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Abstract

The tomb of Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardebili, as one of the most important religious and cultural centers of
Iran, has numerous endowments that have played a key role in its economic, social, and cultural
sustainability. The importance and sanctity of this tomb has led to various gifts and offerings being
collected in this complex over the years. After the Safavid dynasty came to power, the value and
importance of this monument increased, but with the fall of the Safavid dynasty, the attention and care
of the Iranian kings to this monument decreased. This article aims to examine the structure and
function of these endowments, examines the types of endowments, the role of the leaders and trustees
in the administration and exploitation of the endowments, and also the effects of these endowments on
society. This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and based on library data.
The findings show that the endowments of Sheikh Safi's tomb were not only effective in terms of
economy and financial resources, but also in terms of social and cultural aspects, and the proper
management of the endowments by the leaders and trustees has led to the continuation of the tomb's
activities and the preservation of its position in society.
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Introduction

Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardabili (735-650 AH) was a prominent mystic and founder of the Safavid order,
whose monastery in Ardabil became one of the main centers for training disciples and promoting
mystical teachings in the 8th to 10th centuries AH. After the establishment of the Safavid state by his
descendants, the tomb became known as the center of religious and spiritual legitimacy of the state,
and with the support of the Safavid kings, a series of extensive endowments were formed for it. These
endowments have been one of the main pillars of the stability and development of this center.
Endowments, as an economic and social institution, have played a key role in providing financial
resources for the shrine and supporting cultural, religious, and charitable activities.

The study of endowments and their role in the cultural and social life of Islamic Iran has a long history
in historical, social, and architectural research. However, most of these studies have examined the
endowment system in Iran in general, and few studies have specifically addressed the structure and
function of endowments in a specific religious institution such as the tomb of Sheikh Safi al-Din
Ardebili. It is not possible to study the endowments of Sheikh Safi's tomb and its spiritual and
administrative organization without considering the historical, political, and cultural context of the
Safavid era. To better understand this complex system, it is necessary to refer to numerous historical
studies and sources that have examined the social, judicial, and architectural dimensions of the Safavid
era. Referring to these sources shows that although each of these works has shed light on a part of the
historical reality, no comprehensive research has been conducted to date that simultaneously examines
the structure, role, and function of the endowments of Sheikh Safi's tomb in its historical and
organizational context. Therefore, the present study, using previous studies, research sources, and
travelogues, attempts to present a coherent picture of how the endowments of this monument were
formed, organized, and functioned, and to represent the link between the leaders, trustees, and the
endowment structure in an analytical framework. Accordingly, the main research questions are: How
was the organizational and legal structure of the endowments of Sheikh Safi's tomb formed? What was
the role of the leaders and trustees in the continuity and functioning of these endowments? What
impact have the tomb's endowments had on cultural, economic, and social sustainability? The research
hypothesis is that the endowments of Sheikh Safi's tomb, beyond its economic function, have a social
and cultural role, and its organizational system is based on the interaction between religious authority
and executive efficiency. The aim of the research is to extract the relationships between the structure
of endowments, their function, and the role of trustees and mentors. In summary, the study of the
endowments of Sheikh Safi's tomb, beyond a historical study, is a reflection of the connection between
religion, society, and economy in Iranian history. The institution of endowment in this complex has
served as a foundation for cultural, social, and economic sustainability and is an example of the
indigenous mechanism of managing religious resources in Iranian-Islamic civilization.

Method

In terms of methodology, this research is of a qualitative, historical-analytical type. The data were
collected and analyzed through the examination of multiple sources.
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Findings

The mentors and their role in the developments of Sheikh Safi's tomb: In summary, it can be said that
the mentors, as spiritual and religious leaders in the Sheikh Safi monastery, were responsible for the
religious, moral, and social guidance of the followers. Their role in the Sheikh Safi shrine went
beyond spiritual guidance and included overseeing endowments and utilizing resources. They ensured
that the income from endowments was spent for religious and social purposes by overseeing the
proper implementation of endowments. The elders also played the role of educational and cultural
advisors and supervisors. This means that a portion of the endowment resources were allocated for
education, the establishment of libraries, and the support of cultural activities. Hence, these combined
roles of the leaders strengthened the shrine both financially and in terms of maintaining its social
legitimacy and prestige.

