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Abstract

This study aims to clarify the concept of modern Jahiliyyah (ignorance)
political authority in the fields of politics and society. The underlying
assumption is that modern Jahiliyyah political authority seeks to
eliminate governance based on divine values from society and politics,
instead imposing and injecting non-divine values into the thoughts of
individuals and the community. The research is based on analyzing
relevant data and employs the method of thematic interpretation, with
particular emphasis on the interrogative approach (istintaqi) of Shahid
Mohammad Bager Sadr. Verses of the Quran that explicitly address the
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struggle against ignorance serve as the reference framework for this study.
The main findings indicate that denial of God, opposition to revealed
teachings, adherence to personal desires, arrogance, and incitement of
sedition constitute the core essence of modern Jahiliyyah political
authority in society and politics. The study examines and critiques the
foundations, worldview, and behaviors of modern Jahiliyyah political
authority, particularly in the realm of political life, from the perspective of
the Quran, and explains their invalidity. Quranic strategies for confronting
the foundations and behaviors of modern Jahiliyyah political authority
emphasize concepts such as God-centeredness, resistance to arrogance,
and the integration of religion and politics, while in all decisions,
approaches, and behaviors, adherence to the mandates and prohibitions
of divine revelation is maintained.

Keywords
Political authority, modern Jahiliyyah, worldview, power-seeking,
anthropology, epistemology, relativism, empiricism.

Extended Abstract

This study aims to explain the concept of modern Jahiliyyah (ignorance)
political authority in the realms of politics and society and to critique it
from the perspective of the Holy Quran. Undoubtedly, one of the most
dynamic and pressing topics today is modern Jahiliyyah political
authority, which is considered novel because many countries and
governments are caught in this modern ignorance, following its policies
while remaining unaware of their own submersion in ignorance. The study
assumes that modern Jahiliyyah political authority seeks to eliminate
divine values from society and governance, aiming to inject non-divine
values and impose them on the thoughts of people and communities.
Historical developments of modern Jahiliyyah political authority indicate
that today it manifests as a popular ideology in global political life,
fundamentally opposing monotheistic governance. Through hard
strategies such as violence and aggression, and soft strategies such as
deception and manipulation, it seeks to eliminate the political authority
and teachings of pure Islam from the international arena. It attempts to
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restructure the relationship between Lord and servant within political
authority to institutionalize secularism and laicism. Divine governance is
ignored, and human authority is established as a primary principle in
political life. Its focus is exclusively on the material world and nature,
dismissing revelation as a source of guidance. Unfortunately, many
Islamic and non-Islamic countries have fallen into the trap of this
dangerous ideology.

It should be noted that modern Jahiliyyah is not inherently opposed to
science; in fact, it often elevates human knowledge and technology. Yet, it
remains immersed in ignorance, perceiving divine and prophetic
teachings on governance and politics as adversarial. Therefore, modern
Jahiliyyah can be characterized by barbarism, savagery, rebellion against
God, violence, despotism, self-centeredness, absurdity, and the
manipulation and exploitation of humans. To overcome this crisis, society
must turn to the divine word (the Holy Quran) to address and resolve this
major human problem. Accordingly, this study seeks to explain modern
Jahiliyyah political authority from the perspective of the Quran and to
answer the question: What is modern Jahiliyyah political authority? The
study hypothesizes that modern Jahiliyyah political authority aims to
eliminate divine governance, separate religion from politics, weaken
governance, and undermine the authority of Islamic societies and nations.

This study, titled A Critique of the Principles and Conduct of the
Political Sovereignty of Modern Jahiliyyah, employs a critical and
inferential—dialogical method. The research process is as follows: first, by
applying the critical and inferential-dialogical approach and content-
descriptive analysis, the various forms of political sovereignty of modern
Jahiliyyah are examined. Then, they are evaluated and critiqued based on
Qur’anic evidence. Finally, the desirable Qur’anic model of governance is
extracted.

The findings of this study indicate that the political sovereignty of
modern Jahiliyyah can be identified based on three fundamental axes.

1. Ontology of Modern Jahiliyyah
In this framework, the existence of Almighty God is absolutely denied
within the realm of thought and reflection. The prominent thinkers of
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modern Jahiliyyah who have addressed this issue have ignored the
existence of the One Creator in the universe, confining existence to nature
and the material world while rejecting what lies beyond it. However, from
the Qur’anic perspective, such a conception of existence is baseless,
erroneous, and false, as divine grace continuously flows throughout all
existence.

2. Anthropology of Modern Jahiliyyah

This paradigm emphasizes absolute human autonomy and universal
human agency. Particularly in matters of political sovereignty, it
persistently seeks to remove divine authority from the sphere of politics
and governance and to replace it with human sovereignty within society.
Yet, from the Qur’anic standpoint, such a paradigm is groundless, and its
invalidity is explicitly stated.

3. Epistemology of Modern Jahiliyyah

Modern Jahiliyyah denies the existence of truth in the course of human
life, especially in political and social domains. Consequently, it tends
toward relativism and empiricism, straying from the path of truth and
rectitude. The Qur’an critiques the epistemology of modern Jahiliyyah and
firmly rejects such modes of thought. From the Qur’anic view, truth is
evident and unmistakable, and epistemology without truth is impossible.

Conclusion

The denial of God, opposition to divine revelation, pursuit of carnal
desires, arrogance, and sedition constitute the core and essence of the
political sovereignty of modern Jahiliyyah in social and political spheres.
This study examines and critiques the foundations, worldview, and
behaviors of the political sovereignty of modern Jahiliyyah in its essential
dimensions—particularly political life—from the Qur’anic perspective,
demonstrating its invalidity. The Qur’anic strategies for confronting the
foundations and behaviors of modern Jahiliyyah’s political sovereignty
emphasize the principles of theocentrism, resistance to arrogance
(istikbar), and the integration of religion and politics, while maintaining
adherence to the commands and prohibitions of divine revelation in all
approaches and actions.
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