Vol. 20, Issue 1, Spring 2025, pp. 47-59

Online: 2538-595X

Journal of Studies of Human Settlemen Planning

Journal homepage: http:/jshsp.iaurasht.ac.ir

Analyzing the Factors Influencing the Improvement of Citizens'
Sense of Belonging in Arvand River Riverside Parks

Mohammad Hossein Rezapanah?, Vahid Qabadian® & Mehdi Khakzand?®

1. Department of Architecture, Faculty of Architecture, Emirates Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran
2. Department of Architecture, Central Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran
3. Department of Architecture, University of Science and Technology, Tehran, Iran

= Corresponding author: Email: Mohammadhossine.rezapanah@iau.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Avrticle history:
Received: 09 April 2023
Received in revised form:
09 December 2023
Accepted: 09 December
2023

Published online: 09 April
2025

Keywords:

Place, Sense of Belonging,
Park, Riverside, Arvand
River

Among the natural environments of urban rivers, as hidden spaces, there are
opportunities to create a sense of belonging and improve the urban space that have
been neglected, and due to the lack of green and open spaces in cities and despite their
many potentials; They cannot be fully used and consumed. The edge of Arvand River
is one of these environments which, despite many facilities, unfortunately has many
problems due to the war conditions and the economic situation. Therefore, in this
research, the authors are looking for a solution for the optimal use of this space by
emphasizing this urban space. The main goal of the research is to analyze the factors
affecting the improvement of citizens' sense of belonging in the parks along the Orand
River in Iran. The current research, using the qualitative-quantitative research method
and the method of collecting information in the form of library and field studies, using
the questionnaire tool and chi-square statistic along with the content analysis method,
investigates the factors affecting the improvement of citizens' sense of belonging in the
parks along the Arvand River. the payment. Based on this, Arvand River axis was
divided into four areas and then each area was analyzed separately. The results showed
that the physical and environmental components of these areas have the greatest
impact on people's sense of belonging. This type of influence in axes 1 and 2 has a
higher percentage. Besides, axis two is the most suitable axis from people's point of
view due to its proximity to the river from two directions. Meanwhile, axis 3 has the
least impact on the sense of belonging of the citizens of this axis due to its small
proportions and lack of diverse and suitable vegetation. In general, the studies showed
that the environmental, social, functional and physical components in axis 1 created
the greatest sense of belonging. This is despite the fact that the same components have
assigned a lower percentage in relation to creating a sense of belonging in other
measured axes. The results showed that among the four factors (physical, functional,
social and environmental), the physical characteristics of the elements of this range are
in the first degree of importance in terms of improving the sense of belonging to
citizens and transient people. Then, it is the physical connection of these elements and
their function that has affected the sense of belonging of the citizens.
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Extend Abstract

Introduction

Among the natural environments of urban rivers, as
hidden spaces, there are opportunities to create a
sense of belonging and improve the urban space that
have been neglected, and due to the lack of green
and open spaces in cities and despite their many
potentials; They cannot be fully used and
consumed. The edge of Arvandroud is one of these
environments which, despite many facilities,
unfortunately has many problems due to the war
conditions and the economic situation. Therefore, in
this research, the authors are looking for a solution
for the optimal use of this space by emphasizing this
urban space. Arvandrud has many facilities, but due

Methodology

The current research, using the qualitative-
quantitative research method and the method of
collecting information in the form of library and
field studies, using the questionnaire tool and chi-
square statistic along with the content analysis
method, investigates the factors affecting the
improvement of citizens' sense of belonging in the
parks along the Arvand River. the payment. Based
on this, Arvand River axis was divided into four
areas and then each area was analyzed separately.
The study area of this research is the edge of the
Arvand River, which is located in the southwest of

Results and discussion

The findings indicate that the physical and
environmental components of these areas exert the
greatest influence on people's sense of belonging.
This type of impact is most pronounced in Axes 1
and 2. Notably, Axis 2 is considered the most
suitable axis from individuals’ perspectives due to
its proximity to the river. Conversely, Axis 3
exhibits the least influence on citizens’ sense of
belonging, attributed to its smaller proportions and
lack of diverse and suitable vegetation. Overall, the
investigations revealed that the environmental,
social, functional, and physical components in Axis
1 contribute significantly to a heightened sense of
belonging. In contrast, these components in the
other assessed axes displayed lower percentages
regarding their contribution to fostering a sense of
belonging. Additionally, the findings suggest that
among the four factors (physical, functional, social,
and environmental), environmental components

Conclusion

Recreation in parks along riverbanks revolves
around nature, and to establish a balance between
the natural environment and the built surroundings,
it is crucial to consider the elements that foster a

to the war and economic conditions, it has many
problems. Therefore, in order to solve the problems
of Arvand River, the main goal of the research is to
analyze the factors affecting the improvement of
citizens' sense of belonging in the parks along the
Orand River in Iran. The questions addressed in this
research are as follows: 1. What are the factors
influencing the enhancement of citizens' sense of
belonging in the parks along the Arvand River in
Iran? 2. Among the components that create a sense
of belonging, which ones play a more significant
role in the design of parks along the Arvand River
in Iran?

Khuzestan province with an area of 37 thousand
hectares and a population of 382 thousand people,
and includes parts of Abadan and Khoramshahr
cities, where the wurban areas of Abadan,
Khoramshahr and Minoushahr are located.
Accordingly, the dependent variable is the sense of
belonging among citizens, which must be enhanced;
the independent variables include the physical,
environmental, and functional components, while
the intervening variables consist of political and
social factors that will be examined based on the
research process.

(such as vegetation and green spaces, and the
absence of environmental pollution) rank second in
importance. According to the zoning conducted
along the Arvand River in the city of
Khorramshahr, green spaces and vegetation emerge
as positive factors that significantly contribute to the
sense of belonging among users of Axes 1 and 2.
Furthermore, the relationship between the physical
factors in these areas and their functionality is
crucial, as it affects citizens’ sense of belonging.
This connection engenders spatial and implicit
meanings within citizens, enhancing their visual and
sensory perceptions in these areas through these
factors. Some citizens even reported experiencing
mental peace and comfort due to their presence in
these areas, suggesting that this form of emotional
comfort fostered their sense of belonging through
these physical elements.

sense of belonging to these places. In the riverside
park of the Arvand River in Iran (in the city of
Khorramshahr), which was divided into four axes, it
was determined that the physical and environmental
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components of these areas have the greatest impact
on people's sense of belonging.

The results of this research show that the effective
factors in the tendency of citizens to use common
The results showed that among the four factors
(physical, functional, social and environmental), the
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physical characteristics of the elements of this range
are in the first degree of importance in terms of
improving the sense of belonging to citizens and
transient people. Then, it is the physical connection
of these elements and their function that has affected
the sense of belonging of the citizens.
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