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Abstract

The Clay Seals or the trace of the Clays are the Seals from the Prehistoric times to the
First Centuries of the Islamic Era which are the important Archaeological Documents.
Although the ground for their destruction is ready, what remains of them is very useful
in recognizing the material and spiritual life of the past people. Sassanid Clay Sedls are
one of the most important works left from this rich cultural-historical period. These
works are one of the most important sources of Archeology and the study of Iran, as
well as researches related to art history, history of Calligraphy and knowledge of
administrative Geography, proper names and titles of responsibility of individuals. Seal
Impression both in administrative affairs, in political affairs and in trade were used. The
purpose of this research isto study and read the inscriptions and also to study the role of
the ingredients of these clay seals. The method of collecting information is field-library
and the reading of the inscriptions was done by the author of this article. It should be
noted that the clay seals of this collection are from a private collection and do not have a
birth certificate of the place of discovery, so it is not possible to date them precisely.
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I ntroduction

The clay seals or the clay background of the works which taken from seals have always
been considered very important archaeological documents from prehistoric times to the
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first centuries of the Islamic era. Although the basis for their destruction is ready, the
amount of them remain important and useful in recognizing the material and spiritual
life of the people of those times. One of the periods in which clay seals are of great
importance is the Sassanid era (Nowruzzadeh Chegini, 2005, p. 13)

Sassanid seal clays are clay blocks with various sizes that were made during sealing
documents and goods, and while still wet and soft, a number of seals were affixed to
them in specific ceremonia and legal arrangements and in various sizes. If these clay
blocks were |eft raw, they would soon be destroyed, and if they were baked, they would
be more stable and durable. Examples have been show that these clay seals were baked,
but it is not clear when and how they were baked. A study of the ancient sites where
these clay seals were found to show that widespread fires occurred in warehouses and
storage areas in ancient times. However, there is no clear answer as to whether these
fires occurred consciously or unconsciously (ibid., p. 14).

A large number of Sassanid clay seals have been found in Iran from various
provinces, most of which have been studied and published by Western researchers
(Gignoux 8Gyselen, 1987).

The seals were made of raw clay, kneaded by hand, and were mostly round, and it is
believed that they were tied to the goods with string to identify them. In alarge catalog,
most of the sedls are the same in terms of shape and color. Among the largest
collections of Sassanid seals, we can mention the treasure found in Takht-e-Solomon
(Dariush Akbarzadeh et al., 2019, 141).

Materials & Methods

The strategy of this research is to introduce, document, read the inscriptions, and
examine the images of these clay seals.

The method of collecting materials for writing this article is field-library, and the
reading of the inscriptions was done by the authors of this article. It is worth mentioning
that all these clay seals are from a personal collection, and unfortunately, they are
without an identification document of the place of discovery, so it is not possible to
make an accurate chronology on them.

Discussion & Result

This study was conducted using clay seals from Takht-e-Solomon, which were examined
and processed from Sassanid clay seals, which were excavated in 1963 and 1964 by the
German Archaeological Foundation at the Takht-e-Solomon archaeological site.
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Conclusion

Seals open a new way to address the difficulties of studying Sassanid seals. The sed
impressions on the seals and their themes as aresult and legacy left over from the past,
the dynamic process and evolution of seals and seal making and their use in the
bureaucracy, are of great value. The study of these seals raises questions related to the
group of owners of the seals left over of the ancient times, who, where and what status
the sealer held, the question of the estimated framework of the themes of the lost
documents and their relative value according to the seals used, their number and mix,
the nature and size of the storage place, and finally the question of chronology, prevails
over everything.

Bibliography

Akbarzadeh, Dariush et a. (2019) "Mineralogy of the Clay Compositions of Sassanid Seals'. Journal of
Pars Archaeological Studies. Issue 9, Year 3, pp. 139-146. [in Persian]

de Menasce, J.(1963). Le Protecteur des Pauvres dans L,lran Sassanide. in: Mélanges Massé
(Téhéran)1-6.

Gignoux, Ph.(1973). Glossaire des Inscriptions Pehlevies et Parthes. London.

Gobl, Robert.(1976). Die Tonbullen Vom Tacht- E- Suleiman, ein beitrag Zu Spét Sassanidischen
Sphragistik.

