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The binary opposition of “order” and “chaos” plays a pivotal role in the
production of meaning and the interpretation of culture in cultural semiotics.
Cultural semiotics regards culture and its domain as a text saturated with signs,
through which the mechanisms and functions of that culture may be examined.
In the Bundahishn, as a mythological-religious text, the concepts of order and
chaos occupy a structural position in explaining the mechanism of creation,
the configuration of the world, and the place of humankind. Order in the
Bundahishn—identified as Hormazd’s creation—functions as a semiotic
system that bestows meaning upon the world. Conversely, Ahrimanian chaos
and his confrontation with Hormazd constitute a semiotic system that stands
in opposition to order. The interaction between order, as a constructive and
affirmative element, and chaos, as a destructive and negating one, results in
the production of meaning and the emergence of complex conceptual
structures. Employing a descriptive—analytical method and relying on library-
based research, this study examines the central role of these two opposing
forces as symbolic representations of order and chaos in the mythology and
cultural thought of ancient Iran. The findings indicate that, whereas the
creation of the world in Greek, Babylonian, Northern European, and the
mythologies of the peoples of the Americas is founded upon a primordial
structure of chaos, in Mazdean mythology and the Bundahishn, creation rests
upon order, with chaos appearing as an intrusion upon that order.

Keywords: Ahriman, Hormazd, Order and Chaos, Bundahishn, Cultural
Semiotics.
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