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Abstract:

The study of the relationship between women and society in contemporary Iran
constitutes an emergent field within cultural sociology and gender theory, inviting
multidimensional inquiry through the conceptual lenses of the public sphere, symbolic
action, and social representation. Anchored in Paul Ricoeur’s philosophical hermeneutics
and guided by an interpretive epistemology, this research seeks to elucidate the
modalities of women’s appearance and absence within the Iranian public sphere. The
central question revolves around how Iranian women, situated within a historically and
culturally embedded structure of marginality, reconstitute social meaning and agency in
public life—often through indirect, symbolic, or concealed forms of participation that
render “absence” itself a mode of “presence.” The findings suggest that women’s
engagement in the Iranian public sphere cannot be adequately understood in terms of
institutional or political participation alone. Rather, it must be approached as a
multilayered, intersubjective process in which feminine agency operates through
interpretation, representation, and cultural resistance. Within this framework, the concept
of active absence emerges as a key analytical category: it refers to a hermeneutic act
through which women consciously distance themselves from dominant structures while
simultaneously generating critical and meaning-laden forms of social presence.
Accordingly, the presence and influence of women in Iranian society are not reducible to
visible or institutional manifestations but are instead configured as complex, multi-scalar,
and historically entangled phenomena shaped by cultural narratives and discursive power.
Through a cross-disciplinary and hermeneutically informed methodology, the study seeks
to transcend reductionist biological or institutional approaches, conceptualizing women
as interpretive and meaning-producing subjects within Iran’s public domain.
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