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Abstract

Immigration is one of the most important issues that is rapidly increasing
in the world>s immigration-receptive countries, which causes problems in
various fields of the destination society. Being immigrant doesn’t mean that
person commit the crime but the confrontation between the two cultures of the
immigrant-first and immigrant-receptive regions in international immigration
causes the formation of a cultural challenge. Employing an analytical and
descriptive methodology, the current study aims to evaluate The Cultural Effects
of Immigrants> Presence in the Host Country from a Criminology Perspective.
Immigrants face cultural challenges, leads to their living in the outskirts of the
city and being a member of criminal subcultures and committing special kinds
of crimes. immigration and cultural challenges resulting from it, which lead
to immigrant people turning to marginalization and membership in criminal
subcultures, let>s explore the type of crimes, which are mostly crimes against
property and persons.

Abstract current study aims to evaluate The Cultural Effects of Immigrants>
Presence in the Host Country from a Criminology Perspective. Immigrants face
cultural challenges, leads to their living in the outskirts of the city and being
a member of criminal subcultures and committing special kinds of crimes.
immigration and cultural challenges resulting from it, which lead to immigrant
people turning to marginalization and membership in criminal subcultures,
let>s explore the type of crimes, which are mostly crimes against property and
persons.
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Humans are inherently social beings, and their behavior is fundamen-
tally shaped by the social environment in which they live. An indi-
vidual’s presence within a society both enables their influence on the
community and subjects them to its social conditions. In the process
of socialization, individuals are profoundly affected by culture, cre-
ating an inseparable link between the two. Cultural conflicts, subcul-
tures, lifestyle differences, and cultural lag all contribute to pushing
individuals toward criminal behavior, as cultural harm can lead to de-
viant acts. Extensive studies have explored the relationship between
cultural factors and crime. This article specifically examines the impact
of migration on cultural issues and, ultimately, on the transformation
of the criminal profile within the host society.One of the significant
consequences of migration is the emergence of cultural harm and cul-
tural pluralism in the host country. However, being a migrant does not
inherently imply criminality. Contemporary research largely indicates
that there is no meaningful direct correlation between migration and
an increase in crime rates within host communities. Nevertheless, the
focus of this study is the nuanced relationship between cultural differ-
ences among migrants and the host society, which may create unique
conditions conducive to committing certain types of crimes linked to
cultural challenges.

Extended Abstract

Discussion

The reasons behind migration and the type of migration significantly
affect the connection between migrants and criminal conduct. Demo-
graphic characteristics of migrants—including age, gender, profes-
sional skills, and educational level—alongside cultural differences or
conflicts between migrants and the host community, can influence both
the nature and frequency of crimes committed by migrants.

With the growth of populations due to migration, diverse cultures from
various social strata coexist within a single geographic area. When these
cultures intersect and cultural challenges arise, mutual understanding
between groups diminishes, potentially giving rise to criminal subcul-
tures. These subcultures, especially when formed in opposition to the
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dominant culture and characterized by lack of cohesion, may transform
into countercultures that actively resist mainstream norms. If migrants
resist adopting the host country’s culture, the risk of criminal behav-
ior increases. Hence, while migrants may physically reside in the host
country, their cultural adherence to their country of origin may pre-
dispose them to deviate from the host society’s norms and laws. Con-
fronted with new societal values and norms, migrants may gradually
view these as relative rather than absolute, weakening their legitimacy
and making violations easier.

Extensive criminological research into crime, criminals, and methods
of prevention has revealed a close relationship between these factors
and culture. Crime, like culture, must be understood within its cul-
tural context. Cultural criminologists argue that all crimes have cul-
tural roots, and that cultural habits play a significant role within power
dynamics. Deviant subcultures are identified as primary contributors
to criminal behavior, drawing attention to marginalized groups and
illustrating how their norms, styles, and cultural values lead to law-
breaking.

Living on the social margins does not automatically mean engagement
in criminal behavior. However, the composition of marginalized com-
munities often correlates with predictable patterns of crime, which
differ from those in central urban areas. Common characteristics of
marginalized urban areas associated with crime include poor urban
conditions, low public health standards, mental and physical health is-
sues, lack of stable employment and adequate income, the presence of
multiple subcultures, high population density, limited welfare and edu-
cational opportunities, widespread poverty, and drug abuse—factors
that collectively contribute to deviant behaviors and crime.Migrants
face barriers such as language learning and employment that can hin-
der their cultural integration. Studies from various countries indicate
that the impact of migration on crime depends heavily on whether the
host society is migrant-friendly or not. Countries that are more accept-
ing of migrants, such as Canada, generally experience lower crime in-
volvement among migrants compared to less welcoming countries like
Japan or France. This disparity may be due to the greater capacity of
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migrant-receptive societies to integrate newcomers. In contrast, in so-
cieties where migrants fail to assimilate culturally, they may resort to
alternative means, including criminal acts, as coping mechanisms. The
more fragmented a migrant’s cultural ties and the weaker their ability
to adapt to the host culture, the more likely they are to engage in crimi-
nal behavior, often aligning with groups whose cultural values conflict
with those of the host country.As migration leads to increased cultural
diversity, differences among ethnic groups may occasionally provoke
hostility and conflict, a phenomenon known as “ethnic conflict.”

Conclusion

An objective examination of the link between migration and crime re-
veals two key findings: first, migrants do not commit more crimes than
native populations; second, migration does not increase the likelihood
of violent crime. However, these outcomes are highly dependent on
factors such as the original structure of the host society and the demo-
graphic and cultural composition of migrants. Each society possesses
a unique culture, and migration tends to transfer the criminal patterns
of migrant-sending regions to migrant-receiving areas. Depending
on the norms, values, and prevalent crimes in the host location, the
criminal behavior of migrants may correspond more closely with their
places of origin, whether rural, urban, or from developing countries.
Most migrants come from rural or small urban areas in developing na-
tions and face not only cultural conflicts but also economic hardships.
Consequently, they often settle in low-cost neighborhoods on the urban
periphery where cultural similarities exist. Today, the majority of resi-
dents in urban fringe areas are migrants with limited financial means.
Their settlement in these marginalized neighborhoods often precedes
the occurrence of specific types of crimes against individuals, property,
and public welfare, facilitated by the unique conditions of these areas.
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