Gobel, Robert. (2005). Clay Seals of Takht-e-Solomon (A Study in Late Sassanid Sealology), translated

by Faramarz Najd Sami'i. Cultural Heritage and Tourism Organization, Research Base of Takht-e-
Solomon Historical Complex. [in Persian]

Nowruzzadeh Chegini, Nasser. (2005). "A Note on Clay Seals of Sassanid



ﬁ__—__, Utﬁﬁuij 01339:512;

JOpFe i



‘;{&Jﬁ Olallae K) du‘ f}l.é a@&}}w uléudlgj
VFo¥ Slawy 5 ):‘.li Y ooles MO ‘(uf";'“«"}‘: ) gc..l.s :\AUJ..AJ'J.:

sk 2 JS iz Shilgh
IR R

o3 e

LRV

dueMu'@)b;\&_ﬁol)ﬁj\uﬁ;;\a;ﬁdu;\gkfwwﬂgu,éﬁ
S Sl 5 o e sledts (L Ol cge Sl slsd 5ol e Dl Ol 3 e
b3l s ol 0l sl Ll 3l oS o3I Oles 68015 el al 3 LT (53 510
e 3 S g IS liS IS 5 S Sl OIS 555 OF Oles jo (s sme 5 (s3le S5
SLaal ol e OLlale po b= Kan b L3 5855, olle (gl Skl BT o 5
o ol s slaad) b gland; Ole sla fass 5 b Sl mbe o Jois)l
oul L;LAaLK:L;-jQSJﬁ Lgl.arl.} TSP PAR - v JPe Q:'-t,i)vl:.\ij}jlai-é_)l}
5 LaVE s 55l (g S 5 (5588 sl 53 o (VL s el 3 a et S
SRSl slaen il JHlest o ey s Cpl G Ll e IS B30
S el L jgd 1S ol sl )0 (olSTy 50 5 s g IS 5 elble (gl s (Sl
S 3l anis (il 5 (ol GlalbalS — Jlie dlis cpl xi g gl CIlas (55505 8
1o gors S 5l e sgh S ol des oS o niS ol w8 y plonil Wlie ) O s
O g5 ad S35 ol O el ST o b lid 0 Wity 52 5 (sl o2

sl bl ol (555 2 (A8 G letalS

L;.NLV:'JL:\NL’ JL«A‘ ‘j@éj" 44,.55 M.:LA L;""’Jk:’. c;i:.w‘)ti LJL&L& ‘Jé J/§ :ubj‘s.&)s

s ) Oldar Ol ) Ol dly oDl 5T olisls Ol ) Sl gl 0L 5 Kan b mnasss sliul =
Naddaf1382@gmail.com «(J sime
m_zamanian60@yah00.com Oldes oKiils Ol ol sl claol; 5 Kb Al (Wl )lS s

VERYAY c 0 ndy )l AFYYTY sl

© @



\feyw s:)b..‘.d) K] }ﬁ_‘g Y EJLM:I NO JL& ag:éwdéij Yas

dodls .Y
équU@)Uj‘Ui«:ﬁQ\))Jj‘ujéj‘wjfﬁduj|éf&:ajjfwlﬁujgjﬁ
St 45T s eyl e slads U Okl e Sl Sbsl 5l el e Dl Ol 53 s
b33k 53 Sl sile gl Ll 5148 o3l Olaa gS015 el al 3 el 35t
S alaeyss 3l S AliS S 5 (S Sl 0L 555 O Oles o (S5m0 5 $3le S5
(8315 5555 ol Ol LS55 s s, 55l o] Sl La e IS

(Y o O TAY

sl 05 S fK'*“ S ORLS ol s daea gbaia S el sla g IS
5 e LS 5 0 b (led la S s et Sae &S K 5 L e antle WK
Dotle o ol ST lais IS nl il o635 Ll 1 0SS Slaoll s 5 (pme 35k
Col sl ged S o 5Bl 5 Slisl Lo e asky S| il 55l (355 @
S e ISl O sy gy 5 Obes 4l Jy (lilods asy la o S ol oS ol 0l
ol il oLl S bl slaeOloie (o) 2 e B Sl 030 658
53 LT (g oLl 5 Ll 3 slos 28 (slgr s g 5T s o 0L Sl s IS
STl 03l & ST L ST s iy, Al 4Kl ool o3l £ okl 8555
OF e Ols) ol Ol el g s

S ol o L O SU S ladkial 31O 503 Slele gls g IS 5l (ol sled
(Gignoux §Gyselen, 1987) sl slees y Ol & 5 oy 5 S5 3 0L K sy s gl 2y

