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Abstract

One of the basic and frequently repeated sociological concepts in the scope of
contemporary Iranian fiction is the generation gap between characters. Many
Persian literary writers have used this issue in their works to depict the
conflicts and differences of individuals in society and have mentioned its
reasons and consequences. In the present study, the aim is to examine three
fictional works of the 90s (Mona Lisa's sorrow, Samar, and Qeidar) based on
the category of generation gap and distinction by Anthony Gidnes, and to
answer the question: How and in what form is the generation gap reflected in
the aforementioned stories? The results of the research show that these stories
are written with the aim of showing the differences and conflicts between
family members and society, as a conflict resulting from generational conflicts
and sometimes generational disconnection. Also, the generational gap in these
works is reflected in the form of concepts such as: "family differences",
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"conflicts leading to generational disconnection between family members in
two adult and young generations" and "conflict in the values and norms of
people of two generations in society". In addition, the presence of women in
the course of these social changes is important, as they have played a role in
the form of believers in tradition and modernity.

Keywords: Persian novel, 90s, generational gap, Qeidar, Mona Lisa's sorrow,
Samar

1. Introduction

One of the repetitive concepts in the field of literary sociology is the
generation gap between characters that many Persian literature writers have
used in their works to show conflicts and differences between society
members. the aim of this research is review of three stories from the 1990s -
"Mona Lisa's anguish, Samar, and Qeidar" - based on Anthony Giddens® s
theory about generational gap. The main question is: how did writers use the
issue of the generational gap in their works (based on Anthony Giddens s
‘theory about generational gap)? The results for the research show that the
issue of the generational gap in these works is reflected in these concepts:
"family differences", "conflicts leading to generational disconnection between
family members in the two generations : adult and young " and "contradictions

in the values and norms of individuals of the two generations in society." the

importance and necessity of this research is that examining the generation
gap in the characters in Persian stories of the 1990s can take root the problems
and challenges of the Iranian family.in addition, in this works, by explaining
the topic of the generation gap in the characters, one can achieved the
intellectual foundations of the writers of this decade in relation to reflecting
the problems of Iranian families. Seeking expanding to commitment to the
problems of people in society by the authors of literary works, many fictional
works are a platform for showing family problems and differences and
generational differences and conflicts. Therefore, we are dealing with novels
and stories that part of its content reflects the issue of family differences
(father, mother and children) or it reveals the a person s conflict with the
other people in society. In these works, Ider people, as heads of the family
(such as father, mother, aunt, uncle, grandfather, grandmother, etc.), find out
the differences and generational gap between themselves and the younger
family members, or the younger family members are travailing from the
differences in values and norms between themselves and the adults in the
family as the older generation, and for this reason, they often tend to rebellious
toward them or separation from them.

One of the theorists about generational gap is Anthony Giddens. He
believes that generational differences are tied to the time fream in modern
society, that lead to differences and gaps between generations. Such as the
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distinctions between the pre-modern (traditional) generation and the
generation of modern society. He believes that, in every generation, three
basic component should be considered: 1- Attention to the element of time; 2-
Emphasis on dynamic and modern metod to escape old traditions; 3- attention
to the dynamic component in society that causes society to forget past
traditions. The component of generational differentiation in Giddens theory
are:

2. Discussion and Review

2-1. Family disputes

In the story "Mona Lisa's anguish", the fictional character that his name is
Mozaffar, realizes conflict between his thoughts and his family 's thoughts .
By tending to a Western and modern lifestyle, he separates his own scope from
his life his own traditional family scope. Bahram, who has different criteria
from for his family members in the previous generation, always tries to accept
the gap between the younger generation in it s time period and the old
generation so that the generational gap does not turn into Family disputes or
conflicts. Therefore, his life can indicate the psychological confusions for the
young and intellectual generation that has moved its lifestyle in the space
between tradition and modernity and does not seek to change the previous

methods and traditions, but always accepts the existing conditions. In the

novel "Samar", Shaida's mother is a traditional woman who is always in
conflict with Shaida and with. In addition, the generational conflict can be
shown in the two male characters in the story (the narrator's father and
husband). The father represents the older generation , and in contrast, the
husband has provided a modern lifestyle at home.

2-2. Conflicts leading to generational disconnection between family
members:

In the story "Mona Lisa's anguish ", Atiyeh, is represents a generation that
tries to rebel against previous generation and she is trying to change their

methods , as a result, her life leads to divorce. In the novel “Samar", Shayda

represents a generation that, due to the modern lifestyle with her husband,
moves away from the constraints of her previous traditions in theher family
and she tends to the modernity lifestyle. so, after separating from her husband,
she does not accept the being with her family.

2-3. Conflict in the values of two generations in society:

In Qeidar, Amirkhani, by showing the manners of a character named
Qeidar, tries to revive the beliefs that have been forgotten in the present
generation. In this novel, the author tries to show the generational difference
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in the form of a confrontation between the values of society during two
generations. the main results of the study show that in these novels, the authors
always link parts of the emotional suffering for younger generation with the
adherence of the previous generation to old values and traditions. In fact, the
characters of the new generation in these novels, such as Shayda in "Samar"
and Bahram, Atiyeh, and Mozaffar in " Mona Lisa's anguish”, had expected
from their family, that were intertwined with the modern lifestyle and did not
match the mental values of the previous generation in the family.

3. Conclusion

As a result, a generational gap in the family is emerging. Of course, in the
novel "Qeidar", the author's discussion about the values of the two generations
has been extended to members of society. According to Giddens 's theory, the
most important factor in the gap and distinction between the two generations
is the time, because the timeis an effective factor in creating distinction
between values, and tendencies of each generation. According to Giddens'
approach, the young generation in these novels, in order to get rid of the
traditions of the previous generation, sometimes engages in a generational gap
and creates a distance between their generation and the adult generation in
order to build the foundations of their modern lifestyle.
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1- Giddens Gohn, (1994), Living in a Post-traditional Society, in Beck,
Giddens and Lash, Reflexive Modernization: Politics, Tradition and
Aesthetics in the Modern Social, Cambridge, England: Polity.



