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In world mythology, the hero’s journey is consistently marked by dangers and
trials that heroes must overcome in order to attain great victory, special
privilege, elevated status, marriage to a princess, and other rewards. In Iranian
mythology, Garshasp is among the prominent heroes whose heroic exploits—
particularly his celebrated battle with the dragon—have influenced the
narrative patterns of later Iranian champions. His dragon-slaying episode
became so well-known that some regard the dragon-slaying motifs of
subsequent heroes as derived from his feat. Like other mythological heroes
worldwide, Garshasp encounters numerous obstacles and tests throughout his
journey. The central question of this study is: What specific trials does
Garshasp face in Asadi Tusi’s Garshaspnameh? Employing a descriptive—
analytical method, this research examines the challenges and trials presented
in the poem. The findings indicate the presence of several categories of trials,
including confrontation with a peri, combat with a dragon, crossing deserts
and waters, the multiple tests related to Zahhak, the spiritual trial involving
the Brahmin, and other challenges mentioned throughout the Garshaspnameh.
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