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Abstract

This study aims to phenomenologically analyze the meaning of place in the
curriculum, with a case study of the teacher training dormitory in the minds of
student teachers, and to describe their experiences of this place. The research method
is qualitative and phenomenological, focused on discovering and analyzing the
concepts and themes present in the lived experiences of student teachers. The data
was collected through semi-structured in-depth interviews with student teachers,
observations, and field notes. The data was then analyzed using phenomenological
analysis, through which the main themes were identified and interpreted. The
participants in this study were student teachers who had spent an academic year in
the studied location, specifically one of the buildings of the Farhangian University
campus. Purposeful sampling was used, and participants were selected based on the
researcher's knowledge of them as a participant observer (professor) in the location.
The findings showed that the meaning of the teacher training place for student
teachers goes beyond a physical space and includes complex concepts such as
physical coordinates, identity formation, emotional and psychological meaning, and
symbolic meaning. These concepts play a significant role in shaping the professional
attitudes and teacher identities of student teachers and influence their personal and
professional motivations. The results of this study indicate that the teacher training
place is not only an environment for academic learning but also functions as a social
and cultural context in the formation of student teachers' teacher identities.
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Results of the Thematic Analysis of Data and the Semantic Interpretation of Place (Student Dormitory)
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The old appearance of the building in terms of shape and
color A sports facility designated for male students’ training

and athletic activities an old building with a rusted door
Walls with faded paint
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A considerable distance from the main campus of the girls’

university an authentic old building located in one of the city’s
historic yet crowded neighborhoods

ddsio gl gy 5 L dab s leisle
A multi-story building with multiple functions

Olgmedly (YL oS15 a5 b S8 sla 51
Small rooms considering the high student density

Ol (535y9 el gl Sl
A building for boys' sports activities
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A cafeteria with a spacious area on the lower floor, situated
before entering the classrooms
Sl (93138 il culy )3 dlg b oM (6135 (gl BT 90
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Two rooms for holding classes located behind the cafeteria,
with classrooms lacking windows

@bl L g 4S5 4l ) Gla )l @iy leidlo b 2Kl
Gl 2 53 3 03 3995 (ST L S8

Color and Shape

ol il
Social Context

[FYTAR
Floors
Lo 51
Rooms
i ol
Sports Hall
Syplie
Dining Hall
o N
Classroom
aligb&
Dormitory

Appearance

o 51 5 sl
Floors and
Rooms

(Ko s

Physical Characteristics

Sl s
Change of Use

FA



Jaib

R U WE S EVEV WES)

A dormitory with a tall building, faded and worn walls, and
small rooms housing about ten people each
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Gaining experiences different from the family environment
and even distinct from school years
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In search of motivation to endure the additional hardships of
dormitory life
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An environment for forming new friendships and interacting
with peers in various areas
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Providing a setting for exchanging ideas and opinions with
peers and dormitory mates
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Making use of the joys and challenges of dormitory life to
build friendships and foster group solidarity
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Utilizing the joys and challenges of dormitory life to build
friendships and foster group solidarity.
Respectful relationships among students, along with the
courteous presence of university staff and administrators in
addressing student issues

The location, condition, and structure of the building reflect
the perception of the teaching profession
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A reflection of the structural challenges in the teacher
education system, which is reproduced in the minds of
student-teachers as an image of their future careers.
Living in the dormitory shapes a phenomenological experience
of responsibility, resilience, and educational interactions,
which unconsciously imprints a model of future teaching in
the minds of student-teachers.
The dormitory’s deterioration and lack of facilities create an
unconscious experience of the teacher’s position within the
country’s social and economic structure, which will influence
their professional identity in the future
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Educational inequalities and the lack of justice in the
educational system have made me doubt the impact of the
teaching profession.
A worn-out educational environment and the absence of
adequate school facilities have affected my energy and
motivation for teaching.
The lack of financial and welfare support for student-teachers

reinforces a sense of the profession’s undervaluation from the
very beginning of the path
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The dormitory, with all its age and wear, is a familiar space
full of shared memories for student-teachers, strengthening
their emotional attachment to it.
The building's age is not an obstacle to a sense of belonging;

