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Abstract

Abi al-Hasan “Al1 ibn ‘Umar al-Daraqutni was a prominent Sunni scholar and the author of the
work Fada’il al-Sahaba. The central question of this study is whether and to what extent al-
Daraqutn’s compilation of Fada’il al-Sahaba in the fourth century AH was shaped by the
intellectual discourse of Baghdad. The underlying concern in critiquing this work lies in the
influence of extra-theological factors on its composition. Based on the hypothesis advanced here,
the socio-historical and cultural environment surrounding al-Daraqutni played a decisive role in
directing him toward a dual approach—conciliatory-moderate on one hand, and polemical-critical
on the other—while also fostering a degree of tolerance in his engagement with Imami doctrines
concerning the status of the Companions and the virtues of the first two caliphs. By adducing
various pieces of evidence from the cultural and intellectual atmosphere of Baghdad between the
third and fifth centuries AH, this article demonstrates how the scholarly milieu of al-Daraqutni’s
time informed the compilation of his Fada’il al-Sahaba. It argues that both cultural-political
factors and intellectual currents in Baghdad significantly influenced his work, ultimately steering
al-Daraqutni toward a polemical-critical stance vis-a-vis Imami Shi‘ism on the issues of the
virtues of the first caliphs and the justice of the Companions, despite his awareness that Twelver
Shi‘ites fundamentally rejected such notions.
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