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Abstract

Altruism is one of the significant moral discussions that has
consistently been part of the ethical principles emphasized
by divine religions. In the contemporary era, it has been
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studied and debated from various perspectives by scholars
of different disciplines. Altruism refers to benevolent be-
havior directed toward “the other,” yet the boundaries of this
concept remain a detailed and complex topic of discussion.
In the sacred texts of Abrahamic religions, while humans
are considered God’s vicegerents on Earth and nature is un-
der their dominion, this status of “Khilafah” (vicegerency)
binds the faithful to practical ethical responsibilities toward
nature and animals. Religious ethics, particularly practical
ethics in the sacred texts of Abrahamic religions, does not
condone absolute dominion over nature or any arbitrary
interference that leads to corruption on Earth. Instead, it
emphasizes environmental preservation and prescribes eth-
ical obligations for humans. These ethical principles aim to
awaken human consciousness about the manner of creation
of both humanity and the natural world, employing meta-
phorical concepts such as kinship ties to inspire humans to
uphold the rights of these divine blessings.

This study, conducted through a library-based method
with a comparative approach, seeks to present the perspec-
tives of sacred texts in both theoretical and practical dimen-
sions to its readers.

Keywords: Altruism, The Other, Abrahamic Religions,
Nature, Animals.
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