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Abstract

The most important branches of practical monotheism are

“monotheism in obedience” and “monotheism in worship.”
Monotheism in obedience means that one must exclusively
obey God, and it is not permissible to obey anyone else unless
it is by God’s permission. Therefore, the most important
difference between these two branches of monotheism is that
worshiping God cannot be delegated, while obedience to God
can be delegated. In other words, obedience primarily and
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intrinsically belongs to God and secondarily and extrinsically
belongs to those whom God has permitted. This study—
written in the form of thematic interpretation with an analytical
and comparative inter-sectarian approach-aims to determine
who, besides God, can be obeyed and what the scope and
characteristics of obedience to them are. According to some
research findings, obeying a creature in the disobedience of
the Creator is a form of polytheism. Sunni commentators
believe that obedience to the Prophet is confined only to
the domain specific to his prophethood. However, most
Shia commentators believe that obedience to the Prophet is
obligatory in all matters. Most Shia scholars believe that the
“Ulul-Amr” mentioned in the Quran refers to the twelve Shia
Imams, whereas most Sunni commentators believe it refers
to “rulers” or “scholars.” Absolute obedience should not be
given to rulers or even commanders appointed by the Prophet.
Obeying scholars in the disobedience of God is a form of
polytheism in lordship. Regarding obedience to parents,
although benevolence to them is obligatory, one should not
obey them in matters of polytheism or disobedience.

Keywords: Indicators of Monotheism in Obedience, Scope
of Obedience to the Prophet, Scope of Obedience to the
Guardians, Scope of Obedience to the Rulers and Scholars
and Scope of Obedience to the Parents
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