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The purpose of this article was to study the objectives and learning
activities of the bachelor's degree in law in the top universities of the world
with the approach of integrating with work. Descriptive applied research was
carried out using George Brody's comparative study method. The
Key words: information needed for the research has been collected using existing
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activities the world and the top 10 universities are targeted and based on three ranking

bases; Shanghai, Times, and Graduate Employability Rankings has taken

place. The method was comparative-analytical. The results showed that

among the types of work-integrated learning, the provision of skill courses

and internships in the curriculum of the field of law has received the most
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In response to employer demands for job-ready graduates, higher education has
increasingly focused on Work-Integrated Learning (WIL) strategies. WIL enables
students to acquire knowledge and skills through practical experience and reflection in
real or simulated work environments. A significant challenge in higher education is the
gap between academic theory and professional practice, with surveys indicating that
graduates without prior work experience have fewer job opportunities. Numerous
studies show a positive correlation between participation in WIL programs and higher
employment rates. This research addresses the integration of WIL within
undergraduate law programs, a field where practical competence is paramount.
Influential reports, such as the Carnegie Foundation's "Educating Lawyers" and "Best
Practices for Legal Education,” have called for significant pedagogical reforms in legal
education, emphasizing practical skills and ethical practice to bridge the theory-
practice gap and foster a strong professional identity. This study aims to investigate
how the world's leading universities have integrated WIL into their undergraduate law
curricula, focusing on the objectives, types, and learning activities employed, to inform
curriculum development in similar contexts.

Research Methodology

This research employed a qualitative, comparative-analytical design, utilizing
George Bereday's four-stage model for comparative studies (description, interpretation,
juxtaposition, and comparison). The population consisted of law curricula from
universities worldwide. A purposive sample of ten top-tier universities was selected
based on their rankings in three major systems: the Academic Ranking of World
Universities (Shanghai), Times Higher Education World University Rankings, and
graduate employability rankings. The selected universities were Harvard, Stanford,
Cambridge, Oxford, UC Berkeley, University College London (UCL), Toronto,
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Manchester, and Sydney. Data were collected primarily from the official websites and
published documents of these universities, including curriculum outlines, course
descriptions, and information on clinical programs and internships. The collected data
were systematically categorized and analyzed based on the core elements of WIL: its
overarching objectives, the types of WIL implemented, and the specific learning
activities students undertake.

Key Findings

The analysis of the ten universities revealed a strong and consistent emphasis on
integrating WIL into the undergraduate law curriculum, with notable commonalities
and some variations.

Objectives of Work-Integrated Learning: The primary objectives of WIL in these
institutions were remarkably consistent.

Enhancing and Deepening Theoretical Knowledge: 90% of the universities cited the
reinforcement and practical application of theoretical legal knowledge as a key goal.
The aim was to make classroom learning more tangible and relevant.

Practicing Generic Workplace Skills: Similarly, 90% of the universities focused on
developing transferable skills essential for any professional environment. These
included critical and analytical thinking, problem-solving, oral and written
communication, negotiation, teamwork, leadership, and time management. Universities
like Cambridge and UCL provided extensive lists of these transferable skills.

Linking Theoretical Concepts to Professional Practice: 80% of the programs
explicitly aimed to connect academic legal discourse with the realities of legal work,
effectively bridging the gap between law school and legal practice.

Types of Work-Integrated Learning Used: The universities employed a variety of
WIL modalities, with three being most prevalent.

Skills Courses (90%): The most common form of WIL was the integration of
practical skills courses into the curriculum. These courses covered areas such as civil

dispute resolution, negotiation, mediation, advocacy, legal drafting, and client
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interviewing. Universities like Oxford offered specialized courses in competition law,
criminology, and medical law and ethics, combining seminars with small-group
tutorials and practical exercises.

Internships (80%): Internships were the second most utilized form of WIL. These
were offered in diverse settings, including judicial chambers (e.g., Harvard),
government agencies, non-profit organizations, and private law firms. Programs like
the Oxford Global Justice Internship Program and various summer internships at the
University of Toronto provided students with immersive experiences in local and
international legal contexts.

Legal Clinics (70%): Clinical legal education was a significant feature in 70% of the
universities. In these clinics, students worked on real cases under the supervision of
experienced faculty or practitioners. They provided legal services to clients in areas
such as criminal defense, immigration law, family law, and environmental law,
handling cases from initial client interview to court representation or legal resolution.

Learning Activities in Work-Integrated Learning: The specific activities students
engaged in were categorized into two main types.General Activities (90%): The vast
majority of universities emphasized general professional activities. These included
legal research, writing legal memoranda and policy analysis papers, preparing case
briefs, and developing oral presentation skills.

Specialized Legal Activities (80%): A high percentage of programs also involved
activities specific to the legal profession. Students engaged in tasks such as interpreting
statutes, drafting legal pleadings and contracts, conducting mock trials and mooting
competitions, interviewing clients, and developing litigation strategies. For example,
students at Harvard and Stanford's legal clinics handled real criminal cases, while those
at Manchester and Sydney provided free legal advice to the public under supervision.

Discussion and Conclusion

The comparative study conclusively demonstrates that leading global universities
have systematically embedded Work-Integrated Learning as a core component of their

undergraduate law curricula. The approach is not peripheral but central to their
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educational philosophy. The primary objectives are uniformly focused on enhancing
theoretical understanding through practical application and developing the essential
generic and specialized skills demanded by the legal profession. The implementation is
diverse, primarily through mandatory and optional skills courses, structured
internships, and hands-on legal clinics. The learning activities are designed to be
immersive, requiring active student engagement in both general professional tasks and
specialized legal practice. The findings suggest that for law schools seeking to improve
graduate employability and professional readiness, a move beyond a single, optional
internship is necessary. A comprehensive WIL strategy should involve a multi-faceted
approach, incorporating diverse practical experiences directly into the curriculum,
fostering strong partnerships with the legal profession, and designing activities that
ensure deep and meaningful student involvement in authentic legal work. This research
provides a foundational model for curriculum developers and policymakers aiming to
reform legal education by aligning it more closely with the practical demands of the

profession.
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