5 s e anle 5 8 2o 5 sls jus s LS LAd e sl ruﬁ,-\ s e IS
Gy e 2 G 3 Nl Ll Gl B s oo e WIS 4 Olonns s b 3550 OLS
S5 e e o 5 S e S1LalS S 5 Sl oSs Sl s ge 8 i (DS
5 0303,81 e 13)s S 5k Oleder 55 3l adel o w0 wimS 31 Ol s e slole (sla b
OFY ATA ol s

J_?uﬁ\&l_m)l_{; L}_w)f)um &J‘Pc&)bw ‘Jﬂyj}iw‘ .)J.«.A‘)
el s a



YAV (OLle) dge 9 I 1y g) Slolw g0 IS w515

o293 o9y ¥

Saald Gl 5 el SISl = s dlis ol (235 5l e (555135 s
Sl La s IS ol aes S o oS ol a3y plonil lie l OB s 5 (6 5
Ol5 ol s ol 3 el R3S Joms anlialid O gy wilisey ) 55 5 03 0 s 4 sas
13 ool LOT (535 1 A s sletals

5 s 5 e 31 S by bl Ol 5 la b 5L o Ragy
s Okl by (g5 5l (63D 1APY 5 1APY (sla Jlu sla 58 5o ¢ Slul sla o
el o plowil Sledr 55 sl olKilkee 3 olJT

3 45 S Al S ls (Saey GSUSS Jelse 4 g IS NI lse
SUT 51 S5 sl aoalodile gl b S (65 » S oo g i Glaazd 5 O 5
a5 S LSS s oS als slped oS ol s Sllanil sl e o3 L s Sl eile (gl
ol o Ll e s L pgs il 50 sl a2 s 55 Ul b L oS Ll
ol Lled 4 4 Silan ST kS 0o 1 b gl b 5 s gaeS cnl 5 by 01 Sta g3,
S el ails SIS 5 e 60 sl 53 e gh ands 53 alaS 036 Wly s b ol s
b als 5 5 paseis BB LSS 4 alie S sms L lajgd S 31 (5, sl gh S ol
Al e il gl gy LSS s 315 0808 sla 8,8 51 LSS o ga
5 AU s e odes WOl iy ooledp s 5 Skl sls by SUST ol ok
S (S8 5 (Sl JUT i Ol 5 by 53 ()56 5 kb g ol
C(VONYAY L)l plulis W6 0 SUS slals 3 b ,gh
0 S e 5 2 S Al iy b Sl pKn Ll e 5 R0 o]
5D s s 0y 3 S M o gt 4 oaST &S LT s i a8 T el @
03,5 0 3| o L 205l 8 ($2508 JLES 5 AS ) mhans 5 235 eiS e S
AeeS JLid 5 ozadls dale Jlis 4 g J s Gl plr abr sl 55 1) 48 el
Olos 08558 o g S (s 5l 55 ol 5lals dal g s 4y 53,0 5 e



\feyw s:)b..‘.d) K] }ﬁ_‘g Y EJLM:I NO JL& ag:éwdéij YaA

23S Sl 5 s 5 Bl (Sauli Sl S a5 6 LTS L3 Ol e b
bl 5 S35 Sl WIS o ,eh LS s Ks sl b ) s sl 1 S L o
SIS e S e S sy 485 sl il b plebis sk g Aol
S 5 S s Al sdle sl e[S (55 p oS g anle il glacn]
a5 S g 50,8 1 OLT Ly o la s 31 5 sbal O3l 13 o8 (5 s
Simer P85 CitlS 38 s UFion 38 M3 0 s [ 5 GG P S
SV Dlem)il 03,5 (68 sl (s e S 05 ol S S sl 51 (SO
S ol i 5l a5 aaS (g5, ad g SHlp i) Sl e e JS i (Rl 50 (VO
Py el amio ile | a e IS (S K05 (v a3 ply oo plndl 355 0 4 S
3l gr Obles |y ga IS and s 0 S 515 ol b 5 sl ol QLIS L 5 4 S

S 0 4sB oS Jlo 3 el s baanS 5 (8 4 Lo gla i ol g
Wi g 5 o)l Ol G555 gy S Sl i pl ol el b 5 it b ol 3l e
M) 3l S Ol a2 55 0 )88 23l 5 T 8350 408 ) 3 LS S e
OLES (imys oS shilen 53 a8 8 S5 b w53 o8 53 b oy S 500 ¢l
G S S ot ol iner & ax ST b s sla g slao K O g (s dal s o3l
S L5 o 315 5 e St g o (6 ) ims o |y 4z 5 05y sl gt
o L ol Sl 5 OB S Jh o jgh o oo 0 500 (Sla iy Sl Ly
Sl T O el ls 5 g S 6 alD el b S oSST 05530 i g
4S5 (el Gl b 5 (s GO0 p g o (S in (TP-TVOlen) il s
(Vedlen)dins oo plil 1 OF oy 55 OW 50 a0