rather, it fosters empathy among student-teachers, as they
share a common history and collective memories in this space
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Although this building is old, it is filled with a sense of
security and familiarity for me—a place where | have
experienced the bitter and sweet moments of student life.
This dormitory is not just a building; it was a temporary home
where we matured, learned, failed, and rose again.
The sound of footsteps in the old hallways, the scent of worn
books during exam nights, and the warmth of late-night
gatherings have become part of my identity in this place.
Every corner of this dormitory holds memories of effort, hope,
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hardship, and friendship, as if its walls silently tell the story of
our lives
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Estrangement lies not only in being away from home, but also
in the old dormitory building’s inability to create a sense of
'homeliness'—a place where the walls have more stories to tell
than the residents.
The old objects and fading colors in the dormitory space serve
as a reminder that this is not a home, but a temporary station
where a sense of belonging has yet to find its place
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The presence of individuals from different regions with
diverse cultures can bring feelings of isolation and alienation.
An old dormitory lacking dynamic cultural facilities not only
fails to enhance the student-teachers' living experience but can
also increase their sense of estrangement and distance from an
ideal educational environment

Al 3 a8 g Jasee oylalrogmiils 5l 6l (sl 29l gl
So] Cawd & sl ©Molai g Ml b gians 51 (653 Bros S )
For many student-teachers, the dormitory was an environment

where they gained a deeper understanding of responsibilities,
independence, and human interactions
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Alongside other student-teachers, we remember those

adventurous days, and the same feelings of empathy and
closeness to one another are revived in our hearts
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A worn-out and outdated educational environment can lead to
a decrease in students' motivation and interest in learning.

Students may feel that they lack the ability and capacity to
grow and progress in such a setting
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Discouragement stemming from high expectations in
educational environments can subtly permeate the minds of
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student-teachers, affecting the quality of their performance and
interactions with others
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Lack of motivation toward the teaching profession due to the
perceived indifference of decision-makers and planners
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Old physical spaces may give students a sense of confinement
and limitation. These spaces often do not use colors or designs
that stimulate creativity and energy, which can lead to feelings
of fatigue and discouragement among student-teachers.
Deviation from the standards of an ideal educational
environment
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The gap between initial perceptions of the teaching profession

and existing realities — conflict between personal values and
the educational system
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A sense of value in choosing the teaching profession —
motivation to make a positive impact on future generations —
hope for career advancement and access to better opportunities
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Support and encouragement from professors and classmates —
fostering friendships and deep relationships that give meaning
to the student experience
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Hope for reforms and improvement of educational conditions
— amotivation to participate in educational and cultural
changes
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As a platform for reproducing the experiences, emotions, and
identities of student-teachers
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The presence of student-teachers with diverse cultures and
identities as both challenges and opportunities for professional
development
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It can serve as a place for storing the collective experiences of
student-teachers, where memories, challenges, and educational
achievements are imprinted in their minds and indirectly
influence the teaching and learning process
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The gradual erosion of a place's historical identity as a result
of modern changes
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Student-teachers may feel that they face challenges in the
dormitory that affect the balance and equity of their
educational experience
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The Spirit of Participation as a Key Factor in Shaping the
Collective Identity of Student-Teachers
Participation as a Tool to Cope with Everyday Challenges in
the Dormitory
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The student dormitory, as both a physical and social space,
may serve as an environment in which student-teachers live
under the influence of the building’s traditional setting and
outdated systems. This situation can create a sense of conflict
for them, as they must balance between traditional values and

their emerging needs for learning and professional
development.”
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Doubt and lack of belief in the value of the teaching profession
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Changing Attitudes Toward the Impact of Innovations in the
Teaching Profession and Their Contradiction with the
Deteriorated Context of Dormitory and Educational
Environments
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Figure 1
The first main theme and its subthemes
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Figure 2
The second main theme and its subthemes
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Figure 3
The third main theme and its subthemes
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Figure 4
The fourth main theme and its subthemes
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