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Abstract

This research provides a historical-comparative analysis of the dynamics of power
and religion in the religious policies of the Buyid and Hamdanid dynasties in
relation to the Abbasid Caliphate. The main research question is: how did these two
dynasties utilize religious elements to legitimize their rule against the dominant
power, and what similarities and differences exist in their approaches to religion?
The hypothesis of this study suggests that both dynasties, by leveraging Shi'a
Islam—particularly through the support of Shi‘a scholars and strengthening religious
institutions—were able to reinforce their political legitimacy against the "dominant
other." However, religious differences (Twelver Shi'a in the Buyids and
Ismaili/Zaydi Shi'a in the Hamdanids) and different approaches in confronting the
Abbasid Caliphate and other rival forces resulted in variations in their methods of
legitimization. The Buyids, through direct confrontation with the Abbasid Caliphate,
managed to diminish its grandeur and align its authority with their own objectives.
The comparative historical approach and content analysis of historical and religious
sources reveal that both dynasties used religion to strengthen their political
structures, but differences in their approaches to palitical and religious interactions
influenced the social structures of their regions differently.
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I ntroduction

The dynamics of power and religion in the religious policies of the Buyid and
Hamdanid dynasties represent a prominent aspect of Islamic history. Both dynasties
had significant impacts on the political and religious transformations of their time,
particularly in Iran and Irag. While the Abbasid Caliphate was still considered the
political and religious authority for many in the Islamic world, the Buyid and
Hamdanid dynasties managed to establish their own political legitimacy using Shi'a
Islam. This research specifically focuses on the differences and similarities in the
legitimizing strategies these dynasties used through religious elements and their
impact on both internal and external policies.

Materials and Methods

This research adopts a historical-comparative method and content analysis of
historical and religious sources. The primary sources consist of historical texts,
religious documents, and writings from the period that provide insight into the
religious policies of the Buyid and Hamdanid dynasties. Content analysis of these
sources has helped identify the tools and strategies used by these dynasties for
legitimization. In addition, a comparative analysis was made between the religious
policies of the Buyids and Hamdanids in their interactions with the Abbasid
Caliphate and other religious forces. This study highlights the role of religion in
reinforcing political legitimacy and strengthening the political structures of these
dynasties.

Discussion and Results

This study reveals that both the Buyids and the Hamdanids used religion to
legitimize their political power, but their strategies differed significantly. The
Buyids, who were from an Iranian Shi'a background, focused on the open and direct
confrontation with the Abbasid Caliphate. They used Twelver Shi'a Islam as the
cornerstone of their policies, and their public celebrations of religious events such as
Ashuraand Eid al-Ghadeer in Baghdad, as well as the reconstruction of the shrine of
Imam Ali (8) in Najaf, were symbolic actions to reinforce their legitimacy and
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challenge the Abbasid Caliphate. These actions also helped strengthen their position
among the Shi'a community and allowed them to diminish the influence of the
Abbasid Caliphate. In contrast, the Hamdanids, who had leanings toward Ismaili and
Zaydi Shi'alslam, adopted a more social and cultural approach to religion. They did
not directly confront the Abbasids but rather worked to stabilize the Shi'a
community and strengthen their own power through cultural, literary, and social
activities. The Hamdanids supported various Shi'a sects and established networks of
religious scholars, which allowed them to create a distinct religious identity. The
Hamdanids also contributed to the formation of a Shi‘a intellectual elite that helped
legitimize their rule in regions like northern Irag and Syria.

Conclusion

The results of this research show that both the Buyids and the Hamdanids used
religion as a key element to reinforce their political legitimacy, but with distinct
strategies. The Buyids, by directly confronting the Abbasid Caliphate, were able to
reduce its power and use Shi'a religious symbols and rituals to strengthen their
political position. Meanwhile, the Hamdanids used a more indirect approach,
emphasizing the cultural and intellectual aspects of religion to create a stable
religious identity and secure political support. These differences in strategy reved
the flexibility and adaptability of each dynasty in response to their unique political
and social conditions. This analysis indicates that the use of religion by both the
Buyid and Hamdanid dynasties was not merely for legitimizing their political power
but was an essential part of their broader strategy to create a new political and
religious order. Their approaches show how religion can be used as atool not only
for political legitimacy but also for social cohesion, helping these dynasties resist
external threats and strengthen their authority within their territories. The role of
religion in their political systems highlights the continuing importance of religious
legitimacy in shaping the governance of Muslim societies, a trend that would have
lasting effects on the development of Islamic political thought and practice.
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