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A study of the political performance and cultural-civilizational role of Queen
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abstract

Ali b. Muhammad Sulayhi founded the Sulihi state of Yemen (439-532 AH) in the 5th century AH.
The most prominent ruler of the Sulayhi state after its founder was Queen Arwa. She was the first
female ruler of the Arabian Peninsula in the Islamic era, bearing titles such as "Balgis Sughra" and
"Sayyidah Moluk al-Yaman". The aim of this research is to examine the reign of Queen Arwa and her
cultural and civilisational actions that, overall, demonstrate her superiority over other female rulers in
the history of Yemen during the Islamic period. This research, using a descriptive-analytical method,
seeks to answer the question of what were the political performance and cultural-civilisational role of
Queen Arwa Sulayhi, the first female ruler of Yemen during the Islamic period. The findings show
that Queen Arwa Sulayhi was able to consolidate and maintain her rule in Yemen for more than half a
century through her intelligence and perseverance. The spiritual influence of the Sulayhi state during
Queen Arwa's time spread to the Arabian Peninsula and even the Indian subcontinent. Her particular
attention to justice, as well as to cultural, religious, and developmental affairs, made her known and
respected as the most prominent female ruler in the history of Yemen during the Islamic period.
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Introduction

In the first half of the 5th century AH, the Sulayhi state (1047-1137 AD) was established in Yemen
by Ali b. Muhammad Sulayhi. The most prominent ruler of the Sulayhi state after its founder was
Queen Arwa. She was the first female ruler of the Arabian Peninsula in the Islamic era, governing for
more than half a century.

The purpose of this research is to examine the evolution of the political and social developments
in Yemen during the fifth and sixth centuries AH that led to the formation of the Sulayhi government
and the rise to power of Queen Arwa Sulayhi as the first female ruler of Yemen in Islamic history.

Mothod

The research method in this study is historical analysis with a descriptive-analytical approach, aiming
to examine historical data and to evaluate and analyse defensible results regarding the course of
political-religious developments, how Queen Arwa Sulayhi came to power, and the reasons for her
superiority over other Yemeni female rulers in Islamic history.

Findings

In the second half of the third century AH, the Ismaili faith was introduced to Yemen by two Ismaili
preachers, Ibn Hawshab al-Kufi and Ali b. Fadl al-Yamani. These preachers were sent to Yemen by
Muhammad Habib, the Imam of the Ismailis residing in Salmiya, to call for the Mahdi (peace be upon
him) among the people of Muhammad (peace be upon him). Ibn Hawshab, known as Mansur al-
Yemeni, placed greater emphasis on preaching through peaceful means. He sent missionaries to
different.

A century after the death of the first preachers, a prominent Ismaili preacher named Sulayman ibn
Abdullah al-Zawahi once again took up the work of Ismaili preaching in Yemen. During his
preaching, he accepted Ali b. Muhammad Sulayhi, the son of an influential local chief of the
Hamadan tribe, as a disciple, and initiated him into the Ismaili faith. In addition to having a great
influence on him, he taught him all the secrets of the Ismaili religion.

Ali Sulayhi was the guide of Yemeni Hajj caravans to Mecca for fifteen years. During this time,
he was able to establish effective connections with the Fatimid Ismaili Dawah center in Egypt, and
while political unity was disappearing from Yemen, in 1047 AD he launched an uprising and
established the Sulayhi state of Yemen.

Queen Arwa was born in 1048 AD in Haraz as a member of the ruling family of the Sulayhid
state. At the age of eighteen, she married the son of Amirzadeh Ahmad Mukarram, the crown prince
of the Sulayhid state and son of the founder. Queen Arwa's political growth and development began
during the reign of her husband, Amir Mukarram. According to contemporary Ismaili Fatimid
sources, after the death of Ali Sulayhi, Ahmad Mukarram and Queen Arwa jointly ruled Yemen.
These sources even state that during Mukarram's reign, real power in the Sulayhid state of Yemen was
transferred to Queen Arwa.

During the interregnum of Malik Mukarram, Queen Arwa had prominent ministers and advisors
in the administration of the Sulayhid government. She ruled alone while her husband, Malik
Mukarram, withdrew from administration due to paralysis and disappeared from public view. Among
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Queen Arwa's bold political and military actions during the interregnum and regency was the
assassination of Saeed Ahul Najahi in 1088 AD, avenging the death of Ali b. Muhammad Sulayhi, the
founder of the Sulayhid dynasty — a decisive action approved by the Fatimid Caliph of Egypt.

Mukarram died in 1091 AD, and Queen Arwa served as regent for her two young sons for a
limited period. After their deaths, due to political differences and on the orders of the Fatimid Caliph,
she entered into a political marriage with one of the claimants to power, Saba' ibn Ahmad.

The Fatimid Caliph delegated the Fatimid Ismaili Da'is in Yemen, Oman, and India to Queen
Arwa, first appointing her as the Da'i of Yemen, and then, by granting her the title of "Hujjat",
elevated her to the highest position in the Ismaili Da'i hierarchy, giving her the title "Umm Da'wat of
Yemen".

Queen Arwa's mission was initially to publicly invite people to the Ismaili faith, establish
continuous communication between Ismaili converts and representatives of the Fatimid Caliph, and
strengthen Ismaili centres in Yemen and other regions.

Secondly, her mission was to weaken the political and religious base of the Abbasid Caliphate. In
areas under the control and influence of the Sulayhid government, this involved removing Abbasid
names from sermons and coins, and instead mentioning the names of the Fatimid caliphs in sermons
in important cities such as Mecca, Medina, Yemen, and other regions, as well as minting coins in their
names. The most significant achievement of the Sulayhid family, in return for their important work
for the Fatimid caliphs, was gaining political and religious legitimacy from them for their newly
established government.

In terms of civilisation, Queen Arwa also paid great attention to economic development and
prosperity in Yemen. She donated large areas of land for agriculture, livestock grazing, and breeding.
This endowment, which remains to this day, is known in Yemen as "Salba al-Sayyidah." She also paid
special attention to trade, improving.

Conclusion

The research results show that Queen Arwa achieved much during her reign. Politically, she surpassed
influential men in Yemen, established unity and integrity in the country, expanded the territory of the
Sulayhi government, took revenge on the enemies, and tolerated rivals who submitted to her authority.
Religiously, she extended the influence of Shiism not only in Yemen but also in Oman, Bahrain,
Sindh, and India, and promoted Islamic tolerance in Yemen. In terms of civilisation, she built and
restored numerous mosques and buildings, improved roads and paths, donated property for charitable
purposes, and publicly granted large areas of land in the Zee Jabla region for agriculture, grazing, and
livestock improvement. Her civilisational achievements were such that no previous Yemeni ruler had
matched them.

Among Queen Arwa’s personal characteristics, she was devoted to the study of poetry, literature,
and history, and was also interested in writing, producing footnotes and commentaries on several
books.
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