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Abstract

The book Gifts of the Sky is responsible for teaching religious concepts to elementary school students in Iran, for
which appropriate illustrations can be of great help in understanding the religious themes of the lessons. lllustrat-
ing these themes is very important due to the mental characteristics of children and teenagers and requires its
own unique style. For this purpose, analyzing the elements and indicators of the text and choosing the appropriate
visual solution to express the message of the text is the best model for illustrating these books. The problem of the
present research is this: To what extent do theological features of theology lessons in Gifts of the Sky of the fourth
grade in 1402 A.H. present the concepts of theology? The goal is to recognize the degree of conformity of these
illustrations with the text of the book and finally to provide a way to illustrate fourth grade theology lessons. The re-
search is applied, both quantitative and qualitative in terms of purpose; its method is descriptive-analytical. In this
regard, ten common indicators between text and image including: purpose, concept, feeling, event, style, execution
style, characterization, space creation, time and element were selected and then the views of forty experts and
lecturers in the field of illustration and primary school teachers were asked through a questionnaire. As a result,
an average of 63% matching of the illustration with the text was obtained for ten indicators of the four theology
courses, and the conceptual and fundamental indicators show less success with 57% compared to the formal and
operational indicators. This means that illustrators have a moderate analysis of the text and it is necessary to use
visual strategies to express religious themes and be promoted.
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1. Introduction

In order to have spiritual and mental themes, Gifts
of the Sky of the elementary school needs special, ef-
fective and appropriate illustrations, so that the con-
cepts can be better conveyed to the students. This
research has been done with the aim of recognizing
the degree of adaptation of illustrations in line with
the text and finally providing a way to illustrate the
lessons of Gifts of the Sky. By analyzing the text and
evaluating the main features of its content, the au-
thor tries to match and analyze each feature of the
text with its visual features by analyzing the text and
visualizing it into its main elements. In this way, the
quality and appropriateness of these depictions in
conveying religious concepts can be evaluated and
measured. The population of more than five million
primary school students and the circulation of 132
million textbooks show the high penetration rate of
these books.

2. Research Review

The Educational Research and Planning Organiza-
tion (2019) explained the artistic characteristics
including graphics, illustration, calligraphy, photo
and film, and visual and audio media in a document
titled “Standard of Training and Learning Packag-
es”. The special education of this period has been
described and in another part, the characteristics
of religious imagery have been explained. The same
Organization (1383) has described these character-
istics for each age group in another document en-
titled “Characteristics and principles of illustration
of educational books”. Jamaluddin Akrami (2014) in
a book entitled Illustration in Religious Literature
for Children and Adolescents, after reviewing the
history of illustration in Iran from before Islam to
the contemporary period, examined the most im-
portant contemporary religious illustrators in more
detail and the techniques used. Zohra Qaini (2013)
has explained the different methods and approach-
es of illustration and its relationship with the text in
children’s books illustration: history, definition and
types. Qaini and Mohammadi (1380) have explained
this topic in detail and with many examples of chil-
dren’s literature in ten volumes, which is a reference
and a reliable book collection in this field. Pedram
Hakimzadeh (2017) in the book Imagery of Cogni-
tion and Education, after defining and expressing
the ways and functions of imagery, deals with the
relationship between text and imagery and men-
tions the opinions of thinkers in this regard. First, he
deals with the history of textbook illustration, then
he points to the characteristics of religious illustra-
tion and considers it a special field that the illustra-
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tor must have the necessary knowledge of religious
topics. Faezeh Mozheshadi Nadami Nouri (1402),
the author of the book Illustration of Textbooks,
after giving a general statement about illustration,
discussed educational scientific illustration and a
brief history of it. It has been analyzed especially for
children and teenagers.

3. Research Methodology

The research method in this article is practical in
terms of the goal and in terms of the method, it is
descriptive-analytical with a comparative approach
and the method of analyzing the works is quantita-
tive and qualitative. The method of data collection
is library and field. At first, to explain the approach
of the Ministry of Education for the religious edu-
cation of students of this grade, the documents of
the Ministry were collected and explained. Then,
the mental characteristics of students at this age
and the role of images in education were stated. The
basics of visual component analysis are visualiza-
tions and the amount of text message transmission
through the image. The main criterion is the quality
of visual features. It means how much has each of
the ten components of the illustrations worked in
conveying the message of the text. The considered
indicators start from macro and fundamental and
content characteristics and move towards more
detailed and apparent components. The statistical
population is primary school religious books in Iran.
The selection of this statistical population is primar-
ily due to the importance of teaching religious con-
cepts in the Islamic society of Iran. Another thing is
that the supernatural and mental themes require
different ways of representation as compared to ob-
jective and concrete subjects. The reason for choos-
ing the elementary course is that both the audience
is more educable and the illustration plays a more
prominent role in the books. In high school age, the
role of illustration is reduced. The study sample of
illustrations of theology lessons of the fourth grade
book was selected. The concept of theology was cho-
sen because the first and most important concept in
Islam is theology.

