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The Magtal al-Husayn of Aba Hatam Muhammad b. Hibban al-Busti (d. 354/965): With a Review of His
Historiography
Rasal Ja‘fariyan

Abstract: In the landscape of Islamic historiography there exist certain stations that have thus far received little
scholarly attention. One of these is the work of Ibn Hibban al-Busti (d. 354/965), who, while recognized as a
traditionist (ahl al-padith), was also shaped by the intellectual traditions of Khurasan and Sistan. His al- Thigat and
al-Majrihin are well-known, alongside his Sabth and Rawdat al-Uqala’, each of which bears distinctive features.
A significant portion of al-Thigat is devoted to the Prophet’s sira and the history of the caliphs, yet one of its
sections—written at unusual length compared to the rest—concerns the Magtal al-Husayn. This article discusses
Ibn Hibban’s historiographical contributions in general and focuses in particular on his account of the martyrdom
of al-Husayn.

Keywords: Islamic historiography; Ibn Hibban al-Bustt; al-Thigat; al-Majrihin; Maqtal al-Husayn.
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