N

s

LBCIL.Vol. 4, No.2, 2025

Learner-Based Curriculum and Instruction Journal

(LBCI))

EISSN: 3060-5857
Journal Homepage:LBCIJ.Tabrizu.ac.ir

Development of a Responsive Curriculum in the Field of Educational
Sciences: A Qualitative Study of Inhibiting and Facilitating Factors

Mohammadhassan Hassani 1/, Haiedeh Ashouri 2=, Fatemeh Ahmadbeigi 3,

1. PhD student, Department of Educational Sciences, Faculty of Humanities, North Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad

Marzieh Ramezani*

University, Tehran, Iran (E-mail: mhhassani510@gmail.com)

2. Corresponding Author, Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Sciences, Tonekabon Branch, Islamic

Azad University, Tonekabon, Iran (E-mail: Ashouri.hs@gmail.com)

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Sciences, Faculty of Humanities, North Tehran Branch, Islamic

Azad University, Tehran, Iran (E-mail: fahmadbeigi@yahoo.com)

4. Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Sciences, Faculty of Humanities, North Tehran Branch, Islamic

Azad University, Tehran, Iran (E-mail: marziehramezani2@gmail.com)

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:

Research Article

Avrticle History:

Received: 19 July 2024
Revised: 29 January 2025
Accepted: 17 February 2025
Published: 21 September 2025

Keywords:

curriculum, educational
science, responsive,
responsive curriculum,
university

Objective: This research aimed to identify factors that inhibit and facilitate the
development of a responsive curriculum in the field of educational sciences.

Method: To achieve the desired goal, the researcher used a qualitative approach of
thematic analysis. The participants of the research were expert faculty members and
experts in the field of curriculum planning and experts in the field of higher education
and university planning, of which 18 people were selected as a purposive sample. The
data collection tool was a semi-structured interview. Thematic analysis coding method
was used to analyze the data and King and Harrocks method was used to validate the data
Results: The results showed that a total of 46 primary codes, 13 basic themes, 5
organizing themes, under two overarching themes of inhibiting factors and facilitating
factors of curriculum development were included.

Conclusion: Based on the findings, universities and higher education institutions and the
field of educational sciences, in order to move towards a responsive curriculum, should
consider a set of inhibiting and facilitating factors in the formulation, development, and
implementation of the curriculum of the field of educational sciences, because the
development of a responsive curriculum requires in parallel the elimination of inhibiting
factors and the strengthening and attention to facilitating factors; in addition, any action
and policy-making in this field requires a systematic and multidimensional view, taking
into account all structural, technical, strategic, cultural, and social elements and
dimensions.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Curriculum is one of the main areas and drivers of transformation and accountability of the university, so it should
be given more attention in the development and excellence of the university. The field of educational sciences is
not exempted from this, considering the many stakeholders and the significant role and influence it has in the
society. Despite the concern that exists in this regard, the curriculum of educational sciences based on
accountability criteria has not been studied so far. In order to cover this scientific gap in the country, this research
has conducted a qualitative study of the inhibiting and facilitating factors in the development of a responsive
curriculum in the field of educational sciences.

Method

To achieve the desired goal, the researcher used a qualitative approach of thematic analysis. The participants of
the research were expert faculty members and experts in the field of curriculum planning and experts in the field
of higher education and university planning, of which 18 people were selected as a purposive sample. The data
collection tool was a semi-structured interview. Thematic analysis coding method was used to analyze the data
and King and Harrocks method was used to validate the data.

Result

Following the analysis of the qualitative data, two main themes emerged. The results showed that a total of 46
primary codes, 13 basic themes, 5 organizing themes, under two overarching themes of inhibiting factors and
facilitating factors of curriculum development were included. According to what was said in the methodology
section, the findings of this study were obtained according to specific procedures of thematic analysis at three
basic, organizing and comprehensive levels. Thus, after reviewing the interviews several times and checking the
codings with the software (maxqda24), 46 unique initial codes were identified. Then, in the first step of identifying
the themes, 13 basic themes were formed through summarizing, categorizing and paying attention to the overlaps
in the initial codes. In the second step, the 13 basic themes were placed under 5 organizing themes, considering
the overlaps. Then, and in the continuation of this process, the organizing themes that had some kind of overlap
and common semantic load were formulated at a more abstract level and in the form of two comprehensive themes,
which were indicative of the main and final themes of the present study.

The factors inhibiting a responsive curriculum express the obstacles and limitations that exist in the path of
developing the educational sciences curriculum towards responsiveness. The factors inhibiting the development
of a responsive curriculum in this research relate to three areas: "structural constraints and barriers," "strategic
constraints and barriers," and "technical constraints and barriers."

The factors facilitating responsive curriculum in the field of educational sciences are those factors that simplify
the development of responsive curriculum and reduce the difficulties in moving towards curriculum
responsiveness. The factors facilitating the development of responsive curriculum in this study, according to the
diagram, relate to two areas: "developmental factors™" and "contextual factors."

Conclusion

Based on the findings, universities and higher education institutions and the field of educational sciences, in order
to move towards a responsive curriculum, should consider a set of inhibiting and facilitating factors in the
formulation, development, and implementation of the curriculum of the field of educational sciences, because the
development of a responsive curriculum requires in parallel the elimination of inhibiting factors and the
strengthening and attention to facilitating factors; in addition, any action and policy-making in this field requires
a systematic and multidimensional view, taking into account all structural, technical, strategic, cultural, and social
elements and dimensions. Finally, it should be noted that in designing and developing a responsive curriculum
model, first of all, it is necessary to recognize environmental and contextual conditions and factors, because many
environmental factors are beyond control and intervention and may play a deterrent role, but some factors can be
adjusted and changed to some extent. Therefore, secondly, an effort to establish a connection between strategies
and environmental conditions in order to coordinate and align environmental conditions with the goals of the
responsive curriculum and vice versa, adapting the goals of the curriculum to the requirements, conditions, and
environmental facilities can be helpful.
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