4. Research Findings

The average of the basic and meaningful indicators
in the total of four lessons shows 57% and 66% in
the form and performance indicators. This result
indicates that the illustrators paid less attention to
the fundamental and meaningful indicators than
the formal and operational indicators. The degree
of conformity of the illustration with the text of the
firstlesson of the mentioned book is 33% in the first
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five indicators and 51% in the second five indicators.
In the second lesson of the same book, it is 71% in
the first five indicators and 76.8% in the second six
indicators; The 18th lesson is 58% in the first five
indicators and 73% in the second five indicators.
The 19th lesson is 67% in the first five indicators
and 73% in the second five indicators. The degree
of conformity of the illustration with the text of the
first lesson of the mentioned book is 33.5% in the
first five indicators and 51.8% in the second five in-
dicators, and in the second lesson of the same book,
it is 71.2% in the first five indicators and 76.8% in
the second six indicators. The 18th lesson is 58.2%
in the first five indicators and 73.2% in the second
five indicators. The 19th lesson is 67% in the first
five indicators and 73% in the second five indica-
tors. In total, in the semantic and fundamental indi-
cators of Gifts of the Sky of the fourth grade of ele-
mentary school in 1402, it is equal to 57.4 percent,
and the formal and executive indicators are 55.5
percent. In general, from the obtained statistics, it
can be concluded that the illustrators performed
poorly in the presentation of the meaning and fun-
damentals of the first lesson and did it in an average
way from the point of view of formal and functional
indicators, while in the second lesson, they reached
a higher stage in terms of the quality of illustration.
The 18th and 19th lessons are similar to each other
and almost average in terms of semantic and funda-
mental indicators.

Fundamental and thematic indicators aimed at
cognitive goals.

Higher coefficients have been considered for the
first five indicators which are the fundamental and
thematic aspects and are aimed at the cognitive
goals of education. In matching the two lessons, it
is evident that the illustrators have been more suc-
cessful in presenting thematic indicators compared
to the previous lesson. This is while the second les-
son is almost known to the public due to its story
and narrative structure.

Executive and formal indicators aimed at emotion-
al and behavioral goals

In the second five indicators which include event-per-
sonality-time-space and element, the performance
and form aspects have been evaluated; the average
evaluation of these indicators is 55.5. This amount
of coefficient shows that illustrators have achieved
more success in this sector. It is worth noting that the
majority of this amount is related to the second les-
son which is a view of a historical narrative and ap-

proximation known to the public. Human characters
in the second lesson have been a strong reason for
inducing the concept from the illustrator’s side.

5. Conclusion

Theological topics of Gifts of the Sky include concepts
such as God’s knowledge, ability, and forgiveness. In
response to the main question of the research, “To
what extent do the main indicators of the illustration
and the text of the theology courses of the fourth grade
correspond to each other?” it should be acknowl-
edged that there are five thematic and fundamental
indicators including: purpose-concept-emotion-style
and execution. In the review of the mentioned les-
sons, the degree of conformity of the image to the text
by the lessons and the lesson “dear God from Thank
you” is 67%. Since these indicators have more value
in matching the image with the text, it is considered
that the illustrators have reached a low level of induc-
tion of concepts in the first lesson and this success is
more impressive in the second lesson and they have
an average level in the 18th and 19th lessons. Com-
pared to the first five indicators, these coefficients are
an indication of the high quality level of the illustra-
tors’ skills. The overall result of this research shows
that the illustrators have performed better in terms
of form, appearance and execution, because it is more
related to their technical abilities and technical skills,
but they have been less successful in conceptual and
content indicators. This is because in this section,
in addition to technical skills, the religious illustra-
tor needs to have religious knowledge, the power of
analysis, and to establish a psychological relationship
with the message of the lesson, and even to have faith
and heart belief and attachment to its teachings, so
that in this way he can understand the themes to rep-
resent them well. This fact distinguishes religious im-
agery from other types of imagery.
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