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Students’ Reading Literacy Performance in PIRLS 2021: The Mediating

Role of Reading Attitude
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Abstract: The present study aimed to
analyze the effect of teacher quality and
school quality, with the mediating role of
reading attitude, on Iranian students’
reading literacy performance in the PIRLS
2021 assessment. This research employed a
quantitative approach and a correlational
method. The population and sample
consisted of Iranian students who
participated in the PIRLS 2021 study.
Using a three-stage stratified cluster
sampling method, a total of 5,962 students
across 218 classrooms, along with 218
teachers and 218 school principals, were
selected. The research data were collected
using the reading performance test and
questionnaires on teacher quality, school
quality, and reading attitude. Secondary
analysis of the Iranian dataset was
conducted using  structural  equation
modeling techniques. The findings revealed
that teacher quality and school quality had a
direct, positive, and significant effect on
both reading attitude and reading literacy
performance. Moreover, teacher and school
quality exerted an indirect, positive, and
significant influence on reading
performance through reading attitude.
Based on these findings, it is recommended
that educational policymakers invest in
enhancing teachers’ professional skills,
improving  school environments, and
strengthening reading promotion programs
to foster the development of students’
reading literacy.
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