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Introduction

The use of imagery and image creation is one of the expressive devices of the Holy Qur’an that
prepares the ground for a better understanding of Qur’anic concepts. These visualizations are
woven into the very fabric of the verses with unparalleled finesse, prompting reflection in the
audience. Among the various forms of Qur’anic imagery, the art of contrast occupies a special
position. Visual contrasts in the Qur’an play a crucial role as key elements in achieving artistic
harmony and expressing profound concepts. Among these, the contrast between the misguided
and the guided is one of the central and most frequent themes in the Holy Qur’an. By drawing
clear and sometimes startling pictures of the characteristics and destinies of these two groups,
God reveals the fundamental difference in their life paths, choices, and the consequences of their
deeds. Portraying such contrasting images is considered an effective tool for persuading,
warning, and encouraging humanity towards the path of guidance and away from deviation. This
article seeks to analytically and descriptively examine the visual contrasts between the guided
and the misguided in verses related to guidance and deviation. The main objective of this
research is to reveal the rhetorical miracle of the Qur’an in depicting these dualities and to
explain the educational and guiding role of these images in shaping the audience’s thought and
behavior. By exploring these visual contrasts, our understanding of the depth of meaning and the
hidden layers of the Divine Word, as well as humanity’s significant responsibility in choosing
life’s path, will be enhanced.

Research background
A review of existing Persian and Arabic sources indicates that no independent study has yet
specifically examined the imagery contrasts between the guided and the misguided in the
Qur’anic verses related to guidance (huda) and misguidance (dalal). Nevertheless, since the
expressive dimension of the Qur’an—especially its rich use of imagery—constitutes a major
aspect of its literary inimitability (i'jaz bayani), this topic has long attracted scholarly attention.
Classical works such as Al-Rummani’s [ jaz al-Qur’an explored the linguistic and rhetorical
aspects of Qur’anic eloquence. In modern times, several notable studies have focused on artistic
imagery in the Qur’an, including:

1. Al-Taswir al-Fannt fi al-Qur’an by Sayyid Qutb (1939) — introducing the concept of

“artistic imagery” as a facet of Qur’anic miracle.
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2. Wizifat al-Surah al-Fanniyah fi al-Qur’an by Ahmad Raghib (1422 AH) — analysing
classical and modern theories of imagery and its rhetorical functions.

3. Dirasat Fanniyah fi Suwar al-Qur’an by Mahmud Bustani (2000) — exploring diverse
visual and rhetorical representations across different surahs.

4. “The Components of Artistic Imagery in the Qur’an” by Sayyed Hossein Seyyedi (2008)
— focusing on poetic language, imagination, and emotion in Qur’anic expression.

5. Visual Contrasts between Monotheists and Polytheists in the Verses of Tawhid and
Shirk” by Elham Karamati et al. (2025/1404 SH) — which specifically examines the
reciprocal images of monotheists and polytheists in key Qur’anic verses, analyzing visual
features related to imaginative dynamism, musicality, light, color, and religious
thought...

Unlike these prior studies, which often treated Qur’anic imagery in a dispersed manner, the
present research offers a focused and systematic analysis of the imagery related to guidance and
misguidance, filling a clear research gap. By unveiling the deeper rhetorical and semantic
impacts of these images, it provides fresh insights that enhance both Qur’anic interpretation and
audience understanding of divine messages.

Research method

In this research, the visual contrasts within the verses related to guidance and deviation are
divided into two main categories, focusing on how the Holy Qur’an constructs the imagery: 1.
Explicit Contrasts, where images related to both groups—the guided and the misguided—are
clearly depicted in the verse; and 2. Implicit Contrasts, where only one side of the contrast is
explicitly mentioned, and the images related to the other side are inferred implicitly from the
same verse or by association with other Qur’anic verses. The analysis of each instance is
performed considering the verse’s rhetorical structure, key vocabulary, exegetical context, and
the key features of the imagery (such as rhythm, imagination, movement, and dynamism).

Results

The findings of the research indicate that the Holy Qur’an skillfully depicts the visual
prominence between the guided and the misguided based on rhetorical devices such as metaphor,
simile, and parable. The images of the misguided signify darkness, dead ends, and ruin, while the
images of the guided are full of light, awareness, and eternal felicity. The musical rhythm of the
verses is also harmonized with the images, lending them a sense of motion and dynamism.The
Holy Qur’an depicts the visual contrasts related to the guided and the misguided with
unparalleled mastery, relying on rhetorical devices such as metaphor, simile, and parable. These
rhetorical tools showcase a clear and purposeful duality. Furthermore, through the rhetorical use
of rhetorical questions (invective interrogation) in some of these images, a deep intellectual
movement is generated in the mind of the audience, calling them to contemplation, inner review,
self-knowledge, and the conscious choice of the path of guidance, thereby emphasizing human
responsibility regarding their choices. The images of the misguided are submerged in darkness,
suffocation, and dead ends, accompanied by blindness, deafness, lack of perception, and
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aversion; their movement is distorted and sightless, leading only to loss and ruin. In contrast, the
images of the guided are filled with light and awareness, sight and insight, and a perception
accompanied by vitality and peace, ultimately leading to a good end and everlasting bliss.
Implicit contrasts, as a complement to explicit ones, activate the audience’s mind and involve
them in the process of discovering the other side of the contrast. This not only maintains the
rhetorical power of the text but also yields a deeper understanding for the reader, encouraging
them to further ponder the Divine messages and uncover the hidden meanings in the contrasting
elements. These contrasts, beyond displaying the fundamental difference, serve as evidence of
the Qur’an’s rhetorical miracle and educational approach, engaging the reader’s imagination to
encourage thought, conscious selection, and movement toward guidance, thus preventing a fall
into the snare of deviation.

Keywords

The Holy Qur’an, imagery, contrast, guidance, deviation
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