o.otwsﬂ W
0 Research Journal o / M y
on Business Law | W 9 JU/Q t—-//// g/j
g and Investment i g

The Legal Nature of Ownership of Works Resulting from Artificial
Intelligence

Mahsa Ebrahimi *@, Ali Komeilipour %=
1. Ph.D. Student in Private Law, Department of Law, Na.C., Islamic Azad University, Najafabad, Iran. E-mail:
mahsa.ebrahimi5231@iau.ac.ir
2. Assistant Professor, Department of Law, Na.C., Islamic Azad University, Najafabad, Iran. (Corresponding Author).

E-mail: alikomeilipour@iau.ac.ir

Received: 2025-09-15 How to cite this article:

Revised: 2025-10-04 Ebrahimi, M., & Komeilipour, A. (2025). The Legal Nature of Ownership
Accepted: 2025-10-05 of Works Resulting from Artificial Intelligence. Research Journal on
Available Online: 2025-09-23 Business Law and Investment, 1(1) (1): 181-200.

Introduction

The emergence of advanced artificial intelligence technologies has redefined the traditional
boundaries between humans and tools in the creation of literary, artistic, and scientific works.
These transformations have introduced unprecedented theoretical and practical challenges to
fundamental concepts of intellectual property law, including originality, creativity, and
ownership attribution.

Within this evolving context, the Iranian legal system faces a significant legislative gap.
Existing laws—such as the Law for the Protection of Authors and Composers (1969)—
recognize only human creators and remain silent regarding works produced by intelligent
systems. This silence has created legal uncertainty, weakened incentives for investment in the
knowledge-based economy, and may give rise to widespread legal disputes in the future.

Accordingly, this research seeks to analyze the legal nature of ownership of Al-generated
works. Employing an analytical-comparative approach, it examines the philosophical and
jurisprudential foundations of ownership and investigates the approaches adopted by the
United States, the European Union, and the United Kingdom. The study ultimately proposes a
balanced, indigenous legislative model for Iran.

By integrating the systematic capacities of Imami jurisprudence—particularly the rules of
Tasleeb (Dominion), Ehtiram-e Mal (Respect for Property), and Etlaf (Unlawful
Destruction)—with successful comparative experiences, the proposed model aims to foster
innovation while maintaining distributive justice in the digital domain.

The main objectives of this research are as follows: To elucidate the theoretical and
philosophical foundations for the protection of Al-generated works.

1. To conduct a comparative study of legal approaches in selected jurisdictions (the
United States, the European Union, and the United Kingdom).

2. To explore the capacities of Imami jurisprudence in addressing the ownership
challenges of Al-generated works.

3. To propose a balanced and indigenous legislative model for Iran.
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Method

This research employs an analytical-comparative methodology, utilizing library-based
resources. The theoretical section examines the philosophical foundations of intellectual
property—such as labor theory, personality theory, natural rights, utilitarianism, and the
knowledge-based economy. The jurisprudential analysis focuses on principles including
Sultanat (Dominion) and Etlaf (Unlawful Destruction), applying ijtihadi reasoning and
thematic adaptation. The comparative section critically evaluates the legal frameworks of the
United States, the European Union, and the United Kingdom.

Findings

1. Legislative Gap in Iranian Law: Current Iranian legislation, including the Law for the
Protection of Authors and Composers (1969) and the Computer Software Protection Law
(2000), recognizes only human creators and provides no legal standing for works produced by
Al. This gap has generated uncertainty among investors and stakeholders in the field of
artificial intelligence.

2. Capacities of Imami Jurisprudence: Although Imami jurisprudence does not attribute
independent legal personality to artificial intelligence, its general principles offer significant
potential for attributing works to human agents.

3. Legal, Social, and Economic Challenges:

e Legal: Defining originality, attributing ownership, and assigning moral responsibility.

e Social: The erosion of cultural values and the growing concentration of power in large
corporations.

e Economic: Reduced investment incentives and increased risk of unfair competition in
global markets.

The proposed model, drawing on both jurisprudential foundations and comparative
experiences, includes the following key elements:

o Attribution of ownership to the individual exercising dominion and deriving direct
benefit (user or developer).

o Establishment of a conditional and temporary protection regime.

o Creation of a national regulatory body for artificial intelligence governance.

Conclusion

Recognizing ownership of Al-generated works necessitates redefining traditional concepts
and developing a flexible, equitable legal framework. Iranian law, by drawing on its
jurisprudential heritage and integrating insights from international practice, can establish an
indigenous model that simultaneously promotes innovation and safeguards public interests
and distributive justice. Developing interdisciplinary education and establishing specialized
institutions are among the essential measures needed to bridge the current legislative gap and
ensure the sustainable growth of Al-related creativity and innovation.

English Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Intellectual Property, Comparative Law, Imami
Jurisprudence, Machine Works.
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