Ministry of Education

Islamic Republic of IRAN
N _ Journal of O
a9
= > . . —Yy—
3 Educational Innovations Orgrti o

Challenges of Nomadic Education in Khuzestan:
Identification, Categorization, and Developing
a Management model

Me'raj Jahangiri, MA Student in Educational Administration, Department of Education, Faculty of Education and
Psychology, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran.

Hamid Farhadi Rad (PhD), Associate Professor, Department of Education, Faculty of Education and Psychology, Shahid
Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran. (Corresponding Author).

Email: h.farhadirad@scu.ac.ir

Ghodratollah Khalife (PhD), Former Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Sciences, Faculty of Education and
Psychology, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran; and Assistant Professor, Department of Foundations of
Education, Faculty of Education and Psychology, Shiraz University, Shiraz, Iran.

Abstract

Providing education to nomadic communities — as one of the three main population groups
in Iran - is a fundamental necessity. Primary school education among nomads in Khuzestan
Province, a key region of nomadic settlement, faces several challenges that disrupt the
educational process. The main objective of the current research was to identify and categorize
the challenges of nomad education in Khuzestan province and proposing a model for managing
them. Employing a sequential exploratory mixed-methods design, the qualitative phase utilized
directed content analysis, while the quantitative phase applied a descriptive-survey
approach. For the qualitative phase, the research population was divided into administrative and
executive staff. Semi-structured, in-depth interviews were conducted with 16 experts 8-from
each category - who were selected through purposive stratified sampling. The interviews yielded
a comprehensive list of educational challenges in Khuzestan's nomadic schools. Using the Pidd
model, these challenges were categorized into three types: puzzles, problems, and complexities.
In the quantitative phase, a researcher-made questionnaire based on qualitative findings was
distributed to 313 stratified randomly selected participants. The collected data were analyzed
using SmartPLS version 3 to assess model's fitness. Findings revealed 44 identified challenges,
varying in complexity -some easily solvable, while others require high-level decision-making
beyond the education system. Ultimately, 20 strategies for managing these challenges were
identified and analyzed.
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