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Introduction

Financial crimes, especially fraud, are recognized as major social and economic challenges in
modern societies. These crimes not only cause significant financial losses but also undermine
public trust in economic and judicial systems. Among the numerous factors influencing the
commission of these crimes, the role of psychological factors, particularly personality
disorders, has received special attention. Personality disorders, by creating persistent
maladaptive behavioral, cognitive, and emotional patterns, can predispose individuals to
criminal behaviors, including deception, fraud, and financial exploitation. This research has
been conducted with the aim of explaining the relationship between various types of
personality disorders and the commission of financial crimes, particularly fraud. This study
seeks to answer whether personality disorders can significantly influence the commission of
such crimes and, if such an influence exists, which personality disorders are most associated
with financial criminal behaviors. The main objective of this research is to evaluate the role of
personality disorders in committing financial crimes and fraud. Additionally, identifying the
psychological characteristics and behavioral patterns of individuals with these disorders that
lead them towards financial crimes is considered a secondary objective of this study.

Method

This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and relied on library
studies. The required data were collected through a systematic review of scientific literature,
valid articles, and empirical reports in the fields of criminal psychology, criminology, and
law. The researchers, by performing qualitative content analysis of these sources, extracted
and categorized findings related to the connection between various types of personality
disorders and financial crimes.
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Findings

The findings of this study indicate that personality disorders, especially Antisocial,
Narcissistic, and Borderline Personality Disorders, have a significant relationship with
committing financial crimes and fraud. Individuals with Antisocial Personality Disorder, due
to characteristics such as disregard for the rights of others, deceitfulness, lack of guilt, and
inability to learn from punitive experiences, are directly prone to committing crimes like
fraud, embezzlement, and financial scams. These individuals use their social skills to deceive
victims. Those with Narcissistic Personality Disorder, motivated by maintaining a grandiose
self-image and gaining admiration and approval from others, may resort to financial fraud and
deception. They justify using illegal and deceptive methods to achieve financial success and
superior status. Individuals with Borderline Personality Disorder, due to emotional
instability, fear of abandonment, and impulsive behaviors, might turn to fraud and other
financial crimes when facing crises or psychological-economic pressures. Analysis of
psychological models also confirmed these results:

1. The Psychoticism Model attributes the root of these behaviors to unpleasant childhood
experiences and maladaptive defense mechanisms.

2. The Behavioral Model emphasizes the role of learning and the reinforcement of
criminal behaviors in the environment.

3. The Cognitive Model considers cognitive distortions such as self-centeredness and
disregard for consequences as the main factor.

4. The Sociocultural Model also acknowledges the influence of dysfunctional
environments and economic inequalities in the formation and reinforcement of these
behaviors.

Conclusion

In conclusion, it can be stated that personality disorders, particularly antisocial, narcissistic,
and borderline types, act as significant risk factors in committing financial crimes and fraud.
This connection is not solely due to individual factors; rather, there is a complex interaction
between personality traits, psychological factors, socio-economic conditions, and cultural
contexts. Therefore, preventive and combative approaches to financial crimes cannot focus
solely on punishment; they must also prioritize early identification, psychological assessment,
and treatment of personality disorders in at-risk populations (such as financial officials).
Developing integrated preventive and interventional strategies that include psychological,
social, and economic measures can effectively play a role in reducing the incidence of
financial crimes. Future research could investigate the role of mediating variables such as
culture, gender, and age in this relationship.

English Keywords: Financial Crimes, Psychological Disorders, Criminal Psychology, Fraud,
Financial Crime Psychology.
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