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Introduction

In the era of information and communication technology, virtual pages have evolved from
simple communication tools into essential platforms for economic, social, and cultural
activities. These pages—particularly those with large audiences and substantial revenues—
have become valuable digital assets that can serve as objects of economic transactions. On the
other hand, governmental institutions, invoking grounds such as national security, public
order, or the prevention of criminal content, often resort to restricting or blocking such pages.
This study aims to examine the impact of recognizing virtual pages as “property” on the
legitimacy and legal framework of their closure by state authorities. The primary objective of
this research is to analyze, from both Islamic jurisprudential (fegh) and legal perspectives, the
concept of “property status” as it applies to virtual pages, and to assess how this status affects
the legitimacy of governmental measures restricting them. Secondary objectives include:
defining the criteria for property in Shi‘a jurisprudence and Iranian law; assessing the
applicability of these criteria to virtual pages; analyzing the legal obligations and constraints
imposed on the state once property status is recognized; and examining the government’s civil
liability for the unjustified restriction of virtual pages possessing economic value.

Method

This research adopts a descriptive—analytical method, relying on authoritative jurisprudential
and legal sources. Data have been gathered through the study of figh texts, civil and
commercial codes, and documents related to digital rights. The analysis draws upon the
opinions of Islamic jurists and legal scholars in interpreting the concept of property and
applying it to digital phenomena such as virtual pages. Logical reasoning and a comparative
approach have been employed to juxtapose traditional conceptions of property with emerging
digital assets.
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Findings

The findings indicate that successful virtual pages—those possessing features such as rational
and legitimate utility, public desirability, relative scarcity, the need for effort to acquire, the
capacity for private possession and transfer, and evident economic value—satisfy the
conditions of property. For instance, a page with millions of followers and substantial
advertising revenue clearly constitutes a valuable digital asset with exchangeable worth.

Recognizing virtual pages as property does not negate the state’s sovereign powers in cases of
necessity; however, it elevates their legal status from a mere expressive medium to that of a
protectable asset. Consequently, greater legal constraints are imposed on state authorities
when implementing restrictions. These include:

o Legal authorization: any restrictive measure must be explicitly grounded in clear
statutory authority.

« Principle of proportionality and necessity: government action must be proportionate
to a legitimate aim and represent the least intrusive means available.

o Right to defense and notification: the page owner must be informed of the legal
grounds for closure and afforded an opportunity to contest the decision.

e Transparency and due process: competent authorities must act transparently and
observe established procedural safeguards.

Furthermore, when virtual pages recognized as property are unjustifiably blocked, the
government bears liability for both material and moral damages. The foundations of such
liability can be traced to jurisprudential maxims such as /@ darar (no harm) and itlaf
(wrongful destruction), as well as to principles enshrined in the Iranian Constitution and the
Civil Liability Act.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that acknowledging the property status of virtual pages marks a
significant transformation in the legal perception of this emerging phenomenon. Although the
state retains authority to impose restrictions when necessary, such measures must adhere to
precise legal standards that balance governmental prerogatives with citizens’ proprietary
rights. It is recommended that clearer legislation and specialized judicial mechanisms be
established to adjudicate disputes arising from the blocking of virtual pages—ensuring that,
on the one hand, the rights of page owners are safeguarded, while on the other, public order
and national security are duly protected.

English Keywords: Propertization, Virtual Pages, Governmental Authority, State Liability, Digital
Asse.
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