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Abstract

This qualitative research employed Bereday's comparative model to examine the standards
and curricular frameworks of primary school science curricula in Iran and five selected
countries, i.e., Singapore, South Korea, Japan, Qatar, and France. The selection of these
countries was based on their performance in TIMSS international assessment in 2015 and
2019. Singapore, South Korea, and Japan ranked at the top of the results table, while Qatar
(from Asia) and France (from Europe) were chosen as countries more comparable to Iran.
These countries represent a range of educational systems—some being pioneers in curriculum
development and long-term educational planning, and others on par with Iran. The findings
revealed that while countries such as Singapore and Japan have practical and clear objectives,
the expected goals in Iran's primary school science curriculum are more idealistic, with less
emphasis on practical values for students' daily lives. Additionally, the results indicated that
the content of the science course in Iran has not kept pace with advances in science and
technology. Furthermore, the results demonstrated variations in teaching methods across
different countries; while active and learner-centered methods are dominated in Singapore,
Japan, and France, Iran predominantly adopts a teacher-centered approach with a focus on
traditional methods.
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