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Abstract

Understanding Imam Ali’s (AS) political conduct cannot be sufficiently explained
through classical realist or liberalist theories, which emphasize material interests and
instrumental rationality. This article employs constructivist theory—particularly
Alexander Wendt’s framework of 'social action—to analyze Imam Ali’s politics as
identity-driven, norm-oriented, and meaning-based. The central research question is:
How can Alawite politics be interpreted within the conceptual framework of
constructivism? The hypothesis asserts that Imam Ali’s political behavior derives from
religious identity, divine meanings, and internalized norms, which align with
constructivist assumptions. By examining Imam Ali’s responses to critical events such
as the battles of Jamal, Siffin, and Nahrawan, the paper demonstrates that Alawite
politics represent a distinctive logic grounded not in the pursuit of power but in the
embodiment of divine mission, justice, dialogue, and moral responsibility. This study
not only interprets Alawite politics through the lens of constructivism but also
highlights the potential of Islamic thought to enrich contemporary theories of

International Relations by introducing indigenous, norm-based paradigms.
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Introduction

Islamic political thought, especially when compared to modern theories of International
Relations (IR), presents a unique challenge. Classical approaches, such as Realism and
Liberalism, often prioritize material power, security competition, and rational
calculation of interests. However, such paradigms are insufficient in explaining Imam
Ali’s political conduct, which is deeply rooted in divine mission, ethical responsibility,
and justice. Constructivism, by emphasizing identity, norms, and meanings, provides a
more appropriate theoretical lens. This paper argues that Imam Ali’s political actions
illustrate constructivist principles of socially constructed identities and norm-based
governance. The broader aim is to bridge Islamic political tradition with modern IR
theory, showing how Alawite politics can contribute to the development of alternative,
indigenous theories.

Materials and Methods

The research employs a qualitative and interpretive methodology, rooted in discourse
analysis and comparative political theory. The primary data sources are Islamic texts,
especially Nahj al-Balagha, complemented by secondary literature on Islamic political
thought and constructivist theory. The methodology involves:

1. Extracting political concepts such as justice, legitimacy, and authority from Imam
Ali’s sermons, letters, and practices.

2. Re-interpreting these concepts within the constructivist framework, emphasizing

identity formation, norm internalization, and meaning construction.

3. Comparing Alawite politics with Realist and Liberalist interpretations to highlight
theoretical differences.

By combining textual interpretation with constructivist theorization, the paper
situates Imam Ali’s politics as a case study of norm-based political action.
Discussion and Results
The analysis reveals several key findings:

* Justice as a Normative Principle: Imam Ali consistently emphasized justice as the
foundation of governance, even when it undermined short-term political stability.
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This aligns with constructivist emphasis on norms as determinants of

political action.

* Legitimacy through Divine Truth: Unlike Western notions of legitimacy based on
consensus or coercion, Imam Ali derived legitimacy from divine authority and
ethical principles. This provides a unique perspective on how legitimacy can be

socially and spiritually constructed.

* Moral Constraints on Warfare: Imam Ali’s approach to warfare was profoundly
ethical. He prohibited harm to civilians, respected treaties, and avoided
preemptive violence. Such practices illustrate the role of identity and morality in

shaping political conduct.

* Tolerance toward Dissent: Imam Ali distinguished between intellectual opposition
and violent rebellion. While he tolerated critical voices, he opposed armed
insurrection. This reflects constructivist notions of identity negotiation and norm-

based interaction.

Together, these findings demonstrate that Alawite politics exemplify a model of
'normative rationality'—political action shaped by identity, ethics, and divine mission,

rather than by material self-interest.

Conclusion

This study concludes that Alawite politics, when analyzed through constructivist theory,
provide a compelling case for identity-driven and norm-based governance. Imam Ali’s
model illustrates that politics can be guided by ethical and spiritual commitments,
offering an alternative paradigm to the materialism of Realism and the institutionalism
of Liberalism. More broadly, this research contributes to the dialogue between Islamic
thought and International Relations theory, suggesting that indigenous frameworks
rooted in ethics and justice can enrich global political theory. The Alawite model
highlights the possibility of integrating moral values into political practice, thereby

challenging dominant paradigms that marginalize ethics in favor of power politics.
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