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Abstract

The Qur’an has devoted more attention to the belief and cultural
characteristics of the Children of Israel than to any other people. The
primary aim of this study is to extract pedagogical insights for the proper
education of human society. Employing a descriptive-analytical
methodology based on library research, the study investigates the
interaction between the belief systems and cultural elements of the
Children of Israel regarding God and their reflection within the Qur’anic
educational framework. The research question is: Which beliefs and
cultural behaviors of the Children of Israel concerning God does the
Qur’an report, and what are their pedagogical implications for
contemporary humanity? The findings indicate that, alongside the
materialistic beliefs of the Children of Israel—such as corporeal
conception of God, attributing offspring to Him, the perceptibility of God,
and a material understanding of divine knowledge and power—there
exists a range of cultural behaviors highlighted in the Qur’an. These
include repeated objections toward prophets, reliance on sensory
experience in sacred matters, and a tendency to substitute material
symbols for spiritual content. By critiquing these beliefs and behaviors,
the Qur’an introduces pedagogical principles such as affirming God’s
transcendence from corporeality, rejecting sensory perception of the
divine, refuting any attribution of offspring, and reforming religious
culture based on faith, rationality, and practical commitment. The results
demonstrate that the interplay between belief systems and cultural
structures among the Children of Israel can serve as a cautionary paradigm
for the education of human society.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Studying the belief systems and cultural characteristics of past peoples in religious sources goes beyond historical
review; it provides an analytical tool for understanding the interaction between individual beliefs and collective
structures. The Children of Israel, due to their diverse religious experiences, repeated encounters with multiple
prophets, and variable historical circumstances, present a distinguished example of the connection between belief and
culture. Examining these connections allows for an analysis of how beliefs influence collective and individual
behaviors, value systems, and social decision-making processes, thereby playing a central role in both personal and
societal education. In contemporary societies, faced with complex cultural, social, and technological challenges,
understanding how beliefs shape social behavior gains heightened significance. Studying the traditions, attitudes, and
cultural behaviors of the Children of Israel reveals that every society is the product of a continuous interaction between
beliefs and collective norms. A critical, analytical review of these interactions can extract historical and religious
lessons that enhance self-awareness, rationality, and moral education in modern humans. This study, by focusing on
the belief and cultural characteristics of the Children of Israel, seeks to systematically represent the relationship
between belief, culture, and education, and to derive strategies for educating human society in the contemporary era.

Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical and library-based approach, relying on content analysis of Qur’anic texts
and exegesis sources. Initially, verses referencing the belief and cultural characteristics of the Children of Israel toward
God were identified and collected. These verses were then analyzed thematically and comparatively to extract the
behavioral patterns and belief systems of this people. The data were critically and analytically re-examined through a
Qur’anic educational lens, exploring the interaction between belief systems and cultural structures. This methodology
enables the identification of the pedagogical implications of Qur’anic teachings for contemporary human society and
is grounded in evidence-based reasoning.

Results and Discussion

The study reveals that the Qur’an provides a detailed account of the belief characteristics of the Children of Israel and
highlights their implications for individual and collective behavior. This people exhibited a strong inclination toward
materialism and sensory perception in their understanding of God, perceiving God as corporeal, visually perceptible,
and even attributing offspring or partners to Him. They also limited divine knowledge and power to human capabilities
and often resisted prophets and divine texts. By critiquing these beliefs, the Qur’an emphasizes principles such as
affirming God’s transcendence from corporeality, rejecting sensory perception, and refuting any attribution of
offspring or partners, while highlighting the significance of heartfelt faith, rationality, and practical adherence to divine
teachings. These findings indicate that the weakness of faith and the dominance of materialistic perception over reason
were the root causes of numerous belief-related and cultural deviations, and that the interaction between belief and
cultural structures profoundly affects societal behavior and ethics. This study demonstrates that analyzing the belief
and cultural characteristics of the Children of Israel provides both a pedagogical model and a cautionary framework
for contemporary humanity. By critiquing extreme materialism and presenting monotheistic teachings, the Qur’an
facilitates the avoidance of past religious and cultural errors, emphasizing heartfelt faith, reason, and practical
commitment as pathways to individual and societal development. Beyond its historical significance, this analytical
review has practical applications for the design of educational and training programs, enhancing self-awareness,
rationality, and spiritual well-being in contemporary societies. The study underscores the importance of critical
engagement with religious and historical texts in the education of human society and the guidance of ethical behavior
today.
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