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Abstract

In the teachings of individual and social ethics in ancient Iran, there was always a form of religious
belief and faith in superhuman truths, as well as action according to ethical principles based on the
pleasure of God. Zoroastrianism, with its moral dualism, was largely in harmony with human nature,
especially in ancient Iran. The focus of this article is to examine why ancient Iranians believed in and
adhered to the theory of the morality of politics for governance. The research method used in this
article was historical with a qualitative approach. The necessary information was collected through
library research, which, after adaptation, led to the description and analysis of the data.

The ethical rituals of pre-Zoroastrian Iranians were inspired by teachings found in the Vedas or
the teachings of the Aryans of ancient India. In this religion, all phenomena were influenced by natural
forces such as the sun, moon, stars, earth, fire, water, and wind. In ancient Iran, the concept of
kingship was based on a set of beliefs and convictions that together formed the worldview and
theoretical framework of the Iranians. One of the most important components of this belief, which is
directly and immediately related to political thought, is the "alignment of religion and politics,” from
which the theory of the morality of politics and political behavior can be derived.
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Introduction

In the teachings of individual and social ethics in ancient Iran, there was always a form of religious
belief and faith in superhuman truths, as well as action according to ethical principles based on the
pleasure of God. Zoroastrianism, with its moral dualism, was largely in harmony with human nature,
especially in ancient Iran. The focus of this article is to examine why ancient Iranians believed in and
adhered to the theory of the morality of politics for governance. The research method used in this
article was historical with a qualitative approach. The necessary information was collected through
library research, which, after adaptation, led to the description and analysis of the data.

The ethical rituals of pre-Zoroastrian Iranians were inspired by teachings found in the Vedas or
the teachings of the Aryans of ancient India. In this religion, all phenomena were influenced by natural
forces such as the sun, moon, stars, earth, fire, water, and wind. In ancient Iran, the concept of
kingship was based on a set of beliefs and convictions that together formed the worldview and
theoretical framework of the Iranians. One of the most important components of this belief, which is
directly and immediately related to political thought, is the "alignment of religion and politics,” from
which the theory of the morality of politics and political behavior can be derived.

The problem addressed in this article is why ancient Iranians believed in and adhered to the theory
of the morality of politics as a basis for governance.

Research on the ethical theory of politics, and particularly on “the ethical theory of politics in the
governance of ancient Iranian governments,” is significant for several reasons. First, it allows for a
variety of analyses, interpretations, and perspectives, and can be examined and evaluated through
different approaches. Second, it offers the possibility of discovering new and innovative answers that
have not previously been articulated. Third, the morality of politics in the governance of Iranian
governments has long been a subject of intellectual debate among Iranian political and religious
thinkers. However, the lack of historical research in this area, along with the many ambiguities and
issues surrounding the moral theory of politics, further highlights the necessity for such research.

Method

The research method depends on the research objectives and questions, the scope of the study, the
nature of the subject, and its implementation possibilities. This study is classified as descriptive-
analytical in terms of its nature, background, and writing style. The information was collected through
library research by consulting books, articles, and other printed texts. Data analysis was conducted
using a qualitative approach based on reason, logic, and reasoning. Additionally, to address the
research problem and achieve the set objectives, the researcher employed content analysis, interpreting
the relevant qualitative data.

Findings

According to information and data from historical sources, Ardeshir Babakan was the first to
institutionalize and systematize the unity of religion and state. After gaining power, he regarded the
unity and integrity of Iran and liberation from the tribal monarchy system as the most important issues
facing the country and as his primary mission.



Y] m Ve i)l.@.: (ov &L_,_!)J‘g‘ gwuewe)‘p tq}gm.a anllad

The coexistence of religion and politics is one of the most fundamental elements of pre-Islamic
Iranian political thought. What emerges from the decrees of the kings of Iran, as well as from verses
taken from the Avesta, is that the ideal of kingship in the decrees and the generosity described in the
Avesta both had a religious aspect. The kings of Iran were all religiously aware, and for this reason, it
was said that Iranian rule was based on law and justice.

Iranian nationality, along with its unity and integrity, is so closely intertwined with religion that
the strengthening of one reinforces the other. Throughout their long history, both before and after
Islam, Iranians have always regarded religion as the most important manifestation of their national
unity. The best periods in the nation's history have been when both the spiritual and material forces of
society — the clergy and the government — have cooperated to ensure the life, national interests, and
strategic goals of Iranian society.