Bl ol s iy Grab & Js el Olge 5 adey el 0 SO 4l o @l o
et gt 0355 0dal (V503 S68) o) 45



Y4 (OLle) dge 5 I 1y g) Slulw g6 IS w515

dcw‘&ﬁeﬂbdjjﬁj_é;‘&45)}.;&0&))&;“93]@‘.}5@‘)2
&453))@ QLo.f Cﬂw\wjfdl.h.} LS)“’ C;.wb Cﬁw.)‘CM‘JLSJMQﬂLaJM‘ L5‘>f
AL dge S L Sl sl S
:J)‘J (JL«AL‘» LS}'L@i );i.:.«.u)l.: 4.7..1:‘3.’ C‘)‘ﬁbijj °jl"> O)JJ (ajéjéfﬂ
.JJ‘J le?- \f’ C,af*l.w)b o "CJ
G- P
Snd/ hnd
Cz.&j.»b‘
sand/hand
sk 0155
KXo
Wl alls gl i Als g, el s &S i Ol
Dyl gl V8 @Lwﬁcﬁwu,,sjuhsrﬁ@
G- P
'mIKly
Cﬂﬁ:yb‘

amargar



\feyw bbnod)' 3 }:._’_L_g Y S)L«:l N0 JL& “L?’Ml)éj Yoo

el O3S

SOl

b0 dnlid 355 g0 DS 45 553 e 0l il 0ol 035 LG L3 Sy SLL A
Gth IS a4 ol a1 s (Sl 0L 4 Ol sl 5a Olsle w53 Al
5 emagubed (A po0 1 IS e 3 4058 ol 1 ad e Al ol s 5 e s 0%
o3 dadwar (3130 (5| 5 (OF)-YAAFAV-FAN) S, 53 LS55, 55 camargar S 5L
(demenasce, 1963, 5 136 « J: ,5) (OVY-0Y) (S, 5t S35,

Vol ¢ IS

A\:;;ondi:)éﬁd))ﬁﬁ.‘aﬂﬁ& A :;);\;@;Ju&;ua%ﬁwl
5355 ed 0dyd OF 033 ML o 358 o oss b (VL s aie [ 4 (6,45
wo.L_i:ujjc’)VQT()jﬁjcM\aﬂb&iiqaspzjéi;\—" .w‘bubb‘fi&
Jl_fjj)a.x_ww\)o\.g;wwdufjg.i.{,ﬁiuﬁa.\.l;c\ibm\Y—\Owbjl.sﬁ
Slagr il 5,58 553 Glaadls 480, 55 (oS5 st Slole aliials
(OANYAT 58 ol Ll 035 6L YLl

::ﬁ@e.&:]@.ﬁ;labswc’)w

:gwtwﬁ)\;\o;&u);w@'@

G- P

ABDk

Cﬁ\;j—")‘
bandag



T (ULl sge 5 Bk ) Slule b |8 > 13l
el O3S
ok
((o.\;g)) L;M “ | &)UJ‘.@ ej‘j U‘3~|
syl = Woeela s 63 70
NG P
GBR'n
CMZ);“}I
mardan
sl O S
Q‘JJA
el (O3 j0) e s ol S5lg5a 553l ol
gl g

:c,.::}slﬂ

ol O3S
.J)J'.é‘

Y‘Ulwiﬂiﬁ




\feyw bt’amd)' 3 }:{_L; Y SJL«: N0 JL& “.:;'-L:..-‘;J@j Y.Y

e sloles Sl il SO Sl S o) ol p S 058 55 L IS
2gd oo Ol (S5 s

pd o en Sl 53 Kol i 25 5

bl b s

Wl &l e kg Sl Byl 05 SV Y sl s S 03

gl g
BYT'Ky
Cﬂ.::j.vb‘
xanag
sl O S
Ll
folad ¢ IS

&%—;J_@,‘Sj_iluébﬂ.;},iL;cc.gaoféj)jjé;\@écwldﬂjﬁ
15 sl OF 3 0 5 Sopenls slialy p3aS glanls 58 o odss (ol S 5ipe) 65805,
G oS el Wity s o o odis Wy 5 Vb s adl 0L slasgh 30T 0550
23 o3 OS5 55 SV s e e s W a5 VL (o) il

el oy ol Sl a8 S VY sl 53 Lo (S 55 S S b il

.MU\PUJW\A.&J?)KS)63)\;6l;.-g_<.r~)l.i)t.bjjc’)0j:f)ﬁjé;\)z



T (0L e 5 S I g) Slule g 8w s

=
="

