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1 - Democratic Transition

2 - Power Elite

3 - Disintegrated Ruling Elites

4 - Cohesive Democratic Elites
5 - Ideologically Cohesive Elites
6 -Deadlock of Conflicts
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1 - Organization of Political Parties

2 - Populist Anti-Compromise Pressures
3 - Crisis

4 - Democratic Pact

5 - Legitimacy of Democracy

6 - Institutionalized Party System

7 - Authoritarianism
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Abstract:

This research examines the trajectory of democratization in contemporary Iran, identifying
three historical waves that culminated in a return to authoritarianism. It posits that a fourth
wave, initiated during the Reformist era (1997-2005), encountered a problematic transition,
which ultimately resulted in the consolidation of an authoritarian order under the
subsequent Moderate government (2013-2021)

The study is grounded in the methodological approach of critical rationalism and employs
a historical-comparative method. Its central research question is: Why did the democratic
transition process stall and lead to the consolidation of authoritarianism during the
Moderate era? To answer this, the research constructs a theoretical framework based on
actor-oriented theories of democratic transition. From this, it deduces that three necessary
conditions were absent: a "fragmented elite," a "democratic pact," and high "legitimacy of
democracy" or an “institutionalized party system".

The empirical analysis, using narrative and conjuncture techniques, focuses on the
Moderate period. The findings reveal that the persistence of a cohesive, ideologically
unified elite, combined with a prevailing state of crisis, directly led to authoritarian
consolidation. Crucially, this outcome occurred precisely because of the absence of the
necessary preconditions—an institutionalized party system and high democratic
legitimacy—which meant the crisis reinforced the authoritarian system instead of
challenging it. This conclusion challenges the expectations of mainstream actor-oriented
transition theories.

keywords:Democratization, Authoritarianism, Democratic  Transition, Principlists,
Reformists, Moderates, Wave of Democracy.
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