Types of endowments of Sheikh Safi's tomb and their use: The endowments of Sheikh Safi's tomb can
be divided into two categories: movable and immovable endowments. Since this tomb belonged to the
ancestors of the Safavid dynasty, the kings of this dynasty paid special attention to expanding and
making it more luxurious. Therefore, many exquisite works were donated to the tomb of Sheikh Safi.
The largest and most valuable movable wealth of Sheikh Safi's tomb was gold and silver that Shah
Abbas | had donated to the tomb out of love and devotion to his great ancestor Sheikh Safi (Khamushi,
2009: 74-75). Royal and popular endowments, along with various kinds of vows and alms, and
financial contributions from disciples and their countless endowments to Sheikh Safi's monastery,
always provided the financial strength of the monastery, so that the monastery was always striving to
support the vast mass of poor people (Jafarian, 2008: 72).

Trustees of endowments and their functions: During the Safavid period, the administration of
endowment affairs was entrusted to one of the elders who had both a spiritual and a civil and
administrative aspect. The administrators of the endowments were called Sadr, Minister of
Endowments, and Mustofi of Endowments (Shahabi, 1964: 10). The Safavid kings themselves were at
the head of the administration of the endowments of the Sheikh Safi tomb, so that the king's
representative, as the trustee, performed the duties of managing the affairs of the tomb and its
endowments. Among the most important trustees in Ardabil, we can mention Sheikh Abdal Zahedi,
his brother Sheikh Sharif Bek, and Morteza Qoli Khan Qorchi Bashi (according to Azin, 2004: 80). In
general, it can be said that the trustees, as the executive agents of the endowments, were responsible
for supervising the proper utilization of the endowment resources. They have played an important role
in preserving and developing endowments by efficiently managing the endowment's financial and
property resources, monitoring service performance, and providing regular reports to the leaders and
the community.

Conclusion

An examination of the structure and function of the endowments of Sheikh Safi's tomb shows that this
religious and cultural center was one of the most active historical institutions in Iran, not only from an
economic perspective, but also from a social and organizational perspective. Historical analysis shows
that the endowments of this tomb were not merely a financial tool for maintaining a religious complex,
but rather a platform for the continuation of the cultural, educational, and social life of Ardabil. The
structure of the tomb's endowments was a combination of financial, property, and service resources,
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each of which played a specific role in the dynamics of this system. Financial endowments were
dedicated to covering daily expenses and holding religious ceremonies. Real endowments, such as
land and agricultural properties, were considered a source of stable income. Service endowments were
also dedicated to ensuring public welfare, cultural development, and supporting vulnerable segments
of society. This structure allowed the shrine to remain not only financially independent, but also to
withstand economic and political crises. In addition to this material structure, the human factor also
played a decisive role. The elders, as spiritual and intellectual leaders, were the link between the
endowments and the spiritual goals of the shrine. Relying on their religious status, they supervised
how resources were used. The religious leaders, in fact, elevated the institution of endowment from a
purely economic system to a moral and social system in which spirituality and organizational planning
were present at the same time. On the other hand, there were the trustees of the endowments, who
were responsible for the executive and administrative role of the endowments. They were responsible
for maintaining documents, handling the properties, supervising the economic performance, and
covering the expenses of the shrine. In fact, the leaders were responsible for the supervisory and
religious aspects, and the trustees for the executive and financial duties. From a historical perspective,
the endowments of the Sheikh Safi tomb played an important role in establishing the power and
legitimacy of the Safavids. Because through this tomb, the Safavids were able to create a kind of link
between religious legitimacy and political authority. The endowments allowed the mausoleum to have
economic independence without the need for court or government resources, and this independence
paved the way for the continuation of the Safavid dynasty's social and religious influence even after
their political decline. The endowment institution in this tomb established a kind of balance between
religion, economy, and society, and for this reason was able to maintain its position over the centuries.
This research shows that the endowments of Sheikh Safi's tomb have the potential to provide efficient
models for the management of endowments and cultural centers in Iran in the future.
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