Vs am ool (o mls oS 555 g0 Josd ooy b Jan b ISl
o> 53 pd ;gh Sl edis XS 2L Y o 6y 5 el i Gl 5 e Sl
725 I W a5 b adl S 0L 8 Bl e Sl S kB 5SS
Sy & e s ¢S e b Sl O (VL gl a6, obS al Lt s
Sols sl p 3 g Sl sl (S 50 &S (il LIS
3 p o> Kool i o5 ¥ Gl g s

(5} I EV P TRGI DS PIT S PRE VG o
gl 3
YLYDWn
CMZ);“}I
sk O S
Sl
(S0 L () ol ol flj £33 70
gl 5

C,.J:be
roy, Ray



\feyw L)b..‘.d) K] }ﬁ_‘g Y EJLM:I NO JL& ag:éwdéij Y.f

sl O3S
NESRNTEY
(S [ Gam) (fmo 42 p 3 70
:CN.ZJJ\JJ
Iwny
‘Cﬂ-;vj.:b\
Ron
ol O S
S
gl 3

&LJ}JUT

ol O S
¢ S

& 5 4 Y
b A1 daliS o Sl sl sgh s Glanslsn & 283 5 (S (sl ol a i IS
sl Ly 428 Sledle b Sl s il Ol 4 gl sasless 5 S (55
) g 03 gl G550 VLl 55 Ll s )8 5 3l e 5 66 285
55 S oS S5, 5l eilesly sla 3 IS OB L1505 5 w0 digy > la s a3 IS
S oMo aslad g3 6353 Cmler ools Gy 0 diS g ol 5 sl ¢S )8 o
Son s S Oliaal 5okt @i,y S & lasg b Wl el (3551 5 a8, Cos
3 (550 s den (KA 0l ey ol 5 (500K LU sl

os 4S5 I 53 el gt et 5 K Sy @ s sl G LTy 5o
5ol Ol 555 Lsm a5 ool cpl &l ol oal 3 5 bl cpl 5l iy 4S5 )
S Osaman Jlds 5 o)l Sail s 45 Syl 058 428 LS S 8 ¢ oy 53 25



¥ (0Ll sage 5 BN ) Slale 6 |8 w1l g5

s b 4§ S 5o b uns 55 o SleslSls 5 s S0 sl e Ll
A g 0 sl o sghe il i LS bty sla s Ll obe
At a3 g Doy K5 o s 5 GBI Sl b 505 Saes s il o
s b ol Sl ek 5 OIS 6 da b SIS 5 sy iy 4 s Sl

aliols

Ol Slalllas aloms M Sl sla gt 8 S 5 b J™ (0YAA) 0105 5 ol wodl S|
\YA—\Y? I8t cc‘}«w JL.A A AJM .MJL_; d«u

e ez Slule sla g 5l golaws ls S 5 s wle L2l oy " (VYAQ)01Ls 5 s b Ol o
NPVY=\VA ol Al Q)Lo...iv ‘V.bbj'bb JL« cw\.w« Qt;.«l.: llas 4.L>e.a Ol L»:M

)J_Aljﬁ WJJ 4Cjubﬁ&/wuﬁ:/@ dj[wv}) ulo.J,w MN&&MUK(\V/\‘:)QJJ}) LJJ;
Q%g‘)ﬁﬁ)l.&ww'&)ﬁo@li géﬁlbﬁ)ﬁﬁ@\ﬂubewh

Sl I8 S 5.0 Law & Slile gla g 8 5 salssl” (VWA ol oS 0355,
d%&wﬁ)b wwdbj}!a&g 6&23;35.&}5

Gignoux, Ph.(1973). Glossaire des Inscriptions Pehlevies et Parthes. London.

Gobl, Robert.(1976). Die Tonbullen Vom Tacht- E- Suleiman, ein beitrag Zu Spét Sassanidischen
Sphragistik.

de Menasce, J.(1963). Le Protecteur des Pauvres dans L,lran Sassanide. in: Mélanges Massé
(Téhéran)1-6.

Nyberg, H., S.(1974). A Manual Of Pahlavi. volume 1,11, Wiesbaden.