The unity and continuity of "religion and state" is also abundantly evident in the political and
literary texts of Iran after Islam. This idea was so important and vital that political theorists of this
period, including Onsor ul-Ma'ali Keikavus b. Iskander, Khajeh Nezam al-Mulk, Imam Muhammad
al-Ghazali, Saadi, and many others, could not fail to mention it in their works.

Among the ancient Iranians, kingship was considered a divine gift, as they believed that Ahura
Mazda chose the king through a spiritual force called Xvareno or "Farshahi”, and that this divine
power would remain as long as Ahura Mazda was pleased with him.

One could attain the status of "divine glory" if one possessed the divine light. According to
Zoroastrian religious traditions, this light is the divine illumination that shines on the heart of each
person, making them superior to others. It is through this light that one attains kingship, becomes
worthy of the throne, acts as a peacemaker and dispenser of justice, and is always successful and
victorious.

With the accession of a king endowed with divine power, state affairs and royal administration
will shift from the current state to a more desirable one. This transformation, resulting from the
presence of the ideal king, concerns not only statecraft and governance but also brings about
fundamental changes in the natural order. In this regard, the ideal king in pre-Islamic Iranian political
thought, like the first ruler in Abu Nasr al-Farabi's political philosophy, acts "like a god on earth,”
whose very existence brings prosperity to all places and makes the earth and time accessible to the
people.

The idea of the sacredness of the king's position, expressed in the concept of the “shadow of
God," and the hereditary nature of kingship, had a profound influence on the history of Iran after
Islam. Even though the old religion — the faith of the Sasanian kings — was often mentioned with
prejudice and disapproval, Sasanian thought and the monarchical system were regarded as a kind of
ideal. Meanwhile, theorists of political thought, through works such as the "Siyastanameh,” "Nasihat
ul-Moluk," and "Kheradnameh,” sanctified the monarchy and the status and dignity of the king,
preserving the same concept as in pre-Islamic Iran.

According to the general beliefs of ancient Iranians, a person who took charge of the affairs of the
greater society should have possessed the following characteristics: perfect physical health, perfect
mental health, attainment of puberty, acceptance of the position through inheritance, belonging to a
particular race and lineage — in other words, having the blood of the ruler's family — having the spirit
of Yazid, being religious and a practical believer in the official religion of the country, being
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knowledgeable and insightful (an allusion to self-refinement and worthy upbringing), being skilled in
the arts of war and, in other words, excelling in military and religious affairs, being attentive to the
needs of subjects and caring for them, and establishing order, law, justice, and ensuring public
security.

Among the factors that illustrate the development of ethical political theory in ancient Iran is the
purposeful and teleological perspective on political life. A notable consequence of the alignment
between religion and worldly affairs, alongside the prevalence of monotheism among the ancient
Iranian people, is moral dualism, or the belief in the powers of good and evil. These concepts form the
core of ethical debates and are among the subjects discussed extensively in moral philosophy. The
earthly world is seen as an arena for the competition between these two forces: the force of good seeks
to realise truth, while the force of evil and impurity seeks to realise falsehood. In their view, the order
and pattern of the world are fundamentally based on truth.

Ancient Iranians regarded lying as the source of all improper and unlawful behaviour.
Truthfulness, considered a moral virtue, was so significant to rulers and kings in ancient times that if a
king was even preoccupied with false thoughts or words, he would lose his composure. In pre-Islamic
Iranian political thought, the ideal king is seen as the origin of all good and evil; he acts according to
the will of God and as His representative, equal, and successor, ensuring that times are favourable for
the people and that they are not harmed during adverse periods.

Cristian Sen, a Danish Iranologist, believes that many of Iran's historical texts address moral and
political issues aimed at making society virtuous. He cites "Kalileh and Demneh" and the treatise "The
Wise Prosecutor of Minug" as among the most important moral, social, and political works written in
colloquial language, which had a significant impact on Iranian society.

Conclusion

As mentioned in the text, one of the key indicators of political thought in ancient Iran is the alignment
of religion and politics. From this perspective, politics operated within the framework of religious
thought; in practice, kings regarded their monarchy and kingship as granted by the grace of the gods.
The alignment of religion and worldly affairs provided the basis for the emergence of a form of moral
dualism, or belief in the forces of good and evil. In this view, the world is an arena for the competition
between these two forces, which are central to ethics. Therefore, religious and moral teachings shaped
the core of the political behaviour of rulers and politicians and served as one of the means for
controlling the conduct of those in power. Morality was rooted in the teachings and doctrines of
Zoroastrianism and, in the political sphere, also examined the behaviour of those in authority.
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