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Abstract

The present study examines the perfect human being in the mystical cosmology of Raz-i Shirazi. According
to him, the establishment of the world and its survival depends on the existence of the perfect human being,
which refers to the holy presence of Muhammad and Ali and their pure descendants. By examining his
works, we find that the perfect human being has two relationships with the world. In the first relationship,
he is a part of the world or the sixth order; this relationship is a vertical relationship; in a general division,
he has considered five orders for divine manifestations, which are known as the Five Presences. In addition
to mentioning the Five Presences, he has also described the worlds that are the result of the manifestation
of each of the Presences. On this basis, a world emerges from the manifestation of each Presence, and in this
way, different worlds (the worlds of divinity, power, sovereignty, dominion and the perfect human being)
emerge. In his opinion, the world of human nature, which includes the four divine worlds, as well as those
worlds are included in the world of the human nature structure. In another sense, he is the intermediary of
creation or creation of the world; and in a sense, he is both the cause and the reason for the creation of the
world. Based on Shiite verses and hadiths and relying on the concept of divine guardianship, he considers
the perfect human being to be the place of God's will, the intermediary of divine grace... Using library
resources, the position of the perfect human being in the system of existence is explained in a descriptive-
analytical manner.
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Introduction and Problem Statement
This article aims, through a descriptive-analytical method and based on a comprehensive study of Raz-
i Shirazi's collected works and relevant library sources, to explain the position of Insan-i Kamil within
his cosmological worldview.

An examination of his works reveals that, for Raz-i Shirazi, Insan-i Kamil is the very foundation and
the very reason for existence. From his perspective, Insan-e Kamil is the essence of creation and the
ultimate cause and purpose behind the origination of the cosmos. Accordingly, Raz-i Shirazi identifies
Insan-e-Kamil as the Kawn-i Jami* (the All-comprehensive Being), the most complete manifestation
(mazhar-i atamm) of the Divine Essence, the first theophany, the station of aw adna (the closest
proximity), the First Act (fi ‘I-e-awwal), the First Emanation, and the primordial divine manifestation
known in metaphysics as Akadiyya and the First Determination (za ‘ayyun-i awwal). In his view, the first
reality that emerged from the Hidden Treasure (kanz-i makhfi) was the essential Divine Love (hubb-i
dhati)—God’s love for His own Essence. This Aubb is interpreted by Raz as the sacred Light (nir-i
mugqaddas) of the Muhammadan and Alavid Realities, which include and contain within themselves all
the ascending and descending levels of existence. Thus, Insan-e-Kamil —as the sacred, divine Light
(nar-i lahari) of the Supreme Divine Essence (dhat-i ahadiyya)—is both the origin and ultimate end of
all realms and causes, and the ultimate purpose of the realm of causality (‘alam al-asbab). The Sacred
Light referred to here is identified with the Universal Divine Guardianship (wilayat-i kulliyya ilahiyya),
which is the shadow and manifestation of the Divine Essence, and the inner reality and mystery of the
Muhammadan and Alavid Figures. This Light is also known as the Divine Will (mashi’at ilahiyya),
which descends through the planes of existence in successive degrees of luminosity: Light (nir),
Radiance (diya’), Shadow (zill), and Reflected Light (fay’). Raz-i Shirazi, in exploring the relationship
between the cosmos and Insan-e-Kamil, states that the human being is a microcosm (‘@lam-i saghir)
that contains within his inner being the entire macrocosm ( ‘@lam-i kabir). In his view, the universe itself
is the Perfect and Greater Human, while everything in the cosmos has its more complete and essential
prototype embedded within the being of the Perfect Human. Though man, in outward form, possesses a
limited and small body and appears as a part of the world, inwardly, the human reality includes the
universe and transcends it.

Methodology
The present study explores the concept of the Perfect Human (Insan-i Kamil) in the cosmological system
of Raz-i Shirazi. Aba al-Qasim Husayni Sharifi Dhahabi, known as "Aqa Mirza Baba" and pen-named
"Raz", was a master of the Dhahabiyya Sufi order, a philosopher, and a Shi‘i mystic of the 13th century
AH.

Discussion
In a comprehensive cosmological schema, Raz-i Shirazi identifies five primary levels of Divine
manifestation, referred to as the Five Divine Presences (hadarat-e khams), each giving rise to a distinct
world. Each of these realms is progressively more expansive, subtle, and exalted than the one preceding
it.

The universal realms of existence are: Lahit (the realm of Divinity), Jabariit (the realm of Power),
Malakit (the realm of Dominion), Mulk (the physical world), and the realm of Insan-e-Kamil.

The World of Insan-e-Kamil includes and integrates all preceding worlds, which is why it is called
the Kawn-i Jami‘—the All-comprehensive Being. This is the highest attribute of Insan-i Kamil, through
whom the Divine Mystery is fully disclosed, and the ultimate aim of creation and theophany is realized.
Although the elemental and physical form of Insan-e-Kamil appears at the final stage of manifestation,
his essential reality (hagiqgat-i wujidiyya) precedes all other manifestations and cannot be relegated to
the lowest ontological level. Raz identifies the primary referents of Insan-i Kamil as the Muhammadan
and Alavid Realities—the spiritual and essential Fathers of creation—through whom the cosmos was
brought into being. Just as the origination of the universe is dependent upon their existence, so too is its
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continuation. From this perspective, Insan-i Kamil functions as the Pole (quzb) of the realm of possibility
(‘alam al-imkan), around whom the entire circle of existence revolves and by whom it is sustained.

Conclusion

He further explains that, in their inner reality, Insan-e-Kamil is identical with the Divine Command
(amr-i -ilahi)—the very reality from which all beings derive their existence and which serves as the
medium and source of the Divine effusion (fayd) into the world. This is because the granting of fayd
from the Essence cannot occur directly without a mediating principle. Insan-e-Kamil—embodied in the
Muhammadan and Alavid figures—is characterized by a thousand attributes of Divine Essence,
excluding three essential divine rights: Ulihiyya (Godhood), Amr (Command), and Khalg (Creation).
These are exclusively reserved for the Divine Essence, and the exception of these three is meant to
distinguish between the Creator and the created, the Worshipped and the worshipper. Ulihiyya is a
station that is related to the Essence of the One and is utterly beyond the comprehension of human
intellects. However, the reality of Relative Walaya (wilayat-i idafiyya), which is the shadow and
manifestation of the Essential Walaya, is Light, Manifestation, Act, and the First Created Being. It may
not be associated with the attribute of Ullihiyya, because this realm belongs only to God's supreme
authority. All blessings and good come only from the Supreme Divine Essence, and none share in the
three core attributes: Divinity (Ulithiyya), Command (4mr), and Creation (Khalg). Thus, Divine
Command is the Act of God, while Creation is the Act of the Command—and both are exclusive to the
Divine Essence. For this reason, the Muhammadan and Alavid Realities never claim Divinity or
Lordship.
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