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Abstract

In Islam, valuable doctrinal teachings have been presented, and their application requires precise inference
from religious texts. Kalam (Islamic theology) is the discipline responsible for doctrinal knowledge in the
Muslim world. This raises the question: What is the inferential capacity of Kalam? Can it succeed in this
regard? This research employs a descriptive-analytical method to explore this question. The capacity of any
discipline arises from its foundational components. The elements of Kalam—its issues, principles, sources,
and methods of reasoning—have been selected and structured in accordance with its primary aim: to defend
doctrinal knowledge. Consequently, its inferential capacity is inherently limited. Modifying the objective of
Kalam or introducing the goal of doctrinal inference is untenable, as its foundational components—which
define its essence—are incompatible with objectives that diverge from its original defensive purpose. When
two objectives diverge to the extent that they necessitate distinct issues, principles, sources, and methods of
reasoning, separate disciplines must be established for each goal. Kalam possesses a sufficient capacity to
defend doctrinal knowledge; however, the derivation of doctrinal teachings necessitates the establishment
of an independent discipline, along with the selection and formulation of appropriate sources, issues,
principles, and methods of reasoning to achieve this objective.
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Introduction & Problem Statement
Beliefs, which form the foundation of human personality and behavior, play a crucial role in shaping
individual and societal lifestyles. Given the significance of this topic, accessing accurate doctrinal
knowledge from religious sources is an undeniable necessity. Kalam (Islamic theology), as a discipline
dedicated to defending religious beliefs, has always garnered interest. However, the central question
remains whether this discipline has the capacity for the systematic deduction of doctrinal knowledge.

Methodology
This study utilizes an analytical-descriptive approach to assess the deductive capacity of Kalam by
exploring its constituent components, such as its subject matter, objectives, issues, principles, sources,
and reasoning methods. A comparative analysis between the goals and methods of Kalam and the
requirements for deducing doctrinal knowledge highlights the necessity of establishing a new discipline.

Discussion
1. Conceptual Clarification
In this section, the definitions of science, beliefs, and Kalam are examined. Science is defined as a
coherent system of epistemic propositions comprising a subject matter, objectives, issues, principles,
sources, and reasoning methods. Beliefs are described as firm and foundational religious convictions
that shape the Islamic worldview. Kalam is characterized as a systematic discipline that employs rational
and transmitted methods to defend religious beliefs.
2. Examination of the Deductive Capacity of Kalam's Components
The article analyzes the components of Kalam—subject matter, objectives, issues, principles, sources,
and reasoning methods—to assess its deductive capacity. While Kalam's subject matter is not inherently
limited in addressing doctrinal knowledge, its primary objective is to defend religious beliefs rather than
deduce them. Introducing deduction as an additional objective faces significant challenges due to
differences in required issues, principles, and methods.
- Issues in Kalam primarily revolve around sectarian disputes and philosophical debates, leaving many
doctrinal teachings unaddressed.
- Principles of Kalam are often formulated as doctrinal boundaries for sects rather than tools for
deduction.
- Sources in Kalam, when used for defense, include beliefs accepted by opponents, whereas doctrinal
deduction relies solely on reason and revelation.
- Reasoning methods in Kalam are predominantly dialectical, whereas doctrinal deduction requires
demonstrative and certainty-inducing approaches.
These differences indicate that Kalam cannot adequately meet the needs of systematically deducing
doctrinal teachings.
3. Proposal for Establishing an Independent Discipline for Deduction of Doctrinal Teachings
The article proposes the establishment of an independent discipline titled “Science of Doctrines”
(Aga'id) for deducing doctrinal teachings. This discipline should include the following features:
- Subject matter and objective: doctrinal teachings and its deduction from religious texts.
- Issues: compilation of all doctrinal propositions from Quranic verses and hadiths.
- Principles: derivation of rules from general doctrinal propositions in religious texts.
- Sources: the Qur’an, Sunnah, and reason as primary sources.
- Reasoning Methods: Use of demonstrative methods to uncover doctrinal truths.

Conclusion
Every scientific discipline, as a coherent epistemic system, consists of six fundamental pillars: a defined
subject matter, clear objectives, specific issues, authoritative sources, theoretical foundations, and
methods of reasoning. These elements collectively determine the capacity and efficacy of any discipline.
Among them, the objective serves as the central axis, shaping the other components.
Kalam, as a discipline developed in a specific historical context, primarily aims to defend religious
beliefs against doubts and objections. This objective has led to its focus on sectarian disputes and
responses to intellectual challenges across different eras. The principles governing Kalam are largely
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formulated as sectarian doctrinal boundaries, lacking a deductive approach. While these features are
effective for defensive purposes, they are insufficient for the systematic deduction of doctrinal
knowledge from religious texts.
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3. Dogmatic theology
4. Apologetics
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