Conversely,
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when wa does not occur between two sentences, the meaning conveys one
primary ruling along with a secondary ruling subordinate to it. Thus, in
Surah al-Insan, whenever states are being described, the sentences appear
in fasl to emphasize the unity between the action denoting the state and
the one described by it. Conversely, when the descriptions of the
inhabitants of Paradise are mentioned, the sentences appear in wasl to
show that all the mentioned attributes and blessings are realized for the
righteous and that the rulings are shared among them.
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