Contemporary Political Sudies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Quarterly Journal, Vol. 16, No. 2, Summer 2025, 265-294
https.//www.doi.org/10.30465/cps.2025.50449.3472

Feasibility of Different Readings of Democracy with
Emphasis on I slamic Democr acy and
Explanation of I1ts Three Models

Alireza Kianpour”

Mojtaba Hemmati™

Abstract

Democracy is a form of governance that guarantees the sovereignty of the people
and their right to self-determination. Democracy has a multi-thousand-year history,
from Ancient Greece to the present; thus, it is a historical concept. In modern times
and recent decades, the question arose: is it possible to have different readings of
democracy, particularly religious democracy? Some scholars believe in the
multiplicity of democratic models, while others, with an essentialist perspective,
argue that secularism and, beyond that, liberalism are inherent to the essence and
core of modern democracy. However, this view imposes an ideological approach to
democracy. The belief in this paper is that, firstly, democracy is not merely a secular
concept nor confined to the liberal reading. Democracy, with conditions such as
popular elections, limitation and alternation of power, and freedom, can be realized
within various political systems and philosophies. Secondly, the value system of
religion, particularly Islam, has the capacity to realize a version of democracy and
multiple models of it. Finaly, three models of Islamic democracy are briefly
explained. This paper uses a descriptive-analytical method and simple qualitative
modeling in explaining |slamic democracy.
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Introduction

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) provides an interdisciplinary lens for examining
how language operates not only as a neutral medium of communication but as a
powerful tool that shapes, maintains, and reproduces social hierarchies and
ideological structures. As Norman Fairclough has argued, language is a form of
social practice that reveals how power is negotiated and contested within different
historical and cultural settings. Religious texts, therefore, can be approached not
only for their theological or doctrinal content but also as discursive resources that
influence political legitimacy, moral order, and socia behavior. In the Islamic
tradition, two texts stand out as particularly influential: the Qur'an and Nahj al-
Balagha. Both texts emphasize the doctrine of resurrection (ma'ad) as a central
theme, albeit in distinct ways that reflect their different contexts of revelation and
authorship. The Qur'an addresses a society in transition from pre-lslamic tribal
customs to monotheistic belief, seeking to dismantle denial of the afterlife and
introduce a moral order grounded in divine justice. Nahj al-Balagha, a compilation
of sermons, letters, and sayings attributed to Imam Ali (A), adapts the discourse of
resurrection to the challenges of governance, ethical leadership, and communal
responsibility. This study analyzes how resurrection is represented discursively in
these two foundational texts, with a focus on its role in shaping political legitimacy
and moral authority. By applying Fairclough’s CDA framework, the analysis
explores not only the linguistic features but also the social and political functions of
resurrection discourse, ultimately highlighting its capacity to discipline, legitimize,
and inspire.

Materials & Methods

The study employs a qualitative methodology, grounded in Fairclough’s three-
dimensional CDA model: description, interpretation, and explanation. However,
given the fixed linguistic structures of sacred texts, the descriptive layer (i.e.,
detailed grammatical or lexical analysis) isless emphasized, while interpretation and
explanation receive primary focus.

The corpus includes selected Qur'anic verses (e.g., Q75:1, Q51:5) and key
passages from Nahj al-Balagha, such as Letter 53 to Malik al-Ashtar and several
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sermons that highlight the inevitability of resurrection. These texts were chosen for
their explicit references to resurrection and their rhetorical strategies in shaping
ethical and political discourse.

The Qur'anic material was examined for syntactic and stylistic features—such as
the use of oaths, passive voice, and imperative mood—that reinforce divine
authority and inevitability of accountability. In contrast, Nahj al-Balagha was
analyzed for its rhetorical reasoning, moral exhortation, and political applications of
resurrection, particularly in its counsel to rulers and citizens. Secondary literature on
Qur’anic discourse, Islamic governance, and discourse analysis was also consulted
to situate the findings within broader scholarly debates. This triangulation of
primary text analysis and secondary sources ensures that the interpretations remain
both textually grounded and theoretically robust.

Discussion & Result

The Qur’anic discourse on resurrection emerges as a direct response to the
skepticism and denial prevalent in pre-lslamic Arabia By invoking phrases such as
“La ugsimu hi-yawm al-giyama” (Q75:1) and “Innama tu’adoona la-sadiq”

(Q51:5), the Qur'an establishes resurrection as a certainty, reinforced by divine
oaths and assertive syntactic constructions. These linguistic strategies not only assert
theological truths but also cultivate fear, awe, and compliance, thereby disciplining
social behavior. Resurrection is thus positioned as both a metaphysical promise and
a regulatory tool that orients individuals toward accountability before God. In
contrast, Nahj al-Balagha reframes resurrection for acommunity already familiar
with Islamic doctrines. Imam Ali (A) employs resurrection not to establish belief but
to demand ethical conduct, particularly from rulers and administrators. In Letter 53
to Malik al-Ashtar, for example, resurrection is evoked as areminder that all leaders
will ultimately stand before God' s judgment. Here, resurrection functions as a moral
compass, ensuring justice, humility, and accountability in governance. The sermons
amplify this role by deploying vivid imagery to awaken collective conscience,
challenge complacency, and legitimize political authority through divine oversight.

At the explanatory level, resurrection discourse in both texts acts as a mechanism of
ideological reproduction. In the Qur’an, it dismantles jahiliyyah norms that denied
accountability and replaced them with a divine order of justice. In Nahj al-Balagha,
it challenges corrupt practices and insists that rulers and citizens aike are
accountable to higher principles. In both cases, resurrection operates as a discursive
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resource that legitimizes authority not through tribal custom or coercive power but
through the inevitability of divine judgment. The comparative analysis reveals that
the Qur’'an primarily targets polytheists and deniers of the afterlife, while Nahj al-
Balagha addresses believers whose actions fall short of their professed faith. The
Qur’an emphasizes belief as a prerequisite for ethical life, whereas Nahj al-Balagha
stresses the consequences of political and moral misconduct. Despite these
differences, both texts converge in presenting resurrection as a tool to discipline,
warn, and structure collective life.

Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that resurrection discourse in the Qur'an and Nahj al-
Balagha transcends theology to become a framework for social order and political
legitimacy. In the Qur’an, resurrection is a divine response to disbelief, reinforcing
justice and moral responsibility through powerful linguistic strategies. In Nahj al-
Balagha, it becomes a rhetorical and political instrument, reminding rulers and
citizens alike of their ultimate accountability and promoting justice and ethical
governance. By applying Fairclough’s CDA model, this study reveals how sacred
texts function simultaneously as theological guides and ideological apparatuses. The
discourse of resurrection regulates authority, reinforces ethical behavior, and fosters
political legitimacy by anchoring governance in divine accountability rather than
human caprice. Ultimately, resurrection is not presented merely as a doctrine of the
afterlife but as a living discourse of justice, governance, and communal
responsibility. Its dua function—disciplining belief in the Qur'an and guiding
political practice in Nahj al-Balagha—illustrates how religious texts serve as
dynamic instruments in shaping both faith and society.
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