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Abstract

As a comparative study, this article examines how the Prototype Theory can be
associated with historical-philological semantics in the realm of Iranian languages.
Based on the actual entailments of the Prototype Theory (Rosch: 1978), and in
correlation with the etymological and morpho-phonological characteristics of the words
RUX and RUY in the corpus of the classical Persian literature, this study proposes a set
of diachronic samples of radial categorization (Lakoff: 1990), precisely, considering the
Old Iranian vrauk as the prototype of the semantic network of the word RUX. From a
general perspective, this article discusses the Prototype Theory's advantages and
implications for the future of Iranian etymological, historical-philological and literary
studies.
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I ntroduction

In the framework of the Prototype Theory (Rosch: 1978), particularly, the approach
through which words are considered to be the central and peripheral members of a
historical-philologial category (Geeraerts: 1988 & 1989), a novel morpho-phonol ogical
and, accordingly, a semantic analysis has been proposed in this article for two co-
referential wordsin New Iranian Languages, frequently used in the lyrical Persian texts,

Irux/ ('C‘)) and /ray/ (s))-

Hypothesis

This study hypothesizes that the putative etymological method based on which the
verbal roots of the words /rux/ ('C3) and /ray/ (s,) have been studied is not
necessarily retrievable, but instead, in a philological view, the two words could be
differently evolved and developed in the semantic realm of the Middle and New Iranian
language, specifically in New Persian.

Materials & Methods

Some of the visual features of the two words and their derivatives are al predominant in
the corpus of Classical Persian Literature. The data applied in this article have been
predominantly collected from a number of classical Old and Middle Iranian documents
and New Persian texts, along with the ones belonging to the oral tradition of Modern
Persian and some other New Iranian languages and dialects. As the first step, through
the adaptation of al the root and the corpus data, various categories have been
developed in clustered and radial benchmark patterns, as well as in proposed content
models, tables, and classifications, found in both theoretical domains of cognitive and
historical-philiologial semantics. As the second one, in an analysis at the time of the
foundational prototype, a number of hypotheses have been proposed about the range of
Vrauk, its derivatives, and corresponding roots.

Discussion & Result

Within the context of cognitive lexical semantics and based on the principles of the
Prototype Theory (Rosch: 1978, Geeraerts. 1988 & 1989), this paper presents a novel
study of the words /r ux/ (Cj) and /riay (< roy)/ () utilized in classical Persian texts.
The study specifically casts doubt on the etymological approach taken to look into the
origin of the word /rux/, based on the entailments and implications of the Prototype
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Theory, entailing a thorough prototypical analysis of the words' visual characteristics
and those of its derivationsin classical Persian literature, and simultaneously employing
cognitive and historical-philological semantics to create some modes of
categorizations. It also presents hypotheses regarding the nature of vrauk (as an Old
Iranian root), its derivatives, corresponding roots, and methodological frameworks.
According to Rosch's Prototype Theory (1973-1978), the paper proposes diachronic
models of cognitive categorization focusing on the morpho-phonological structure of
/rux/ and /ray/, and their Old Iranian verbal roots as prototypes of semantic networks.
From aphilological standpoint, the study evaluates information on the word /r ux/ found
in authentic etymological dictionaries of Iranian languages.

Conclusion

In this analysis, initially, based on the morpho-phonological structure of the two words
/rux/ and /ray/, a number of diachronic models of cognitive categorization about them
have been suggested, considering the Old Iranian verba root of each of them as the
prototype of a particular semantic network. Secondly, regarding the networks suggested,
the data on the two words in the authentic etymological dictionaries of Iranian
languages have been criticized from a philological perspective to explicate the semantic
domains of the two words more detailed and simultaneously exhaustive. In general, this
research examines the principles, entailments, and implications of the Prototype Theory
across research areas such as cognitive lexical semantics, historical-philological
semantics, and comparative literature.
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