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ABSTRACT

The issue of wujuh (semantic aspects) and naza'ir (similarities) in the Quran
has long been a focus of scholars in Quranic sciences. Each scholar, based on
their intellectual foundations and individual capacities, has made significant
contributions to the conceptual and practical elucidation of this topic. The
oldest extant work in this field is Al-Ashbah wa al-Naza'ir, authored by
Mugatil ibn Sulayman al-Balkhi (d. 150 AH). This study endeavors to
reevaluate and analyze Muaqatil's methodology in interpreting Quranic
vocabulary as presented in his book, using an inductive approach. It aims to
provide a precise analysis of the interpretive methods employed in the second
century AH, thereby laying a foundation for future research on the semantics
of Quranic vocabulary. The study concludes that Mugatil employed both
intra-Quranic and extra-Quranic methods to uncover the various semantic
aspects of Quranic vocabulary. His intra-Quranic approach includes methods
such as interpreting the Quran through the Quran itself, examining the unity
of context, and considering the occasions of revelation (sha'm nuzil). In
contrast, his extra-Quranic approach relies on linguistic principles such as
homonymy (ishtirak lafzi), metaphor (majaz), allegory (isti'arah), and
antithetical meaning (mafhum mukhalif). Notably, the intra-Quranic
approach, particularly the use of contextual analysis, dominates over the
extra-Quranic methods in this work.
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