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Abstract

Nurturing gifted students plays a critical role in the advancement of any society. In Iran,
SAMPAD (National Organization for the Development of Exceptional Talents) schools
have been established to serve this purpose. This qualitative research aimed to explore the
strengths and weaknesses of SAMPAD schools from the perspective of their alumni. The study
population included all alumni who graduated from SAMPAD schools in 2022. The research
adopted a qualitative methodology using a grounded theory approach. A purposive sampling
method was used, and data collection continued until theoretical saturation was achieved,
resulting in a total of 20 participants. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews
and they were analyzed using open, axial, and selective coding. The analysis yielded 618
statements, 70 concepts, 11 subcategories, and 3 core categories. The core categories included (1)
a nurturing environment, (2) a psychologically and academically stressful environment, and (3)
organizational inconsistencies. The first core category, "a nurturing environment," included
subcategories such as "SAMPAD as a family," "holistic development", "fostering hope",
"motivation and perseverance", and "gaining credibility through SAMPAD". The second
core category, "a psychologically and academically stressful environment,” encompassed
"excessive pressure" and "unrealistic expectations fostered by SAMPAD." The third core
category, i.e., "organizational inconsistencies," included "lack of coordination among SAMPAD
schools", “ineffective entrance selection system", and "high tuition fees". Findings suggested that
although SAMPAD schools offer a prestigious and growth-oriented environment for students
and their families, they often overlook crucial psychological aspects such as academic stress and
student mental health.
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