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Introduction

"S-D-Q" (ss_»), one of the oldest tri-consonantal roots in Semitic languages, appears 155 times
across 144 verses of the Holy Qur'an. The words "Sadaga™ (<.2) and "Saduga™ (.. are the

well-known derivatives of the above-mentioned root. While the former is a familiar word in
Islamic culture, used 13 times in the Qur'anic verses (See: Q 2: 196, 263, 264, 271, 276; 4: 114;
9: 58, 60, 79, 103, 104; 58: 12, 13), the latter is a hapax legomenon in the Holy Qur'an which
means "bride-wealth” (See: Q 4: 4). Given this conceptual scope, the present research paper,
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taking etymological approach, studies the oldest meaning of the root "S-D-Q" within the
framework of comparative study of Semitic languages and analyzes how it can refer to "bride-
wealth" (Saduga) and "alms" (Sadaga™) simultaneously.

Research background

Studies into the root "S-D-Q" have backgrounds in two ways: first, what Arab lexicographers
have said about the root, and second, the investigation of the root in Semitic languages.
According to Arabic dictionaries, the root "S-D-Q" is used to express six meanings, listed below
in order of their frequency of usage:

A) Truthfulness and Honesty:

The primary connotation evoked by the root "S-D-Q" is that of "truthfulness™ and "honesty".
This sense of "S-D-Q" has been prevalent from ancient times, and it has even entered non-
Semitic languages such as Persian as a loanword. Lexicographers generally juxtapose "S-D-Q"
with "K-Dh-B" (falsehood), defining it as "speaking the truth” (truthfulness in speech) and
subsequently as "acting truthfully” (truthfulness in action). The first meaning is evident in
Qur'anic verses such as Q 4: 122, while the second can be observed in verses like Q 33: 23.

B) Friendship:

According to Arabic dictionaries, the root "S-D-Q" also signifies "friendship” and
"companionship". This usage can be traced in derivatives such as "sadaqa™ (friendship), and
"sadiq" (friend). The latter appears twice in the Qur'anic verses (See: Q 24: 61; 26: 100-101).

C) Almsgiving:

Another significant meaning of the root "S-D-Q", frequently observed in the Holy Qur'an, is
"almsgiving" (See: Q 33: 35; 57: 18; 63: 10). Lexicographers define "sadaga™ broadly as
anything a person donates from his/her wealth in the path of God, granting it to those in need.

D) Bride-wealth:

As Muslim lexicographers noted, the terms saduga” (.2.), suduga ($05), sadaga (£4%),

sudga" (£.2), sadga” (<4.2), sadaq (51.0), and sidaq (slas) —despite belonging to various

dialects of the Arab tribes—all signify "bride-wealth”. The sole Qur'anic instance of "S-D-Q" in
this sense can be traced in Q 4: 4.
E) Firmness and Hardness:
Lexicographers identify "firmness" and "hardness" as one of the meanings of the root "S-D-Q",
citing only the following three usages:

e "Sayfun sadqun" (G. a): "a sturdy and unyielding sword".

¢ "Rumhun sadqun" (3. =) and "Qanatun sadgatun” (3. iL3): both meaning "a firm

and resilient spear".
F) Perfection:
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Similar to the previous case, this meaning of "S-D-Q" is scarcely documented in Arabic
dictionaries. Some Muslim lexicographers, without any explanation, merely noted that "S-D-Q"
can signify "the perfection of all things" (- .= Js .= LsJi).

Beyond Arabic, "S-D-Q" is among the oldest tri-consonantal roots, with traces found across all
Semitic languages, including Akkadian, Ugaritic, Hebrew, Phoenician, Targum Aramaic, Syriac,
Mandaic, Sabaean, Mahri, Soqotri, and Ge'ez. The predominant meanings of "S-D-Q™ in Semitic
languages are as follows: 1) "Truthfulness,” "honesty," and by extension, "truthful speech” and
"righteous conduct"; 2) "Almsgiving" and "acts of benevolence"; 3) "Justice™ and "equity".

For example, the cognates of "S-D-Q" in Biblical Hebrew are:

e »7x (sedeq) as a noun, means "rightness”, "righteousness”, "justness”, "correctness"”.
e 773 (s°daqah) means "righteousness”, "justice”, "alms", "charity".

e m7x (sadeq) as a verb, means "to be just", "to be righteous".

e ™7 (sadiq) as an adjective, means "just"”, "righteous”, "pious”, "virtuous".

mpoT (sadiqat) means "justness”, “righteousness”, "piousness”.

Research method

To achieve the stated objectives, this article, taking etymological approach, traces the origin of
the root "S-D-Q" in ancestor languages, examines the process of its semantic changes within
Semitic languages, and identifies its semantic components as used in the Holy Qur'an.
Etymology is a well-known approach in historical-comparative linguistics that discovers the
oldest meanings of the words in ancestor languages, and investigates the process of semantic
changes of the words through comparative studies within kindred languages.

Result
The results of this research paper are as follows:
1. "Sadaga™ encompasses two key semantic components:
e Justice and Equity: In the sense that the purpose of paying sadaga” is to ensure social
and economic justice for the underprivileged.
e Right: In the sense that what is given as sadaga” to the needy is their rightful share of the
wealth of the affluent, as ordained by God Almighty.
2. Like sadaga", "saduga™ (bride-wealth) also encompasses two semantic components:
e Justice and Equity: In the sense that the purpose of paying saduga” (bride-wealth) is to
ensure social and economic justice for women.
e Right: In the sense that what is given as saduga” (bride-wealth) to women is their rightful
due, to be regarded and paid as their share in the marital partnership.
3. The bride-wealth is called "saduga™ in order to elevate the status of women in society. In pre-
Islamic culture, bride-wealth was viewed as the price of women, given to their fathers. However,
the Holy Qur'an, calling bride-wealth “saduga™, redefines bride-wealth as a financial right of
women, to be transferred to them as a means of establishing social justice.
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4. Contrary to the common perception, the word "Sidq" alongside "Qist" and "Sadl" is among the
units constituting the semantic field of justice in the Holy Qur'an.

Keywords

Sadaga, Saduga", Etymology, Historical Linguistics, Semitic Linguistics, Justice in the Holy
Qur'an.
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