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Abstract

Narrative gains significance when humans seek to understand individual,
social, and political phenomena. A narrative, essentially, is a tale; a sequence of
events unfolding in time. The manner of telling or presenting this tale,
according to Gérard Genette's (1930-2018), narrative theory, occurs within a
specific temporal framework. In contemporary literature, particularly short
stories, narrative is profoundly influenced by realism, a dominant literary
school. Key elements of realism include ideological perspectives, colloquial
language, detailed descriptions, character archetypes, interpretations of societal
hardships, natural depictions, philosophical expressions, emotional emphasis,
political events, critiques of governance, and explanations for occurrences. This
study delves into the application of Gérard Genette's narrative theory to the
realist elements within Ahmad Mahmoud's(1930-2002) short story collection
"Strangers." The research investigates how Genette's concepts, particularly
discourse levels (time, voice, and mood), and intertextuality, intersect with the
core tenets of realism in Mahmoud's work. The findings reveal a significant
interplay between these narrative elements and the principles of realism,
enriching the reader's experience and providing a deeper understanding of the
stories.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Narrative serves as a fundamental tool for understanding individual, social, and
political phenomena, playing a crucial role in fictional literature. Gérard
Genette's (1Y +—Y+VA) narratology theory, focusing on elements such as time,
mood, voice, and transtextuality, provides a comprehensive framework for
analyzing narrative structures. This theory is particularly useful in examining
realist short stories, which depict social realities. Ahmad Mahmoud, one of
Iran's most prominent contemporary realist writers, employs both realist
techniques and narrative strategies in his short story collection Strangers and
the Native Boy to vividly portray the lives of marginalized social classes. This
study aims to conduct a comparative analysis of Genette’s narratology and the
elements of realism in Mahmoud’s short stories.

Research Method

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing library resources
and credible academic articles. The data were analyzed based on Genette’s
narratological components (time, mood, voice, and transtextuality) and the
characteristics of realism (colloquial language, detailed descriptions,
sociopolitical critique, typification, etc.). The research corpus consists of
Mahmoud’s short story collection Strangers and the Native Boy, including
three stories: Strangers, The Blue Sky of Dez, and Together.

Discussion and Analysis

The examination of these stories reveals that Ahmad Mahmoud employs
Genette’s narratological elements to represent social realities. At the level
of narrative time, the use of flashbacks, variations in event frequency, and the
contrast between story time and narrative time contribute to the depth of events.
In terms of narrative mood, the third-person limited perspective, aligned with
the characters' viewpoints, fosters reader empathy. Additionally, the narrative
tone harmonizes with the stories' atmospheres (melancholic, critical, and
occasionally humorous). On the other hand, realist elements—such as critiques
of government actions, detailed depictions of impoverished settings, colloquial
language, and character typification—enhance the stories’ realism.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that Genette’s narratology and realism are synergistically
integrated in Mahmoud’s stories. The discourse levels (time, mood, and voice)
in Genette’s theory enable a precise analysis of narrative structures, while
realist elements enrich the stories’ content. By combining these two
approaches, Mahmoud crafts multilayered and impactful narratives that are
noteworthy both formally and thematically. This study demonstrates that
narratological analysis based on modern theories can lead to a deeper
understanding of the relationship between form and content in fictional
literature.
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